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Egypt to detain Israeli for 45 days 

CAIRO (AFP) — Egypt’s detention of an Israeli Druze 
jharged with spying for Israel was extended Monday for 
45 days by the high state security cuurt prosecutors, a 
judicial source said- According to the lawyer for Azzam 
, (\zzam. the Israeli embassy in Cairo said it was ready 
I*io pay any bail which the prosecutors set to get him 
pleased but the high court decided to keep him in prison 
because it has iiTefutable evidence,** the source added. 

& source also said Azzam denied "all the charges 
^ QSt him and which are based on the confessions of 
rjfs Egyptian co-defendant who said he (Azzam) pro* 
‘yided invisible ink and spying equipment.” The Israeli 
consul in Egypt, Joshua Gabbay, met Azzam Sunday in 
Tors prison south of Cairo to see whether he was being 
'Heated well ■ during his detention. Azzam, who was 
employed in Cairo by the Israeli textile company Tifon. 
,vas arrested Nov. 6. 
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U.N. wants remains of Iraqi Scuds for study 

BAGHDAD (R) — The United Nations' plans to take 
the remains of missiles for study outside Iraq to help 
assess Baghdad's claims that all Scuds have been 
destroyed, a senior U.N. official said on Monday. 
Goran R. Wallen, head of the Baghdad office of the 
U.N. Special Commission (UNSCOM) overseeing the 
elimination of Iraq's weapons of mass destruction, 
said Iraq has maintained it destroyed the banned 
Scuds in 1991. The commission has called on Bagh- 
dad to prove the missiles were destroyed. Roif Ekeus, 
the U.N. commission chief, said last week Iraq was 
still concealing as many as 16 missiles. "We are 
excavacating the (Scud) missiles, bringing them from 
sites where Iraq said it had destroyed them to Bagh- 
dad," Mr. Wallen told Reuters. 
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King hails Jordan’s status as non-NATO ally of U.S. 

HM, in letter to Kabariti, underlines Kingdom's quest for interaction with 
regional and international groupings to ensure stability and development 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Majesty King Hussein on 
Monday hailed the recent 
U.S. decision to gram Jor- 
dan the status of a non- 
North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation (NATO) ally 
and described it as the 
result of persistent Jordan- 
ian efforts for interaction 
with regional and 
international groupings. 

The King, in a letter sent 
to Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti, noted that 
His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan was leading 
the Jordanian efforts and 
paid tribute to the Crown 
Prince as “the subject of our 
confidence and source of 
comfort.” 

The King said the Ameri- 
can decision to grant Jordan 
the status of a non-NATO 
ally was the materialisation 
of the Kingdom's “intents 
and desires to communicate 


and interact with the group- 
ing of the North Atlantic 
states'* and said ir gave the 
Jordanian Armed Forces the 
rank it deserved. 

Jordan's moves :>t seek 
interaction with regional 
and international blocs 
stemmed from its realisa- 
tion of the qhanges in the 
concepts of peace and secu- 
rity and the resulting inter- 
active dependence to secure 
stability and achieve devel- 
opment, the King said. 

Jordan plans to seek 
advanced technology/ 
equipment, page 12 

Following is the text of 
the King’s letter to the 
prime minister as provided 
to the Jordan Times by the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra: 

“It gives us pleasure to 
convey to our government 
another success of the Jor- 


danian efforts aiming at 
building the bridges of 
civilised dialogue with the 
influential international 
groupings in today's world, 
in an attempt to emphasise 
the civilised role that Jor- 
dan has been assuming 
throughout its long history. 

“We have assigned to our 
Crown Prince Al Hassan, 
the subject of our confi- 
dence and source of com- 
fort, the task of exploring 
the potentials of construc- 
tive bilateral interaction 
with the regional and 
international groupings as 
we realise the dynamic 
change and qualitative 
transformation in the con- 
cepts of peace and security 
in a world witnessing the 
interactive dependence to 
secure the requirements of 
the stability of states and 
the development of peoples. 

“We have been, through- 
out the past years, watching 



this dynamic change and 
the transformations ever 
since the initiation of the 
European efforts to lay the 
foundations for the eco- 
nomic cooperation among 
the European Community, 
followed by their efforts in 
the Helsinki conference for 
security and cooperation. 


known today as the Organi- 
sation for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe, 
and the recent conference in 
Barcelona that yielded the 
initiative for a Euro- 
Mediterranean partnership. 

“Throughout these devel- 
opments and their impacts, 
Jordan has been exerting 
serious efforts to start dia- 
logues with several 
international groupings, 
particularly with the Euro- 
pean Community and its 
institutions, and we aimed 
to emphasise Jordan’s role 
and its aspirations to inter- 
act with the world group- 
ings and their civilisations. 
Doing this, we have estab- 
lished on active presence in 
several international forums 
in which we launched ini- 
tiatives that yielded fruits. 
Outcomes have been the 
constructive ioter- faith dia- 
logue. the admission of Jor- 
dan as an observer in the 


Organisation for Security 
and Cooperation in Europe, 
an associate member in the 
Atlantic-Mediterranean 
dialogue,' and an active 
member in the Euro- 
Mediterranean dialogue. 

“Jordan has been careful 
•hroughout these develop- 
ments in emphasising its 
human role through partici- 
pation in the peacekeeping 
forces of the United 
Nations that have taken on 
the challenge of maintain- 
ing peace in the areas of 
regional tension of the 
world. This has not been 
without a side benefit by 
which our Armed Forces 
had the chance to interact 
with its peers that partici- 
pated in raking on these 
challenging tasks. 

“Jordan's role in laying 
the foundations of a just 
and durable peace in our 
region has been pro- 
nounced. Our .Armed 



Forces have been, 
throughout these years, the 
competent defender of our 
country, and the protector 
of its achievements. We 
have strived to provide 
them with its defence 
requirements to the maxi- 
mum exfent that our 
resources allowed. 

“Our intents and desires 
to communicate and inter- 
act with the grouping of the 
North Atlantic states have 
now materialised. We are 
pleased that the fruits of our 

(Continued on page 7) 


Kabariti visits Karak, pledges 

priority for problems of south 

. ! 

Premier tells Karak residents He understands 
their difficulties, but the toughest part is over 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Prime Minis- 
ter Abdul Karim Kabariti 
on Monday paid his first 
visit to the city of Karak 
since die Aug. 16-17 riots 
and pledged that his gov- 
ernment will do all it can to 
ensure that the reform 
process will .* achieve its 
goals of ensuring economic 
growth and better living 
standards for al! Jordanians. 

The prime minister, who 
visited Karak to take pan in 
the govemorate’s celebra- 
tions of His Majesty King 
Hussein’s 61st birthday 


which fell on Thursday, 
also warned that there are 
“some who try to impede 
the development process 
for different reasons which 
you al! know.” 

“I would not have missed 
this dear opportunity to 
meet you” to celebrate the 
birthday of the King, Mr. 
Kabariti told a gathering at 
the AI Hussein Secondary 
Vocational School. 

Conveying to the people 
of Karak the greetings of 
King Hussein, Mr. Kabariti 
said the King was deter- 
mined to ensure a dignified 
and conformable life to all 
citizens, especially those 



Prim* Minister Abdul Karim Kabariti on Monday attends a cel- 
ebration in Karak marking His Majesty King Hussein's birthday 
(Petra photo) 


who contributed to the 
building process in the 
early days of the Kingdom. 

In what was seen as a ref- 
erence to the demands of 
the Karak residents, Mr. 
Kabariti stressed that the 
government’s efforts will 
focus on addressing the 
needs of those living in 
underprivileged areas. The 
southern region in general 
is poorer than other areas in 
the Kingdom, he noted. 

Mr. Kabariti stressed the 
economic reform pro- 
gramme was inevitable for 
the Kingdom despite the 
suffering that it causes for 
people, “and some more 
than other.” 

“We ore passing through a 
sensitive economic era 
which I can describe as a 
crossing point that will, 
God willing, lead us to the 
better. But T also know that 
everybody is suffering 
because this is a difficult 
period.” the prime minister 
said. 

“But 1 atso know that the 
degree of suffering is not 
the same for all. There are 
groups that suffer more 
than others. There are areas 
that need help more than 
others and have priorities, 
especially areas of the 
t>outh,” Mr. Kabariti told the 


residents of the town where 
riots erupted on Aug. 16-17 
in protest against the gov- 
ernment’s derision to lift 
bread and fodder subsidies. 

Even though the govern- 
ment blamed the riots on 
foreign elements, many 
political parties argued that 
the unrest came because the 
higher bread prices would 
bite harder in Karak and 
other southern areas where 
poverty was widespread. 

The riots were dispersed 
after police and army units 
entered the city. King Hus- 
sein last week instructed 
the government to end legal 
procedures against all peo- 
ple suspected of being 
involved in the riots. 

King Hussein visited 
Karak immediately after 
the riots and Mr. Kabariti 
accompanied the King on a 
recent visit to the neigh- 
bouring city of Aey. 

Mr. Kabariti's visit to 
Karak came one day before 
ihe opening of the fourth 
and last ordinary session of 
12ih Parliament. The 
King’s amnesty and other 
measures that the govern- 
ment has taken were 
expected to ease the tension 

(Continued on page 7) 


Arafat: Hebron deadlock is a 
threat to entire peace process 

Qatari foreign minister visits Gaza, affirms no 
ties with Israel without progress towards peace 


GAZA CITY (AFP) — 
Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat warned Monday that 
the deadlock in negotia- 
tions with Israel over its 
long-delayed troop with- 
drawal from Hebron was 
threatening the entire 
Middle East peace process. 

“If Israel continues in its 
intransigence ... there is a 
direct threat to the peace 
process not only on the 
Palestinian track but in 
the entire region,” Mr. 
Arafat said after the latest 
round in six weeks of 


negotiations with Israel 
over the extension of self- 
rule to Hebron failed to 
yield significant progress. 

But Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu 
countered that Mr. Arafat 
was stalling in the Hebron 
talks in an effort to build 
pressure on the Israeli gov- 
ernment. 

• “My impression is thar 
there is a deliberate deci- 
sion on the Palestinian 
side not to conclude the 
talks, to delay possibly in 
hope the blame will be on 


Israel,” he told reporters in 
West Jerusalem, “i don’t 
think they are going to suc- 
ceed.” 

Mr. Arafat was speaking 
after meeting here with 
Qatari Foreign Minisrer 
Hamad Ben Jassem Al 
Thani, who backed up the 
Palestinian leader's warn- 
ing by saying his govern- 
ment insisted Israel imple- 
ment all its peace agree- 
ments "without delay.” 

“We have said that as 

(Continued on page 7) 


Mordechai 

approves 

major 

settlement 

expansion 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(R) — Israeli Defence 
Minister Yitzhak 

Mordechai has approved 
plans for a huge expansion 
of a Jewish settlement in 
the occupied West Bank, an 
official said on Monday. 

The Palestinian National 
Authority immediately 
condemned the approval as 
a link in the policies of the 
Israeli government to 

(Continued on page 7) 


Government open to discussing 

all aspects of 1993 election law 

except one-person, one- vote 

Suggestions and arguments are too 

diverse and too many — Muasher 


By P.V.Vlvekaiiand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The govern- 
ment is open to all sugges- 
tions and discussions on ail 
aspects of the election law 
of 1993 except compromis- 
ing on the one-person, one- 
vote formula that was intro- 
duced in 1993, Information 
Minister Marwan Muasher 
said Monday. 

Dr. Muasher, addressing a 
press briefing one day 
before the opening of the 
regular session of Parlia- 
ment, also said that no con- 
sensus bad emerged from 
numerous meetings with 
political parties and experts 
as well as lawmakers on 
how Jordanians perceived 
their electoral system and 
what exactly they wanted 
out of the election law. 

“Some people suggest a 
redivision of electoral dis- 
tricts while others want the 
constituencies retained as 
they are today,” said the 


•minister. “Yet others insist 
that the number of con- 
stituencies be equal to the 
number of seats in the 
Lower House. 

“We’ve also been hearing 
demands for the abolition 
of the quota of seats (for 
minorities) as well as for an 
additional quota for 
women,” he added. “Oth- 
ers want two votes — a 
tribal vote and a non-tribal 
vote.” 

“The government has 
been in touch with political 
parties, members of Parlia- 
ment, independent experts 
and institutions, and the 
suggestions have been too 
diverse and too many," said 
the minister. 

“There is no general con- 
sensus over what exacriy 
the people want out of the 
election law,” Dr. Muasher 
said, adding that the gov- 
emraei't itself bad not for- 
mulated any draft to replace 
the 1993 election law. 

“However, the govern 


mem stands firm only on 
one point: There cannot be 
any change to the one-per- 
son, one-vote system that 
the 1993 law introduced.” 
he said. “It is committed to 
ensuring that every voter 
who enters the polling 
booth casts his or her vote 
for only one candidate." 

“The government is open 
for all suggestions and dis- 
cussions on all other 
aspects of the 1993 law, 
including the redivision of 
constituencies, electoral 
districts, quotas for minori- 
ties, women etc. etc. ," he 
added. “But it will not 
entertain any suggestion 
that would change die prin- 
ciple of one-person, one- 
vote” 

The government intro- 
duced the 1 993 election law 
as a temporary legislation. 
The bill has not been debat- 
ed by the legislature that 
was elected under that lem- 

(Continued cn page 7 ) 


Audit Bureau reports civil service 
embezzlement of JD718,920 in 1995 


By Samir Hjjjawi 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Audit 
Bureau disclosed Monday 
that government employees 
had embezzled JD 718,920 
from ministries and depart- 
ments in 1995. 

The bureau released a 
report tthai said embezzle- 
ments in the Ministry of 
Supply topped the list with 
14 cases involving JD 
218,474. It said that the 
cases ranged from forging 
food coupons to stealing 
maize and animal feed 
stored in the ministry’s 
warehouses. 

In the Ministry of Munic- 
ipal and Rural Affairs and 
the Environment, six cases 
involving the embezzle- 
ment of JD 82,671 were dis- 
covered, according to the 
report, which said JD 9.896 
have been retrieved from 
the embezzlers. 

The report said that 
employees in the Ministry 
of Finance and its affiliated 


departments embezzled JD 
103.393 in five cases. The 
ministry has retrieved 
JD1.200 of the embezzled 
amount. Bui the report said 
that one of the cases had 
caused the ministry to incur, 
losses estimated at 
JD100,000 which would 
have been collected in cus- 
toms duty and fines. The 
report said two cases 
involved trucks laden with 
flour and rice prepared for 
smuggling to Iraq. 

In the Health Ministry, 
the report said, a total of 
JD3,S99 were embezzled in 
five cases and that JD 11,855 
had been retrieved. 

In the Ministry of Educa- 
tion, the embezzled sums 
amounted to JD 14,408 in 
five cases. In the Ministry 
of Awqaf and Islamic 
Affaire the stolen sums 
were JD156.825 in three 
cases. 

In the Ministry of Water 
and Irrigation ' the total 
embezzlement amounted 
to JD 65.869 in two cases. 


in the Justice Ministry JD 
38,412 in two cases and in 
the Ministry of Post md 
Communications JD 2,441 
in two cases. 

In the Ministry of Public 
Works there was one case 
in which JD 14,92S were 
stolen and a total of 
JD5.259 from the Ministry 
of Energy. JD 115 from the 
Ministry of Youth and 
JDI2.227 from the Jordan 
Cooperative Organisation. 

The report said only 
JD15.6S5 were retrieved. 

The Audit Bureau report 
also announced that the 
actual sums spent on capital 
projects by government 
departments were less by 
JD 55.5 million than the 
amounts originally allocat- 
ed for them in the fiscal 
budget. It said that this 
reflects delays in the imple- 
mentation of development 
project, noting that the 
delays occurred in the min- 
istries of water and irriga- 
tion, health, agriculture and 
interior. 
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Israel to free 3 Jordanian 
prisoners before year-end 

Release of rest will take time — Muasher 


By P.V. Vive kanan d 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Three Jordanians serving jail 
sentences in Israel are expected to be freed 
before the end of this year but securing the 
release of the rest — said to be 18 — would 
take some time. Information Minister Mar- 
won Muasher said Monday. 

The comment came amid reports from 
Israel that Jordanian prisoners at Ashkelon 
jail were threatening to go on hunger-strike 
to protest their detention conditions and 
demand their release. 

Or. Muasher. addressing a weekly press 
briefing, also noted that Israeli President 
Ezer Weizman had promised, during a visit 
to Jordan this month, that he would look 
into the cases of Jordanian prisoners in 
Israel. But, the minister pointed out. the 
Israeli president did not have sweeping 
authority to offer amnesty to every prison- 
er. 

The minister told the briefing that the Jor- 
danian ambassador to Israel, Omar Rifai, 
had informed the government that Israel 
had agreed to free three Jordanian prisoners 
before the end of (he year. That would raise 
to nearly 20 the total number of Jordanians 
released by Israel following the signing of 
the Jordanian-Israeli peace treaty in Octo- 
ber 1994. 

"Securing the release of the rest is going 
to be a lengthy process because all of them 
are convicted of killing Israeli civilians or 
soldiers." said Dr. Muasher. 

The Israeli military' has the final say in 
releasing prisoners serving sentences on 
murder charges, and it has consistently fol- 
lowed a lengthy procedure before recom- 
mending to the government that any mur- 
der convict be freed. 

That posture is one of the key hurdles 
cited by Israeli government officials for the 
delays in freeing many of the thousands of 
Palestinians held in Israeli jails as pan of 
the autonomy agreements. 

The Israeli president can order the release 
of prisoners under special pardons offered 
by himself, but this does not apply to 
“crimes that involve blood." 

President Weizman told a press confer- 
ence during his visit to Jordan this month 
that he would study the issue of Jordanian 


prisoners closely but did not make a specif- 
ic pledge that they would be released. 

Referring to Mr. Weizman’s comments. 
Dr. Muasher, who served as ambassador to 
Israel before becoming minister of infor- 
mation early this year, noted: “The Israeli 
president does not have sweeping authority 
to offer amnesty to any prisoner. His 
authority applies only to certain cases." 

Meanwhile, an appeal was issued on 
behalf of the families of Jordanian prison- 
ers in Israel to petition His Majesty King 
Hussein to personally intervene to secure 
the release of the prisoners. 

The handwritten appeal, distributed to 
journalists attending Monday’s press brief- 
ing by Dr. Muasher, said the Jordanian pris- 
oners in Israel were suffering from "psy- 
chological as well as health problems." 
and, as such, it was imperative that they be 
released. 

The appeal was signed by Saeed Nimer 
Makahel “on behalf of the families of Jor- 
danian prisoners in Israel." 

Meanwhile, the Arabic-ianguage AI Ra’i 
reported that a delegation representing the 
Society of Friends of Prisoners based in 
Nazreih had visited Ashkelon jail and met 
with Jordanian and Lebanese held there. 

“They found that the situation in the 
prison was very bad in terms of food nature 
of confinement,” the paper said, adding that 
the Israeli authorities were frequently shill- 
ing the prisoners around. 

‘The prisoners said that they would go on 
hunger-strike if they were not freed, and 
they appealed to the government of Jordan 
through the delegation which is expected to 
visit the Jordanian embassy in Tel Aviv to 
exert efforts on their behalf.” the report 
said. 

The delegation received a list of 1 1 Jor- 
danian prisoners in Ashkelon and five in 
Naffah prison, the report said. 

In a press release, the society sent an 
appeal to the Jordanian government and 
ambassador in Israel to pay a visit to the 
prisons and listen their grievances. 

The society also sent a memo to the 
International Committee of the Red Cross 
and other human rights organisations 
requesting their intervention on behalf of 
the prisoners. 


Qatar to get r „. 
new constitution 


DOHA (AP) — Qatar will 
get a new constitution to 
incorporate recent changes in 
the country's laws, the ruler 
of the emirate said Monday. 

Sheikh Hamad. Ben Khali- 
fa Al Thani made the 
announcement at the opening 
session of his newly expand- 
ed advisory council. The 
panel, increased from 30 to 
35 members, has no legisla- 
tive responsibilities but is 
allowed to make recommen- 
dations to the appointed gov- 
ernment. 

Sheikh Hamad took power 
after ousting his father. 
Sheikh Khalifa Ben Hamad 
Al Thani. in a bloodless coup 
in June 1 995. Since then, he * 
has announced political and 
economic reforms. 

Qatar, a country of 
200.000 citizens on ihe east- 
ern side of the Arabian 
Peninsula has had a provi- 
sional constitution since it 
gained independence 25 
years ago. Analysts suggest 


that Sheikh Hamad’s call for 
a permanent document 
would help him consolidate 
power by incorporating 
changes into the country's 
laws. Last month, the emir 
named the third of his four 
sons to be crown prince after 
passing a decree drat permits 
any of his sons to succeed 
him, not just the eldest. He 
has also appointed his 
younger half-brother prime 
minister, giving up a position 
that had always been held by 
the emir himself. 

Sheikh Hamad also has 
taken steps to invigorate its 
private sector and promote 
foreign investment, includ- 
ing formation of an industri- 
al development bank and a 
slock exchange. 

Qatar has rich energy 
resources, including the 
third-largest natural gas 

reserves in the world. But 
Sheikh Hamad said finding 
financing for major projects 
remains a problem. 


4 dmg.traffickers 


hanged inlran 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Four 
members of an 

international drug ring 

have been hanged in north- 
ern Iran after being caught 
with one tonne of opium 
and 12 kilogrammes of 
morphine, a newspaper 
reported Monday. 

The four Iranians, includ- 
ing ringleader Mohammad 
Shahraki, were hanged 
after being convicted by a 
revolutionary court in Sari, 
the main town in Mazan- 
daran province, the Kayhan 
newspaper said, without 
giving the date of their exe- 
cution or arrest. 

The cases of six other 
gang members are still 
under investigation, it 
added. They brought the 
narcotics from Pakistan 
and distributed them in 
Iran and several other 
countries, the paper said. 

Iran is a transit route for 
drugs from Pakistan and 
Afghanistan destined for 
Europe. 



NEWS IN BRIEF 



QATARI MINISTER VISITS GAZA: Palestinian President Yasser Arafat speaks with the 
Qatari Foreign Minister Sheikh Hamad Ben Jassim Al Thani in Gaza on Monday. The 
Qatari minister reiterated during his first visit to the Palestinian autonomous enclave that 
bis country' would continue to freeze normalisation of ties with Israel unless peace talks 
moved forward (see page 1) (Reuters photo) 


Flashfloods hit Egypt; 7 killed 


CAIRO AP) — Torrential 
rains hit southern Egypt for 
the sixth straight day Mon- 
day flooding thousands of 
acres of land, destroying" 
scores of houses and leav- 
ing at least seven people 
dead. 

Police officials said the 
main highways to southern 
Egypt have been damaged 
by flash floods unleashed 
by the rains. 

On Sunday night. four 
members of a family were 
electrocuted when an elec- 
tricity line fell on their 
home near Manfalout. 

A 1 0-year-old girl died in 
Minya when she was 
crushed by a palm tree top- 
pled by the flooding. A 
woman in neighbouring 
Assiut was electrocuted, 
and another woman in 


Sohag died of a heart attack 
when flash floods struck 
her village. 

The four cities are 240 to 
400 kilometres south of 
Cairo. 

The rains destroyed 
scores of houses made of 
mud bricks, which disinte- 
grated in the flooding. In 
Mallawi 260 kilometres 
south of Cairo. 260 houses 
were sitting in water, and 
rescue teams were trying to 
evacuate their inhabitants. 

Police said thousands of 
acres of agricultural land 
also are under water. 

The rains and floods have 
caused extensive damage 
over the past few days to 
electricity and telephone 
lines in southern Egypt. 
Another casualty came over 
the weekend when a man 


was electrocuted in the 
tourist resort of Hurgada on 
the Red Sea. 

Stormy weather Thursday 
caused a tourist Nile River 
cruiser to capsize. Of the 
1 28 foreign tourists and 
Egyptians abroad, 14 died 
and six others were missing 
and feared dead. 

The bodies of five Egyp- 
tians and an unidentified 
woman were the latest to be 
recovered on Sunday. 

Frogmen had earlier 
retrieved the bodies of eight 
other people, since the acci- 
dent on Thursday. They 
were identified as Czech, 
Slovak and Polish tourists, 
reports said. Rescuers were 
continuing their efforts to 
find six people still left in 
the Nile — five tourists and 
an Egyptian. 


Probe opens in suspect’s killing in 
Lebanon; press suggests cover-up 


BEIRUT <APi — . Amid 
press suggestions of a 
covcrup. investigators Mon- 
day heard testimony from 
government security agents 
who killed a suspect in the 
alleged embezzlement of mil- 
lions of dollars from the 
Finance Ministry. 

Farid Moussali. a 38-year- 
old Palestinian, was shot to 
death by agents who raided a 
hideout in the mountain vil- 
lage of Ashqoui early Sunday, 
the state security department 
said. The raiding party started 
shooting after it came under 
fire from Moussali. who was 
alone, a department statement 
said. 

The embezzlement case 
underlined the corruption 
which has plagued the 
Lebanese civil service for 
decades and angered ordinary 
Lebanese burdened with ris- 
ing taxes and duties imposed 
by ihe Finance Ministry. 

Moussali had been in hid- 
ing since accusations sur- 
faced in August that he and 
Finance Ministry Treasurer 
Raafat Suleiman collaborated 
in a scam to pass forged tax 
stamps through the ministry's 


bureaucracy and pocket the 
money. 

Moussali *s death may have 
eliminated a main lead for 
investigators, court officials 
said. They spoke on condition 
of anonymity. 

Both the left- leaning daily 
Al Safir and the conservative 
Al DiVar newspaper ques- 
tioned the circumstances sur- 
rounding Moussali’s death. 

“We have to ask more addi- 
tional questions about the 
possibility of arresting Farid 
Moussali without killing him. 
especially since he possessed 
extremely important informa- 
tion which could have uncov- 
ered in full the ambiguities 
around Raafat Suleiman." Al 
Diyar said. 

Al Safir quoted residents 
near where Moussali was 
killed as saying they doubted 
he was killed in a gun battle 
since they did not hear a loi of 
shooting. 

Moussali died from bullet 
wounds m ihe chest, mouth 
and eye. A coroner said the 
man was shoi from a distance 
of more than 30 centimetres 
hut could not ascertain from 
exactly how faraway the fatal 


bullets were fired' 

Military prosecutor Obticral 
Josepli irUe'iVoghlcd" 


seven members of the securi- 
ty forces and the owner of the 
building where the suspect 
had been hiding. 

Mr. Maamari said the inter- 
rogation was routine and no 
person was being held in the 
shooting. The questioning 
lasted from Sunday night into 
the early hours Monday. 

The other suspect. 
Suleiman, has been missing 
since the scandal was uncov- 
ered. Authorities say he is a 
wanted fugitive. His family 
said Sunday he was being 
held prisoner, but did not say 
who was holding him. 

The embezzled money was 
estimated at first al 43 billion 
pounds (S26 million), then it 
was dropped lt> 15 billion 
pounds (about $10 million). 
State Minister lor Finance 
Fnad Saniora said Friday that 
the money amounted to only 
4 billion pounds ($2.5 mil- 
lion). 

The Finance Ministry is 
headed by Pri me M i nislcr 
Rafik Hariri, but running it is 
delegated to Mr. Saniora. 


Arafat to attend donors’ meeting 


PARIS (R) — Palestinian President Yasser Arafat 
will attend a donors’ ipeeting in Paris of the World 
Bank’s consultative group on the West Bank and 
Gaza on Wednesday, the bank said on Monday. The 
meetina is a pledging session for World Bank pro- 
grammes in the autonomous Palestinian areas for 
1QQ7 Kcmul Dervis. World Bank vice-president 
the Middle East and North Africa, told reporters. 
Arafat will be accompanied by Nabil Shaath ujiu 
M ohammad Nashashibi who are among his main 
advisers for economic and financial issues. 
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Five killed, 10 injured in Yemeni fight 


SANAA (AP) — Five people were killed and 10 
injured on Sunday when fighting broke out between 
tribesmen over a water canal claimed by two tribes, 
securitv sources said. They said army and security 
forces backed by tanks and armoured personnel carri- 
ers were headed for the area of the fighting in the 
province of Lahij. some 100 kilometres north of the 
port city of Aden, to try and resolve the dispute. 
Yemen, an impoverished and largely tribal country of 
some 17 million people in the southern part of the 
Arabian Peninsula, is often beset by tribal conflicts. 
Weapons, including heavy machine guns, rocket 
launchers and artillery, are not difficult to buy in 
Yemen, where some parts are outside the influence of 
the central government in Sanaa, the capital. 


Rabin assassin asks for computer 


BEER SHEVA (AFP) — Yigal Amir, the assassin of 
the late Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin, asked a 
court on Sunday for a computer to write his memoirs 
and continue his law studies, officials said. The right- 
wing extremist, who has been sentenced to life in 
prison for shooting Rabin at a peace rally last year, 
also asked that he be moved to a prison closer to his 
home in Tel Aviv to facilitate visits from his lawyers 
and family. He also appealed to the court that the sur- 
veillance camera be removed from his high-security, 
solitary cell in the Beer Sheva prison in southern 
Israel. Amir said he was continuing his law studies 
through the mail. He was convicted in March of 
shooting Rabin at point blank range on Nov 4. 1995. 
during a peace rally in Tel Aviv. He admitted the 
shooting. 


'Hirkev seizes heroin worth $41 million 


ANKARA i R) — Turkish security forces have seized 
heroin worth more than S40 million in two drug raids 
and one consignment was found in dried dung, the 
stale-run Anatolian news agency said on Monday. 
Five people were detained in connection with the 
seizure of 195 kilogrammes of the drug, estimated to 
be worth three trillion Turkish lira (S30 million), 
from a house in southeastern Hakkari province on 
Sunday. Gendarmes raided the, house in YbksWtdva 
after a tip-off and found the heroin hidden’ in dried 
dung, the agency said. It said the’seized drugs were to 
be taken to the eastern province of Van. In Van. a fur- 
ther 74 kilogrammes of heroin worth $1 1.4 million 
was seized. Turkey is a major transit point for heroin 
brought in from Asia for shipment to Western Europe. 
In 1995. Turkish security forces seized 3.4 tonnes of 
heroin, more than fifth of the worldwide haul. 


Morocco arrests rebels fleeing Algeria 


RABAT (R) — Moroccan security forces have killed 
an Algerian guerrilla and arrested other rebels appar- 
ently trying to sneak into Morocco to escape Algerian 
forces, a Moroccan newspaper said on Monday. Al 
Ittihad A I Ishtiraki newspaper said one Algerian guer- 
rilla was killed, after he refused to surrender to 
Moroccan security forces. “The armed men were held 
by the royal gendarmes in the (eastern town) of Jer- 
ada." said the newspaper quoting what it called reli- 
able snurces. In Algiers, the leading newspaper AI 
Waian said on Monday “armed terrorist groups have 
infiltrated into Algeria through its border with 
Morocco." The Algerian govenment has been battling 
guerrillas since early 1992 when the authorities can- 
celled a general election in which radical Islamists 
had taken a commanding lead. Around 60.000 people 
have been killed in Algeria's violence since then. 
Morocco in 1993 arrested the leader of the feared 
Armed Mamie Group (GIAj. Abdul Haq Liada, and 
handed him over to Algeria where he was sentenced 
to death by an Algiers' court. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
TeL 773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 

14:05 Budgie 

14:25 Oscar's Orchestra 

14:40 ...Comedy — I Love Lucy 

15:00 Sciences Cartoon 

15:15 ....Magazine — Montagne 

16:00 At The Zoo 

16:30 My Secret Identic} 

17:00 News Flash 

17:01 Fun With Physics 

17: 15 Road To Avonlca 

IS KM) Serie — La Lumicrc des 
JtLsies 

19:00 Le Journal 

19:15 Magazine — Extra Larce 

19^0 News Headlines 

19:35 Murphy Brown 

20:00 ....Magazine — Zero One 

20:30 Encounter 

21:10 Star Trek 

22:00 News in English 

22:25 China Beach 

23:15 Mission Impossible 

23:59 ..Arc You Being Served? 
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PRAYER TIMES 


SL Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the Annunciation 

Tel. 637440. 

De la Salle Church Tel. 
661757. 

Terra Sancta Church Tel. 
622366 

Anglican Church Tel. 652S26. 
Armenian Catholic Church 
Tel. 

771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 

Tel. 775261. 

SL Ephraim Church Tel. 
771751. 

Amman International Church 
Tel. 652526 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Tel. S24328. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 845457 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene Tel. 
675691. 


cloudy io partly cloud}, winds 
southeasterly moderate to active, 
with a chance of rainfall al inter- 
vals. In Aqaba, winds will be 
southerly moderate and seas 
rough. 


Khaiifeh pharmacy 9854)7 

EMERGENCIES 
Food Control Centre ...6371 1 1 
Civil Defence Dept ....... 66 ] 1 1 1 

Civil Defence Immediate Res- 
cue .. 6X»341 


Amman 

..12/17 

Civil Defence Emergency ..199 

Aqaba 

..17/24 

Rescue Police 192. 

621111. 

Deserts 

..12/18 

637777 


Jordan Valiev 

... 1 5/23 

Fire Brigade 

,...617101 



Blood Bank 

.."75121 

Yesterday’s high temperatures: 

Highway Police 

...843402 

Amman 1 6. Aqaba 24 Humidi- 

Traffic Police 

...896390 

ty readings: Amman 9S per cenL 

Public Security Department 

.Aqaba 58 per cent. 



..630321 



Hole! Complaints 

...605800 

USEFUL 


Price Complaints 

...661176 

TELEPHONE 


Water and Sewerage Com- 

NUMBERS 


plaints 

...8974U7 


04:42 


The Evangelical Local Church 

06:03 

(Sunrise) Duha 

in Amman Tel. SI 1295 

11:21 


English-speaking 

14:14 


Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 

16:39 


614190. 

17:59 




CHURCHES 
Mary of Nazareth Church 
rificlt Tel. 810740 
iemblies of God Church 
. 632785. 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Mereomlofp. 

Under the efffcct of the unstable 
moist air mass currently affect- 
ing the Kingdom, skies will be 


NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dr. Jum‘a Abu Dhiab 75SS48 

Dr. Yousef Rashid ____S96?01 

Dr. W'aKd Al Masri 675485 

Dr. Khaffljhali 740740 

Ferdows pharmacy __..77S336 
Al Aseroa pharmacy ....637055 

Al Salam pharmacy 656730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmebani pharmacy ...637660 
Nairoukh pharmacy ....623672 
Najib pharmsev JU7652 

IRBID: 

Dr. Mazes Abu Baldr 276852 

AI Qods pharmacy ( — t 

ZARQA: 

Dr. WaBd Halaseh .982799 


Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints 78711 1 

Telephone Information (direc- 
tory assistance) 121 

Oviraas Calls ,010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Reparis 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 
661101 _ 

Jordan Television / ;3 1 1 ! 

Radio Jordan 77411 1 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 
815615 

Electric Power Company 
636381 

RJ Flight Information 
5320O 


Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08- 

53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 
813813/32 

Khalidi Maternity 644281/6 

Akilch Maternity 642441/2 

JabaJ Amman Maternity 

642362 

Malhas, J. Amman 636 ! 40 

Palestine. Shmeisani ....60707] 

Shmctsani Hospital 669 1 3 1 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Mnasher Hospital 667227/9 
The Islamic. Abdali 666126/37 

AkVhlL Ahdali .664164/6 

Italian. ALMuhajrtvn 777101/3 

Al-Bashir 775 II 1/26 

Army, Marka 89I61 1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 
602240/50 

AmaJ Hospital 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart 

and Special Surgcrv 8651 99 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital (09)983323 
Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital ..(09)986732 
AI Hikma Modern Hospital 

....(09IQW9W 

IRBID: 

Princess Basma Hospital 

(02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 
(02)272275 


fbn Al Nalees Hospi- 
tal (02)2471 

00 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
AIRPORT 
ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

97:15 Sanaa (RJ) 

07:25 Damascus (RJ) 

09:25 Abu DliabilRJ) 

09:31) Aqahu (add) (RJ ) 

10:05 Muscat. Dubai (RJ) 

10:05 Beirut (RJ) 

10:15 Doha, Bahrain (RJ) 

15:50 Jakarta. Kuala Lumpur 
(RJ> 

1A55 London (RJ) 

16:00 Bangkok (add) (RJ) 

10:20 Cairo (RJ) 

16:35 Frank/un (RJ) 

17:15 Chicago. Amslcnl.im (RJ) 
20:45 .TdAviviaddMRJi 


Koval Wings (RWl Rights 
1*9:50 Aqaba c RW> 


DEPARTURES 
Royal Jordanian (RJl Flights 

06:20 Beirut i Rii 

08:30 Amsterdam. New York. |RJ| 
11:05 Amsterdam. Montreal. 
Toronto (RJi 

11:15 Vienna. BnisseK (Rjt 

12:00 Geneva. Madrid ( RJ i 

12:10 Paris «RJ) 

12:15 London (RJ) 

12:15 - Cairo iRJi 

12:30 — Frankfurt < RJ i 

18:00 Tel Aviv (add K Rj » 

20:20 ......Lamaca * RJ i 

20:30 Jeddah < RJi 

20:40 Damascus i RJ i 

21:00 ....Abu Dhahi. Dabai (RJt 
22:00 Kuala Lumpur. Sini-apw: (RJt 


Other Flights 

07:30 London (KJ) 

07:35. Damascus. London IBA) 

H:3I> Cairo (MS) 

15:00 Kiev (f»U) 

15:45 Munich (YPi 

17:40 RnineiAZ) 

19:15 Dubai (EKi 

2i50 Tel Aviv (LY) 

00:40 ..Beirut. Amsterdam i KL) 

0l:0» .......Adcn (IY) 

01:55 ...Bucharest (RO) 

07:45 Beaut (ME) 


Other Flights 

05:05 London i KJ i 

10:35 Cairo (MS) 

13:50 Kiev (6L" i 

14:05 Munich (YPi 

16:30 RomeiAZ) 

18:15 Dubai. Damascus i EK) 

20:10 Beirut (ME) 

21:40 .Tel Avis (LYj 

23:40 Amsterdam i KLi 

23:59. Aden i IV i 

00:55 Bucharest (RO) 

Royal Wings IRW) Flights 

09:2t» .Aqaba tRWj 

18:55 .Tel Aviv rRW> 


2fc5« Aqaba (RW) 

HUAZ RAILWAY TRAIN 
Dep. Amman 8:00 aan. every 
Monday 

Arr. Damascus 5:00 p.m. every 
Monday 

Dep. Damascus 7:30 am. 
every Sunday 

Arr. Amman 5 K)0 pjn. every 
Sunday 

MARKET PRICKS 

VppcrAmver price in fils per kg. 

Apple 

700/500 

DtUlilTliL,,, ri 

Banana i imported). 

550/550 

.800/650 


90/iO 

Carrot 

280/200 

Cauliflower. 

.230/180 

Cucumber (large) .. 

130/80 

Cucumber (small t ., 

30/380 

Egcpiant 

130/80 

Garlic 

.....700/500 

Grapes 


lemon 

370/180 ! 

Marrow daree) 

140/100 j 

Marrow (small) ..... 

.....230/180 

0ni9n (green) 

..JZ6/V160 

Onion (drv ) . .. 

-160/300 

Olive (green)... 

- 450/400 j 

Olive (black) .... 


Orange roiran 

Pear 

- .600/400 

Pepper f firm 

280/200 

Pepper (sweet) 

.200/120 

Potato 


Spinach 

-250/100 

String Bean.... 

550/350 

Tomato 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — On the 
occasion of His Majesty 
King Hussein's birthday, the 
Austrian "High-Strung 
String- Ensemble" Monday 
held a fund-raising concert 
to benefit the S.O.S. Chil- 
dren’s Village Association 
of Jordan, according to a 
Royal Court statement. 

The concert was attended 
by the Association's Hon- 
orary Chairperson. Her 
Majesty Queen Noor at the 
Royal Cultural Centre, the 
statement said. 

The concert, which was 
organised in cooperation 
with the Austrian Embassy 
and Freddy for Music, fea- 
tured Viennese music and a 
selection of waltzes by 
Robert Stolz os well as 


opera singer Ms. Cop- 
pavina, accompanied by 
Oksana Musleh on piano. 

Since their formation in 
1992, the High Strung 
Suing Ensemble has per- 
formed regularly throughout 
their native Austria and 
abroad, where the ensemble 
supports various social 
organisations through bene- 
fit concens and school 
workshops. 

In 1995, they were pre- 
sented with an Award of 
Honour from the composer 
Robert Stolz for their sup- 
port and promotion of his 
works. The late Robert Stolz 
was a renowned Austrian 
composer whose works 
earned him the title “the Iasi 
waltz king of the Silver Era 


of Viennese operettas." 

He was awarded the titles 
Crown Order of Belgium 
and Commander of the 
Order of Von Oigane-Nas- 
sau and many international 
foundations and musical 
scholarships have been 
established in his name. 

He died in Berlin in 1975 
and was buried in Vienna 
among the country’s great 
composers. 

The Queen was accompa- 
nied by HRH Princess Wij- 
dan AJi and received by the 
Chairman of the S.O.S. 
Board Alia Krayim, the 
Austrian Ambassador 
Michael Stigelbauer. S.O.S. 
National Director Lina 
Kopty and S.O.S. board 
members. 
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Motorists receive 
6 surprise’ on 
King’s birthday 


By Raoa Hussein! 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — The King- 
dom's motorists were 
relieved of traffic citations 
on Nov. 14. when traffic 
officials issued a “certifi- 
cate of congratulations’* on 
the occasion of His Majesty 
King Hussein's birthday for 
most traffic violations. 

For the first time in Pub- 
lic Security Department 
(PSD l history, traffic offi- 
cials substituted the pink 
slip routinely issued to traf- 
fic violators with a similar 
pink slip substituting con- 
gratulations and advisory 
notes. 

The slip read as follows: 

We congratulate you on 
His...Mftje^iy. # the Kin 
birthday. ‘ Dear moroi 
yotf fiave committed [a vu> ' 
lationj . On this happy occa- : ‘ r 
sion we want only to 
remind you to abide by traf- 
fic safety regulations. Best 
wishes.” 

“Most motorists ' were 
annoyed when they were 
pulled over and issued a 
citation by traffic officials 
and patrol units, but after 
reading its contents they 
were startled and happy and 
began to laugh," police 
officials observing the 
operations said. 


Traffic officials were 
pleased with the ‘congratu- 
lations citations’ and were 
using every least infraction 
as an excuse to pull over the 
hapless driver and proffer 
the substituted slip. 

“Usually, traffic officials 
are very lenient in issuing 
traffic citations, but on Nov. 
14. they were expeditious 
in pulling over motorists to 
surprise them with the cer- 
tificate," an observer said. 

According to one observ- 
er, many motorists who had 
their vehicles parked in a no 
parking zone, were upset 
when they saw the pink slip 
on their windshield wipers. 

“But after reading its con- 
tents their mood changed 
and one driver actually 
ng's . kissed the slip," she told the 
nsc,. Jordan Times; 

The PSD had printed 
more than S.OOO slips 
which were handed to all 
PSD departments in the 
Kingdom. Almost 5.000 
‘congratulation certificates’ 
were distributed to 
motorists on that day. 

Dangerous violations 
such as crossing a red light 
were not included in the 
PSD’s forgiving gesture. 

“Many motorists said 
they were going to keep the 
certificates as a happy 
memory." one woman said. 


Ministry 

dissuades 

preferential 

treatment 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Min- 
istry of Interior officials 
have received a circulated 
memorandum by Minister 
of Interior Awad Khleifat 
emphasising that their 
offices are to conduct gov- 
ernment business profes- 
sionally and without pref- 
erential treatment. 

Dr. Khleifat stated in the 
memo, as quoted by A1 
Ra’i Arabic daily Monday 
and sent to employees of 
the ministry as well as 
governors in the various 
districts, that they are not 
“to interfere in the course 
of official business to 
secure favourable treat- 
ment for their friends, 
acquaintances or xelariyes, 
and to refrain from.giving 
preference to certain cases 
over others," stressing that 
all cases must be treated 
with fairness and objectiv- 
ity. 

The minister said that the 
country’s interior ministry 
and governors’ offices are 
open for the public’s bene- 
fit and must be conducted 
with neither discrimina- 
tion nor favouritism. 

He said that civil ser- 
vants must handle all cases 
with “transparency, 

integrity and equality." 


Fate of wealthy vagrant up to court 


.AMMAN (J.T.) — A 60-year old mendicant 
was apprehended by police this week in Irbid 
in possession of JD 1.55S and with deposit 
bank slips indicating an additional JD40.000 
in a persona] account, a Ministry of Social 
Development official said. 

Naeef Mohammed Saker, from ihe Irbid 
refugee camp was caught during a routine 
police and Ministry of Social Development 
raid directed at mendicants in downtown 
Irbid. 

According to Director of libid’s Ministry 
of Social Affairs Salman Abanda. ministry 
officials accompanied by police make regu- 
lar tours in main cities and detain loiterers 
before turning them over to the courts. 


Mr. Abanda said that Mr. Saker has no 
family, had previously been apprehended, is 
currently detained and will appear in court 
on Wednesday. 

He also stated that the fate of the mendi- 
cant’s assets falls under the court’s jurisdic- 
tion, adding that the law resolutely prohibits 
begging, that the court can jail violators for a 
period of three months and that in case of 
repeat offenders such as Mr. Saker, the court 
has the prerogative to send mendicants to 
rehabilitation centres for up to three years. 

Most mendicants are in no need of money 
but beg because it is the easiest way to get 
untaxed and unearned money, Mr. Abanda 
told the Jordan Times. 



FILMS 

■ Children’s film “Return to Treasure 
bland*? at the British Council at 5:00 
pjn.j - 

• Spanish film “Carmen** at Abdul 
Haxneed Shoraan Foundation, Jabal 
Amman at 6:30 pan. 

; LECTURES 

• “Frozen in Time for 5000 years- 
. Recent Research on the Iceman from 
phe. Tyrol” by Andreas Lippert at the 
Friends of Archaeology Centre (FOA) 

at 6*00 p ju. 

• “Places With Spiritual Powers: A 
Journey fo the Holy Sites of Jordan” 

fordanian architect Amman 

lash at the American Centre 

^dftorinm, Abdoun at 6:00 p.m. 

SEMINAR 

Variations of the Political Parties 
'ddL-the Establishment of the Civil 
*■*“*■' " and “World Ideological 
and its Effects on Party 

Jnnal and Ideological Struc- 

-by Mazen A1 Saket and Naji 
i-~ wush at the Jordan People’s Demo- 
j^tic Party headquarters at 6:00 pjn- 


CHRISTMAS CAROLS 

• Performance of Christmas carols by 
the Ahiiyyal School for Girl’s Choir 
band at the Jordan River Designs, 
Jabal Amman, First Circle, at 4:00 
p.m. (Tel 613081). 

EXHIBITIONS 

• Aspects from the modern Jordanian 
plastic art by several Jordanian artists 
entitled “Message” at Alia Art Gallery, 
Jabal Amman, until Nov. 28. 

• Photography exhibition “A1 Aqsa 
Uprisings” by Khalid A1 Zaghawi at 
Abdul Hameed Sboman Foundation, 
Jabal Amman, until Nov. 22. 

• Photo exhibition by Basma Asfour 
entitled “Doubles Regards” at the 
French Cultural Centre, until Nov. 28. 

• Works by Monkith Sa’id and Bert 
Hermens entitled “Untitled Diary” at 
Balqa Art Gallery, Fuheis, until Nov. 
21 . 

• Works by Syrian artist Mustafa Ati 
at Baladna Art Gallery, Gardens SL 
until Nov. 30. 
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Jordan still awaiting word on murder of Suboh 

— 1 


‘Incident could harm ties with Iraq’ 



The body of slain embassy driver Omar Suboh arrives from Iraq (Petra photo) 


By P.V.Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan is still 
awaiting a “satisfactory 
answer” from Iraq over the 
killing of a Jordanian 
embassy staff driver in 
Baghdad, Information 
Minister Marwan Muasher 
said Monday. 

Addressing a press brief- 
ing. the minister also said 
that security authorities 
had taken “appropriate" 
measures to ensure that the 
250 blank Jordanian pass- 
ports that were stolen from 
the slain driver were inval- 
idated. 

The body of embassy 
driver Omar Suboh, 40, 
was found in the desert 
between the Trebeil border 
crossing and Baghdad on 
Monday. He had been on 
a regular fortnightly run 
between Amman and 

Baghdad carrying the 

weekly diplomatic bag. 

This time, the diplomatic 
bag contained 250 blank 
passports and other docu- 
ments. The entire pouch as 
well as the car Mr. Suboh 
was driving were missing. 
lr was not known whether 
he was carrying any sum 
of money. 

Dr. Muasher said the 
government maintained 
that it had not sent any 
cash with the driver to 
Baghdad. 

"This is not the first time 
that a Jordanian has been 
killed in Iraq." noted Dr. 
Muasher. “We hold the 
government of Iraq 
responsible for the safety 


and security of all Jordan- 
ian diplomats and affiliat- 
ed staff in Iraq as outlined 
under the Vienna Conven- 
tion," which determines 
obligations of host coun- 
tries towards diplomats, he 
said. 

“We also demand that 
the Iraqi government 
ensure the safety and secu- 
rity of all Jordanians living 
in Iraq and travelling to 
that country,” the minister 
declared. 

At least six Jordanians 
were killed in Iraq in sus- 
picious circumstances in 
the past year. Many of the 
killings were blamed on 
robbers along the main 
550-kilometre highway 
between the border cross- 
ing and Baghdad. 

Nearly 4.000 Jordanians 
were studying in Iraq at 
the beginning of this year. 
This figure has declined 
considerably since then, 
said an independent 
source, who, however, 
could not estimate the 
number. 

“Many families have 
recalled their sons from 
Baghdad and prevented 
them from returning 
there," said one source. 
"Some students did not go 
back after coming home 
for a brief vacation." 

Asked whether the 
Baghdad government had 
informed Amman as to the 
results of inquiries into the 
Suboh killing. Dr. Muash- 
er told reporters the Iraqi 
authorities had indicated 
that the murder was relat- 
ed to highway robbery. 


But the minister main- 
tained that the Iraqi reply 
was unsatisfactory. 

“We are still waiting for 
a satisfactory answer from 
the Iraqi government over 
the latest incident," he told 
the press. 

Earlier. an official 
spokesman of the Foreign 
Ministry as quoted by the 
Jordan News Agency said 
the government “is still 
waiting for the results of 
the inquiry in order, to 
identify and arrest the per- 
petrators of this disgrace- 
ful crime." 

The spokesman said the 
delay in the investigation 


“carries the risk of harm- 
ing relations between the 
two countries as well as 
the reputation of Iraqi 
security forces." 

The spokesmen rejected 
what he described as "con- 
fused and unofficial" 
reports by “some news 
agencies and the press 
about the incident" and 
said that Jordan was also 
seeking the return of the 
diplomatic car and the 
diplomatic pouch with the 
contents in their entirety. 

Dr. Muasher said the 
diplomat bag did not con- 
tain any "security-sensi- 
tive” documents. 


"As to the missing pass- 
ports. * securin' authori- 
lir 1 taken the appro- 
pi.... .Measures to ensure 
that mey (the passports) 
are not misused." he 
added. 

Mr. Suboh’s body was 
brought home last week 
and laid to rest at his 
hometown of Yaffa in the 
Irbid Govemorate in a 
funeral attended by Health 
Minister Aref Bataineh. 
who deputised for His 
Majesty King Hussein, as 
well as’ a representative of 
HRH Crown Prince H as- 
sail. 


Court delays verdict 
in sabotage trial 


Legal counsel named 
in Shmeisani murder trial 
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AMMAN — The State 
Security Court Monday 
delayed its verdict, regard- 
ing two men accused of 
sabotage, until Nov. 26 to 
further study the case, 
according to judicial 
sources. 

Salem Jaradat and Ahmad 
Qassem. both 22, are being 
tried at the State Security 
Court on charges of plot- 
ting to cany out extremist 
attacks as well as the man- 
ufacturing and possession 
of illegal arms and hand- 
made explosives with illicit 
intent. 

In a separate trial, Oct. 
31, 1996, the two defen- 
dants were pronounced not 
guilty by the Amman Crim- 
inal Court on charges of 
shooting and wounding for- 
mer French Embassy Sec- 
retary Gilles Heine in Feb- 
ruary of 1995. 

The prosecution charged 
that, at the time, the two 
defendants had planned to 
attack tourists in the Wadi 
Mujib area and that they 
attempted to take the 
French diplomat and his 
wife hostage. 

A nearby police unit wit- 
nessed the struggle, arrived 
on the scene and Mr. Heine 
was shot in the ensuing 
meliSe. 

However, the Criminal 
Court concluded that the 
bullet retrieved from the 
diplomat’s body was that of 
a nine millimetre gun, 
"while the weapon found 


on the defendants’ persons 
was a seven millimetre 
gun." 

In addition, the court said 
it relied on Mr. Heine’s 
own testimony that his gun- 
shot wound did not come 
from the defendants. 

During the trial, the 
defendants claimed that 
they had been framed and 
that it was, indeed, the 
police who shot the French 
diplomat. 

The State Security Court 
is also expected to 
announce its ruling in the 
case of 13 men, seven of 
whom are accused of plot- 
ting subversion, after it had 
previously postponed 
announcing the verdict 
until Nov. 27. 

The seven men, known 
by their affiliated name 
Bay’at AI Imam (pledge of 
allegiance to the leader), 
are charged with plotting to 
cany our extremist attacks 
and illegally possessing 
and manufacturing explo- 
sive materials with illicit 
intent. 

The remaining six. who 
have been released on bail, 
are standing trial for slan- 
dering His Majesty King 
Hussein. 

If convicted of illegal 
possession of explosives 
with illicit intent, defen- 
dants in both cases could 
receive the death penalty. 

RJH. 


By Rana Hussein! 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A 34-year-old 
man, accused of lulling his 
two children, Monday told 
the Amman Criminal Court 
that he had appointed attor- 
ney Ahmad Najdawi for his 
defence. 

The first court session is 
scheduled to begin Nov. 30. 

Mazen Masri faces two 
counts of first-degree mur- 
der and three counts of 
attempted murder and was 
called by Criminal Court 
Presiding Judge Abdul 
Ruhman Tawfiq to state 
whether he had appointed 
an attorney to defend him 
in a court of law. 

Two weeks after his two 
children; Hanin, eight, and 
Hani, six, were found dead 
in their apartment, Mr. 
Masri, a computer pro- 
grammer. confessed to the 
killing. 

The - children were discov- 
ered by their mother Hiam 
Hamoudeh. 32. on Sept. 1 1 . 

Mr. Masri told authorities 
that he gave the children 
two cyanide pills that he 
had procured in Canada 
during a business trip, 
instead of their daily vita- 
min. 

He also confessed to a 
previous faded attempt to 
kill his wife and two chil- 
dren by opening a gas bot- 
tle and placing it behind the 
bedroom door while they 
slept, in the Abu Oneizah 


Housing Complex apart- 
ment where they lived. 

In his confession to 
police, Mr. Masri cited 
“jealousy and family prob- 
lems.” as the motive behind 
the killing of his two chil- 
dren. 

Man sentenced for 
attempted murder 
of fiancee 

Meanwhile, the Criminal 
Court Monday sentenced a 
34-year old man to seven- 
and-a-half year prison term 
after he was found guilty of 
the attempted murder of his 
fiancee in Wadi Saqra on 
Feb. 21. 1995. 

Khader Atta was found 
guilty by the Criminal 
Court tribunal comprised of 
Judges Tawfiq, Ismael 
Hmouz and Mufleh Mubei- 
din, of shooting and 
wounding his fiancee Lina 
Mohammad, 26. in her 
office near the King Abdul- 
lah Gardens in Wadi Saqra. 

The court said that the 
victim, who was engaged to 
the defendant. “had 
changed her mind about 
marrying him" due to mis- 
understandings between the 
two. 

On the evening of Feb. 
2 1 , according to court 
papers, the defendant called 
Ms. Mohammad at her 
office "asking to meet with 
her, but she refused." 


According to court tran- 
scripts. Mr. Ana then went 
to Ms. Mohammad's office, 
confronted her as she was 
preparing to leave, punched 
her in the face and forced 
her back into the office at 
gunpoint. 

The court said that the 
defendant threatened Ms. 
Mohammad and waved his 
gun at her threatening: 
"You want to leave me. that 
is your dream. I swear to 
God I'll lull you.” 

The documents said that 
Ms. Mohammad tried to 
calm down her fiance “as 
he was pointing the gun 
towards her and in a state of 
agitation." 

But instead. Mr. Atta 
placed the gun on her cheek 
and reportedly said. “We 
either live together or die 
together.” shot her in the 
mouth and fled the scene. 

Ms. Mohammad was 
rushed to a nearby hospital, 
where she was treated. Mr. 
Aua was apprehended by 
authorities two weeks 
hence. 

In its ruling, the Court 
relied on the testimonies of 
Ms. Mohammad, the defen- 
dant's brother who was 
with him when the incident 
occurred and those of a 
security guard who rushed 
to the office upon hearing 
gunfire. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Minister meets with Egyptian ambassador 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Labour Abdul Hafez Shakanbeh Mon- 
day received Egyptian Ambassador to Jordan Hani Riyadh and the two 
discussed the position of Egyptian labourers in the Kingdom, particularly 
those whose passports are expired or about to expire. The talks also cov- 
ered Egyptian labourers who entered the Kingdom after August 1st and 
who have no right to work unless possessing a job contract, certified from 
the Ministry of Labour. 

Ministries send streamlining requests 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Ministry of Administrative Development has 
received requests from the Ministry of Youth and the Jordanian Ports Cor- 
poration to help restructure and reorganise their administration systems 
and to upgrade, modernise and simplify their procedures, according to a 
ministry spokesman. Al Ra’i daily quoted the spokesman as saying that 
the Ministry of Administrative Development has created committees to 
undertake the task of restructuring both departments and that the commi- 
tees are to embark on their task in the coining week. 


GUVS issues JD 35,000 grant 

AMMAN (Petra) — The executive council of the General Union of Vol- 
untary Societies (GUVS) Monday announced a decision to issue a grant 
totalling JD 35.000 in the form of educational aid to university students. 
The council will meet under the chairmanship of GUVS Executive Pres- 
ident Abdullah Khatib, who said that the student beneficiaries will each 
receive a sum of JD 75. 

German ambassador visits university 

AMMAN(J.T.) German ambassador to Jordan Peter Mende visited the 
University of Jordan Monday and met with President Fawzi Gharaibeh to 
discuss German language courses in the university as well as German 
assistance provided to the university by a number of German organisa- 
tions concerned with education. Dr. Gharaibeh briefed the ambassador on 
the university’s programmes, noting that several faculty members are 
being recruited and trained to give German language courses at the uni- 
versity. 
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4 World News 


Japan, France sign 20-point 
action plan for 21st century 


TOKYO (AFP) — Japanese 
Prime Minister Ryutaro 
Hashimoto and French Pre- 
sident Jacques Chirac Mon- 
day signed a 20-point action 
plan aimed at boosting 
bilateral ties into the 21st 
century. 

Mr. Chirac, who arrived 
here Sunday for a six-day 
visit, later said that coopera- 
tion and dialogue between 
his country and Japan 
should help bring about an 
“indispensable rapproche- 
ment" between Europe and 
Asia. 

“Rebalancing the ‘great 
triangle' of growth formed 
by America. Europe and 
Asia will come about 
through strengthening rela- 
tions between Europe and 
East Asia." he said in a 
speech to 900 students and 
other guests at Keio Uni- 
versity. 

‘The Franco-Japanese 
dialogue will facilitate this 
indispensable rapproche- 
ment." he said. 

The agreement signed 
Monday spells out 20 areas 
of cooperation for 2000 
including a provision that 
the Japanese and French 
leaders meet “at least once a 
year to promote joint activi- 
ties at the dawn of the new 
millenium." 


“We've become friends." 
Mr. Hashimoto said during 
the signing ceremony, 
explaining that the relation- 
ship between Tokyo and 
Paris would be “one of the 
most important links bet- 
ween Asian and European 
countries." 

Mr. Chirac said exchanges 
between the two countries 
did not reflect the size of 
their economies. “We are 
two great economic powers, 
the second and fourth in the 
world, but the level of our 
exchanges is still insuffi- 
cient," he said. 

“Our two nations get on 
well together and we are 
getting on better and bet- 
ter." Mr. Chirac said, noting 
the numerous “common 
approaches" taken by the 
two countries at the group 
of seven summit in Lyons 
earlier this year. 

Mr. Chirac highlighted the 
areas of development aid 
along with the commitment 
of the two countries to 
exchange-rate stability and 
their opposition to unilateral 
measures such as U.S. sanc- 
tions against Cuba and Iran. 

Under the agreement, for- 
eign ministers of the two 
countries are to meet at least 
twice a year while ministers 
in charge of economics. 


trade, industry and finance 
are to meet at least once a 
year. Officials in charge of 
the Japanese and French 
ministries will also hold 
regular meetings. 

Japan and France will also 
hold regular “two-plus-two" 
talks from 1997. bringing 
together Foreign and De- 
fence Ministry officials to 
discuss the “full range of 
Franco-Japanese coopera- 
tion in the politico-military 
sphere." 

The agreement also en- 
courages more frequent 
meetings between economic 
and trade union groups 
along with business leaders 
from the two countries. 

“France and Japan support 
the development of trade 
ties and are committed to 
holding bilateral talks 
aimed at removing barriers 
limiting market access 
whenever it is necessary," 
the agreement said. 

During talks between the 
two leaders. Mr. Hashimoto 
said ties between Tokyo and 
Paris were “at the heart of 
the Asia-Europe relation- 
ship" and that Monday's ag- 
reement was only a “begin- 
ning" for the two countries. 

Mr. Chirac cited sectors 
where French exports face 
barriers in Japan such as 


2 Koreas poised to discuss 
return of submarine dead 


SEOUL (AFP) — North 
and South Korea Monday 
appeared poised to ease a 
tense standoff over a incur- 
sion by a Northern subma- 
rine with the first indirect 
discussions on the return of 
the bodies of the crew. 

But rival demands for 
apologies clouded the pros- 
pects of encfirig the standoff 
that has jeopardised Pyong- 
yang's two-year-long nuc- 
lear freeze and U.S. efforts 
to draw Pyongyang out of 
its isolation, observers said. 

“The North raised the 
issue on Thursday, and it 
will be discussed tomorrow 
(Tuesday)." a United Na- 
tions Command (UNC) 
spokesman here told AFP. 

He said U.N. Armistice 
Commission officers had 
accepted the North Korean 
request to discuss the matter 
Tuesday at a meeting at the 
truce village of Panmun- 
jom. 

Confirmation of the Pan- 
munjom meeting followed 
the first statement by South 
Korea that it was willing to 
discuss repatriation of the 
bodies, hut only if the north 
apologises firsL 

“I think repatriation of the 
bodies should be seen from 
the side of the bereaved 
families." the South's Fo- 
reign Minister Yoo Chong- 
Ha said, adding that Pyong- 
yang must admit, apologise 
and pledge never to repeat 


the incident. 

An almost simultaneous 
statement from the North 
said it wanted to resolve the 
matter in a peaceful fashion, 
but it too. demanded an 
apology. 

South Korea has previous- 
ly flatly rejected the North's 
demands fotL^pafcutfion of 
the bodies^ & was the. first 
time the government has 
agreed to discuss the issue. 

The submarine went ag- 
round on a South Korean 
beach on Sept. IS. The 
crew, believed to number 
26, fled ashore sparking a 
massive hunt by the South 
Korean military. 

Of the 26. one is believed 
to be still at large, one was 
captured. 1 1 were found 
dead apparently killed by 
colleagues to prevent their 
capture, and 13 were killed. 

North Korea's mouth- 
piece Korean Central News 
Agency (KCNA) in an 
“authorised statement" de- 
manded the immediate and 
unconditional return of the 
bodies, and an apology 
from South Korea for 
killing the crew. 

“The South Korean au- 
thorities must apologise for 
the killing of our seamen in 
cold blood and uncondition- 
ally send the submarine and 
the dead bodies back to the 
north at an early date." 
KCNA said. 

“Our demand was a token 


of the North's good inten- 
tion to keep the incident 
from leading to increased 
tension and undesirable de- 
velopments," the statement 
said, urging the South to 
resolve the submarine row 
“in a peaceful way" and 
with "prudence." 

. Neither side mentioned 
the.on&,caf>tured crewptetn- 
•ber. • who has told South 
Korean interrogators the 
submarine was on a spy 
pickup mission when it ran 
aground some 100 kilome- 
tres south of the DMZ. 

North Korea at first 
remained silent and refused 
to accept a protest over its 
intrusion from Armistice 
Commission officers in the 
South. 

However it later said the 
submarine had accidentally 
drifted South with engine 
trouble and threatened 
“thousandfold retaliation" if 
the submarine and the crew 
.were not repatriated. 

Seoul, which mobilised 
thousands of troops to hunt 
down the commandos and 
crew, angrily rejected the 
request. 

Later President Kim 

Young-Sam said that if 
there was no apology. inter- 
Korean contacts, including 
work on two nuclear reac- 
tors promised to North 
Korea under a 1 994 agree- 
ment with the United States, 
would be stalled. 


Red Cross launches fresh 
appeal for help to N. Korea 


BEIJING f AFP) — The 
Red Cross Monday made its 
third and biggest appeal for 
help to alleviate Stalinist 
North Korea's food crisis. 

“The situation is worse 
than last year and than earli- 
er this year... and the needs 
are almost overwhelming." 
said Ole Gronning. Pyong- 
yang representative for the 
International Federation of 
Red Cross and Red Cres- 
cent Societies. 

“Quite a lot of people are 
in a very bad situation, and 
they were eating unmatured 
rice and wheat which means 
the harvest is smaller now.” 
he added. 

The federation's $10.5 
million appeal will target 
139.000 people who lost 
everything in severe floods 
in 1 995 and 1 996, providing 
them with 450 grammes 
(15.75 ounces) of food a 
day through to the 1997 har- 
vest. 

In addition. 550 goats will 
be distributed among fami- 
lies living in mountainous 
areas, and the money will 
also fund education projects 
to prepare North Koreans to 
deal with future disasters. 


The federation has already 
launched a $3.9 million and 
a S6.I million appeal for 
beleagured North Korea 
and received $7.9 million 
for its first two efforts. 

“The more we get to know 
North Korea, the greater the 
needs appear to be." said 
Charles Eldred-Evans. the 
federation's regional infor- 
mation officer in Kuala 
Lumpur. 

South Korean officials 
have attempted to cast 
doubt on the scope of the 
food crisis. But. according 
to North Korean officials, 
more than 20 per cent of its 
total arable land was under- 
water for more than 10 days 
during this year's floods, 
rendering it barren and use- 
less. 

They say North Korea 
will need S.5 million tonnes 
of food to keep its popula- 
tion alive in 1997. but will 
only be able to provide 3.5 
million tonnes, leaving a 40 
per cent shortfall. 

Mr. Gronning said he did 
not know the percentage of 
North Korea's 22 million 
people who were in serious 
need of food, bur previous 


estimates have put the fig- 
ure as high as one half. 

He said that the govern- 
ment food allowance had 
risen from 200 grammes 
(seven ounces) to 250 
grammes <8.75 ounces) 
over the harvest period. 

“I'm not sure if the 
increase has been main- 
tained. but with assistance 
from other international 
agencies, this allowance can 
be boosted to 450 grammes 
(15.75 ounces)." he added. 

The U.N. minimum rec- 
ommended allowance for 
refugees is 450 grammes. 

While the North Korean 
government blames bad 
flooding in 1995 and 1996 
for its disastrous food short- 
ages. analysts pul more of 
the blame on its policy of 
isolation in the face of mas- 
sive changes in the former 
Communist world. 

North Korea has refused 
to alter its hardline Stalinist 
stance or its strictly planned 
society, even though its 
economy has been in steep 
decline since 1991. 


apples, beef and aircraft, 
noting that Japan Airlines 
Co. Ltd. (JAL) was alone 
among the world's 10 big- 
gest airlines in not possess- 
ing any Airbus aircraft. 

Mr. Hashimoto replied 
that JAL was a private com- 
pany and that other Japa- 
nese airlines used planes 
made by the European con- 
sortium. 

During their talks, Mr. 
Chirac raised the issue of 
problems faced by French 
construction companies in 
the Japanese market. 

But the president noted 
that he had been telling 
French business leaders that 
the Japanese market was not 
only possible but also nec- 
essary. praising the narrow- 
ing of the trade imbalance 
between the two countries. 

Ml Chirac also indicated 
that France Telecom was 
seeking “important part- 
ners" and called for a “grea- 
ter opening" of the Japanese 
insurance market. 

Earlier. Mr. Chirac and his 
wife. Bernadette, met Em- 
peror Akihito and Empress 
Michiko at the Akasaka 
Palace, marking the official 
start of the French leader's 
visit, his 43rd to Japan and 
his first since becoming 
president. 


Russian 
blast death 
toll rises 
to over 40 


MOSCOW (R) — The 
death toll from the week- 
end explosion at a military 
block of flats in Russia's 
southern Dagestan region 
rose to more than 40 
Monday and could end’ up 
at more than 50. Russia's 
emergencies ministry said. 

The ministry said the 43 
dead from Saturday's blast 
included 15 children. Eight 
people were still in hospital 
and about a dozen were 
still missing and feared 
buried in the wreckage. 

NTV television said res- 
cuers still believed there 
was a chance of finding 
some of them alive and 
were picking slowly 
through the rubble for sur- 
vivors. 

ITAR-TASS news agen- 
cy quoted official sources 
us saying the blast might 
have been a gangland re- 
venge attack linked to a 
regional crackdown on 
arms and caviar smuggling. 

Border guards issued a 
statement describing the 
explosion as a “terrorist 
act" by cross-border crimi- 
nals. 

“Those who thus intend 
to intimidate the border 
defenders are deeply mis- 
taken." said the statement, 
adding that the losses hud 
strengthened the guards’ 
resolve to deal harshly with 
the criminals. , 

It called on the relevant 
state institutions to deal 
with the “outrageous out- 
burst of crime and terror- 
ism" in the country. 

Gangland violence has 
become commonplace in 
post -Communist Russia. 
Earlier this month 14 peo- 
ple died in a bomb blast at 
a Moscow' cemetery appar- 
ently triggered by a feud 
between warring factions 
of an Afghan war veterans' 
charity with big business 
links. 

Regional authorities dec- 
lared Sunday and Monday 
official days of mourning 
in Dagestan, which borders 
the breakaway Russian 
republic of Chechcnyu. 

Some officials said there 
might be a link between the 
explosion and Chechenya. 
where an uneasy peace is 
holding after a 21 -month 
bloody conflict between 
Russian forces and sepa- 
ratists. 

But Chechen rebel leader 
Zelimkhan Yandarbiycv. 
whose aide worked out a 
new draft agreement with 
Moscow Saturday, denied 
the separatists were in- 
volved in the blast, which 
he said was aimed at wre- 
cking the peace process. 
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^Hutu refugees pas^ by 

Thousands of Romanians celebrate exit poll results showing opposition leader Emil Constanfinescu ahead of ^^jceuter photo i 
incumbent fon Iliescu by eight percent Monday (Reuter photo) y - ie *L— — • — 


Romania’s president-elect pledges swift reform Pakistan intei 


BUCHAREST (R) — Ro- 
mania's president-elect 
Emil Constantine scu. sa- 
vouring a historic triumph 
over ex-Communists who 
held the country' in an iron 
grip, said Monday he would 
move swiftly to begin a new 
era of reform. 

Mr. Constantinescu won 
Sunday's election by a sur- 
prisingly large margin, 
defeating Ion fliescu who 
led the East European coun- 
try since its bloody uphea- 
val in 19S9. and until re- 
cently was favourite to win 
again. 

Exit polls gave Mr. 
Constantinescu a seven or 
eight point margin over Mr. 
Iliescu. an ex-Communisl 
reviled by liberals as the 
man who hobbled real re- 
forms after coming to po- 
wer in the aftermath of Sta- 
linist dictator NicolueCeau- 
sescu's overthrow and exe- 


cution. 

“We are here to say that 
Romania will become once 
again the dignified and 
prosperous country we all 
wanted." Mr. Constant ines- 
eu told tens of thousands of 
people from a balcony over 
University Square, where 
many died in the December 
19S9 revolution. 

For Mr. Constantinescu. 
57 Tuesday, the victory was 
the final chapter in a revolu- 
tion whose fruits opposition 
figures long argued were 
stolen from them by ex- 
Communists. 

“We are home again 
because in this square we 
won liberty. This square is 
the starting place of democ- 
racy in Romania." he told 
supporters mindful of I9S9 
and a savage miners' riot 
against reformists in 1990 
on the same spot. 

Throughout the night rev- 


ellers embraced, cracked 
open champagne and 
swayed to disco music in 
the square as they celebrat- 
ed the end of the old order. 

As (lie initial euphoria 
died away Mr. Constunti- 
nescu told Romanians to 
brace themselves for the 
pain of reviving a weak 
economy that has left most 
of them in poverty and 
pledged to begin a reform 
programme immediately he 
is inaugurated. 

“The time for action has 
begun. From this moment, 
we'll have to work." he told 
a television interviewer. 

“We will have an austerity 
programme. We have an ex- 
tremely difficult legacy. The 
government must apply 
long-term reform but must 
achieve results quickly." 

“I am convinced we will 
be able to make this effort 
and that we will succeed if 




we remove incompetence 
and theft." 

The former geology pro- 
fessor said he would work 
with his political partners to 
implement quickly his 
■'contract with Romania", 
modelled on the U.S. Re- 
publican Party programme. 

The contract promises 
improved social benefits, 
reduced taxation, easier 
credit for the disadvantaged 
and better economic man- 
agement within 200 days of 
taking power. 

Mr. Constantinescu also 
promised to attack corrupt 
tion. liberate financial mar- 
kets and remove barriers to 
foreign investment that pre- 
vented Romania getting the 
help it needed. 

His pro-Western belief in 
free markets -will go down 
well abroad, and help to 
-improve Romania’s -poor 
image as a backward coun- 
try in the thrall of Ceauces- 
cu's successors. 

“This time we will have to 
use with wisdom the new 
sympathy we are getting, 
capital wc lost in 1989," he 
said, adding that his victory, 
coupled with the parliamen- 
tary triumph two weeks ago 
of his centrist group, had 
won foreign support. 

His success ended Ro- 
mania's status as the sole 
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Rnmania's anii-Communist challenger Emil Constantinescu celebrates with liis wire 
Nadia (centre) and daughter Norina (left) after results of exit polls Monday showed 
him ahead of incumbent Ion Iliescu (Reuter photo) 


former Communists had yet 
to be dislodged and showed 
a new political maturity, 
analysts said. 

“It is the first time in 
Romania's history that a 
leader is departing in a 
democratic way," commen- 
tator Ion Crisioiu said. 

“Not strangled, not in a 
coup, not shot in Tirgoviste 
fCeausescu's execution). 
That is why today is a his- 
toric ilav.” 
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Crippled Russian spacecraft falls to earth 


WASHINGTON (R) — Russia's crippled Mars probe, car- 
rying four canisters of radioactive plutonium, fell to Earth 
Sunday over the South Pacific west of Chile. U.S. anil 
Australian officials said. 

U.S. Space Command in Colorado Springs. Colorado, 
which had been monitoring the stricken spacecraft's orbit, 
said it re-entered Earth’s atmosphere above “a broad txvan 
area somewhere west of Chile" at about 8:30 n.m. est (() 1 30 
GMT). 

Australian officials said the probe landed between Easter 
Island and the Chilean coast and located the impact site at 
31 degrees south. 96.3 degrees west. 

The Chilean Navy had received no official word of the 
crash, but recovery of any debris from the spacecraft would 
be difficult if not impossible, a Chilean naval officer said. 

“This area has one of the deepest ocean floors in the 
world. Any kind of recover} 1 , if it were possible, would be 
very, very tough." the officer told Reuters. 

The area where tire spacecraft fell is up to 6.000 metres 
deep, according to maps of the area. 

U.S. Space Command spokesman Dave Knox said his 
agency (racked objects in space, not in the atmosphere, 
therefore* it was impossible to know whether the six-tonne 
craft exploded upon re-entry and where exactly (lie debris 
landed. 

“Wc hate confirmed that the spacecraft has re-entered. 
There's no wav for us to tell if something survived re- 
entry." Mr. Knox told Reuters. 

If the probe survived re-entry, n may have crashed into 
the southern Pacific several hundred miles from the calcu- 
lated re-entry location, the command's Space Control 
Centre said. 

Most of the craft likely burned up upon entering the 
Earth's atmosphere, although NASA officials said two 
landing vehicles weighing 50 kilos each were built to sur- 
vive a landing on Mars and likely crashed into the ocean as 
debris. 

The vehicles each carried two tiny plutonium batteries 
about the size of 35mm film canisters containing a loud of 
200 grammes of the radioactive material, hut Russian offi- 
cials said they were designed to survive the intense hem of 


re-entry and the impact of a crash. 

U.S. official* said they were confident the batteries had 
Mimvcd intact and were now at the bottom of the ocean. 


“Our o|vr,niiig assumption is that rhe plutonium ... with- 
stood re-entry and tell into the water fully encapsulated," 
said Department of Energy spokeswoman Carmen a 
MacDougall. “In the unlikely event that a release (of V 


radioactivity) occurred, the weather is currently blowing 
away from Chile." 


K hbed off from Kazakhstan's Baikonur 

Space Centre Saturday, hut failed to break out of the Earth's 
orbit alter a booster rocket misfired. 

Initially the probe looked likely to hit Earth over 
Australia, causing Australian defence officials to jump into 
fren/icd preparations for a possible emergency. 

I wo 2-metre pcnetr.uois designed to ram into the surface 

n ' ^ uru "‘■'iching 65 kilogrammes each, were also 
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The Russian probe had been due to reach Mars on Sept. :%* &e C 
7 next year The hided mission was the second of three nJ * Cpp ji ° 10 years 
planned trips from Earth to Mars m just over a month. •> in- f* der ' ^ism 

The L lilted Slates launched a robot voyage to Mars two jw ntrs electe-i get Mr. 
weeks ago and si second mission will blast off on Dec. 2 All rh*n ? trial h 

were tasked n » check inr signs of water on the distant plan- )f| I 
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happen if the plutonium batter- 


One possibility was that the canisters would break up. if 

Mr Bdl S3id a *mall radio* 

Plutonium iVc .!' V* 1 " tu,Id d^ipate harmlessly. 

Mr Bell stH r ,,U t S . Mn ® or bonc cjnccr if inhaled. 

Mr. Bell said dispersal ;» a \ ov , ultitude or breakage 

upon tmpaet could hav e been lethal to humans 
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Pakistan interim government leads 
corruption hunt into Bhutto team 


nescu ^ Jtwandan Hutu refugees pass by a dead Zairean soldier near the camp of Sake. Hundreds of thousands of refugees 
, fled the Mngunga and Sake refugee camps Thursday to return to Rwanda after having been in Zaire for more than 

Wl f t tw0 (Reuter photo) 

Pakistan interim government leads Taiwan 
fe^r corruption hunt into Bhutto team party drafts 

ISLAMABAD (AFP) — ing he was made a minister ties and the administration nPflPP t 

“eonir -r ff PakisKm ’ s imerim govern- despite pending “criminal" of corrupt elements ahead j JOdUC pad 

mode lip i ttl1 . ment has stepped up pres- charges. of new general election . - . 

niihl, „V n ' M sure on the ousted adminis- Masood Sharif, chief of scheduled for Feb. 3. With C [11113 

publkjj) Fan;.^ ration of Benazir Bhutto the country’s intelligence Several Bhutto adminis- VV1L11 '^ Uliia 

me knniruci [ with the detention of anorh- bureau under the ousted go- muion officials have al- TAIPEI (AFP) — Taiwan’s 

improu- j >.\j er ex-minister and a top vemmenL has been arrested re adv been detained for al- ruling Kuomintang (KMT, 
reduced luxaij.* intelligence official. in connection with the last or Nationalist Party) Mon- 

creJii i.>r ilurd;,^ Nawaz Khokar, science month's killing of deposed j^rive wron°-doine- and day re * ease£ ^ a draft peace 

and bciirr and technology minister in premier's brother Murtaza ‘ , treaty with mainland Chi- 

sgem:iii the sacked government, was Bhutto. ore are like y to oe taKun n a,andcalledfortheswap- 

takinj p,.v. cf 1 taken into custody in the The intelligence official. custody. ping of representative offi- 

Nj r eastern provincial capital of arrested on charges of in- I he interim government ces between the two rivals, 
oromi ~ . ' ,u ‘ Lahore late Sunday, offi- volvement in the “murder” headed by caretaker Prune The draft peace, treaty 

rim ’, 'rlr '1 cialssaid. of Murtaza. will be pro- Minister Malik Meraj Kha- was prepared by the direc- 

, * ' Mr. Khokar. the second duced before a magistrate in lid proposes to set up tri- tor of the Diplomacy De- 

f Bhutto minister to be de- southern city of Karachi bunals of judges from supe- partment at Taiwan's N&- 

torcicri i.r.ointeaa tained since she was ousted Monday, police said. rior courts to conduct trial tional Chengchi University 

\entc„ Ki.iiiianjJi: on Nov. 5, was picked up by Murtaza and seven col- of planned corruption cases. at the request of the ruling 

help v. nc.-luj the Federal Investigation leagues were killed in a Officials said the tribunals party’s Policy Coordina- 

Hi> pro-Wr irn Agency, which looks into police shootout near his would be established under tion Committee, 

free mariei: lull, (criminal cases,"-.- ,u Karachi residence on Sept, a new accountability law to The paper, released 

•well abr .ua. and «v Tfie reasons for Mr. Kho- 20. be announced by ihe.:Carc- through- the state^funded 

-imr rx .e Fonunr fear's detention- Were not im- Mr. Sharif and eight po- taker Law Minister Fakh- Central News Agency 

ini-iae j bxU- mediately known however. lice officials were accused mddin Ibrahim (CNA), argues that the two 

tn in ihemrJ.^ Ms. Bhutto’s husband by Murtaza's party of in- ^ has ^ sides of the Taiwan Strait 

Asif Ali Zardan, who was volvement in the killing in a ^ found auiltv wouId can have their own defim- 

^ her investment minis- complaint lodged v,ith the stand disqualified from pan- ^nof "one China' aslong 

„ . , . . ; lir : ter, was detained the day police earlier this month. • ... as they agree that Taiwan 

. h n President ‘Farcoq Ahmad Three accused police offi- nc.pat.ong m the electoral and China ^ reunify 
s\ input..' Leghari diraissed the prime rials have already been evenrually. 

capiiul ..cl - • minister, accusing her of held, two have gone into Ms - Bhutto has accused Taiwan and China have 

said, .idi-ins wji* corrU ption and presiding hiding and another three Mr. Leghari of sacking her remained rivals since the 

coupL’d v.iipiriiti. over a deadly misrule. have been granted interim because of “personal mal- Nationalists were defeated 

tan triumph i'»'* ;: In his proclamation sack- bail by a Karachi court. * ce and challenged her dis- by the Chinese Coramu- 
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ing he was made a minister 
despite pending “criminal" 
charges. 

Masood Sharif, chief of 
the country’s intelligence 
bureau under the ousted go- 
vernment. has been arrested 
in connection with the last 
month's killing of deposed 
premier’s brother Murtaza 
Bhutto. 

The intelligence official, 
arrested on charges of in- 
volvement in the “murder” 
of Murtaza. will be pro- 
duced before a magistrate in 
southern city of Karachi 
Monday, police said. 

Murtaza and seven col- 
leagues were killed in a 
police shootout near his 
Karachi residence on Sepr. 
20 . 

Mr. Sharif and eight po- 
lice officials were accused 
by Murtaza's party of in- 
volvement in the killing in a 
complaint lodged with the 
police earlier this month. 

Three accused police offi- 
cials have already been 
held, two have gone into 
hiding and another three 
have been granted interim 
bail by a Karachi court. 

Pakistan’s 14-day old 
caretaker government has 
launched a drive to rid poli- 


tics and the administration 
of corrupt elements ahead 
of new general election 
scheduled for Feb. 3. 

Several Bhutto adminis- 
tration officials have al- 
ready been detained for al- 
leged financial and admin- 
istrative wrong-doings and 
more are likely to be taken 
into custody. 

The interim government 
headed by caretaker Prime 
Minister Malik Meraj Kha- 
lid proposes to set up tri- 
bunals of judges from supe- 
rior courts to conduct trial 
of planned corruption cases. 

Officials said the tribunals 
would be established under 
a new accountability law to 
be announced by ihe-iCare- 
taker Law Minister Fakh- 
niddin Ibrahim. 

Mr. Khalid has said that 
those found guilty would 
stand disqualified from par- 
ticipationg in the electoral 
process. 

Ms. Bhutto has accused 
Mr. Leghari of sacking her 
because of “personal mal- 
ice” and challenged her dis- 
missal ahd the dissolution 
of the National Assembly at 
the Supreme Court. 


tan tnunipn ^ jjjs proclamation sack- bail by a Karachi court. ,c ^ ana cnaiiengea ner ois- 

of hi- ui’niri>i 5* jjjg Ms Bhuao, the presi- Pakistan’s 14-day old missal ahd the dissolution 
won tVc .■!£:■ dent had mentioned Mr. caretaker government has of the National Assembly at 

Hi.' ***■ Kohkar’s appointment, say- launched a drive to rid poli- the Supreme Court. 

EH Power struggle reportedly breaks 
out in India’s Congress Party 


;i new poln'i J 1 
aiuih^- '-u J - 
-It' - 'he on new DELHI (AFP) — A 
Rom.tPi.;'* hl ' , ‘: power struggle has broken 
leader i* out in the Congress (1) over 

^molrats*. yho should control the 
tator lV.n" Cn*** country’s oldest political 
.. N i .' ^ rJ3t -|(ii.- party, sources said Monday. 

- vir ‘iu-i ** Former Preraier PV *. Na ’ 

„- U ' rasunha Rao, who quit as 

i <_ ' L ( ^ party p rcs jdent after corrup- 

Thai i' \ • tion . allegations but has 

h >nc u.=> refused to abandon control 

J of the Congress Parliamen- 
Ic fid* taiy Party (CPP), is on a 

Id collision course with new 

President Sitaram Kesri, 
r^sh. ih n/ 'they said, 

e coniid'* 11 iFtf -’.viu Titey added Sonia Gan- 
ai the N **«t*ns v' dhi. the influential but rec- 

- . h: „ ;|k pluu" 11 ^ lusive Italian-born widow 

‘ liili' ^.j of assassinated Prime Mi- 

ie wjilj ■ vn >n *t /- -ju; 


at me „ lU a 


ly e' ei- ^ - congress President a«a- 

veaiht'r i* ‘ ram Kesri is waging a proxy 

. , .jjn’- ^ w ar on behalf of Mrs. Gan- 
roni dhi ” a Rao loyalist told the 

led m hri ’ jK ,M ‘ Tunes of India newspaper 
sfired. fjT” Monday, on an alleged 

i likel' 10 , raove 10 pressure the 75- 
. t -J nL .J eiiic'-^ * year-old leader to relinquish 

' ^ parliamentary posirion. 

ss>b. - inU > “Instead of asking Rao to 
^ -.jJ'- step down as CPP leader, 

iiogram 1 ‘ y the Combine will ay to get 
supporters elected to 
a due m Tt ^ CPP posts and then build 

(ion 1 : : 


■r >kL'" OI1u V ' Rajiv Gandhi, was 
‘ . .1 j % also involved in the battle. 


“Congress President Sita- 
ram Kesri is waging a proxy 
war on behalf of Mrs. Gan- 
dhi,” a Rao loyalist told the 
Tunes of India newspaper 
Monday, on an alleged 
raove to pressure the 75- 
year-old leader to relinquish 


pressure on him to quit” 

Another party official said 
on condition of anonymity 
that the highly-respected 
Sonia Gandhi would play a 
more active role in the 
Congress. 

Mrs. Gandhi, universally 
called “Madam,” has main- 
tained a Garboesque profile 
despite repeated calls for 
her to take over the leader- 
ship of the Congress. 

Messages like “bring in 
Sonia, save India” are com- 
monly see on hoardings in 
India, while many admirers 
have consistently urged her 
to join the party think-tank, 
the powerful Congress Wor- 
king Committee tCWC). 

“Even if Mrs. Gandhi 
does not join the CWC. as is 
being talked about in Cong- 
ress circles, her stamp will 
be most visible in most 
Congress activities,” the 
official said. 

Mr. Kesri, meanwhile, is 
continuing efforts to reunite . 
the Congress Parry after 
years of increasing faction- 
alism under Mr. Rao. 

Mr. Rao. currently facing 
trial in three unrelated cor- 
ruption cases, led Congress 


to its worst electoral defeat 
in its 1 1 1 -year-old history in 
May, a disaster which ended 
Mr. Rao’s five-year tenure 
as prime minister. 

Mr. Kesri wants to woo 
back rebels who have bro- 
ken away from Congress in 
recent years to form their 
own regional factions. 

The Hindustan Times said 
Mr. Kesri revoked the 1993 
expulsions of three promi- 
nent former members Sun- 
day. 

It said M.L. Fotedar and 
Sheila Dixit, both former 
federal ministers, and K.N. 
Dixit, the pony’s former 
general secrectary, would 
be allowed to rejoin the 
party. 

The three rebels, expelled 
after arguing party members 
should not be given more 
than one party post each, 
joined a rival faction called 
Congress (T). 

A fortnight ago another 
former minister, Madhavrao 
Scindia, thrown out for 
fighting an election as an 
independent, was re-admit- 
ted after peace talks with 
Mr. Kesri. 


Lanka troops escalate search missions 

a bl.t <l V COLOMBO (AFP) — Security forces have Another Tiger fighter was shot dead an 
>n r u i-’i ^ V -.escalated their search and destroy missions his body was recovered together with an 

01 against Tamil guerrillas in northeast Sri automatic assault nfle wd ammunition .n 

Unfa where amis caches have been dis- the adjoining district of Kil.nochchi Sun- 
JSL 1 1,1 .•iht 1 • cowiwi #!»»» rvfpnr>» Mimsnv said Mon- day, the ministry said. 

The sporadic clashes came as security 
forces remained on maximum alert for pos- 


^ 1 ' nitfJ* * covered, the Defence Minisoy said Mon- 

th sis* ^ prt iN )IP day. 

»ian Soldiers found 69 hand grenades from a 


ra the peninsula of Jaffna Sunday, tne mm- 
kuysaid.' 

It said another 75 locally-made monar 
honibs were found at another location with- 
in die Jaffna pe nins ula where security for- 
also fought a brief gun battle, leaving 
006 Hger wounded. 


The Tigers also mark a “heroes* week” in 
November to commemorate their dead 
fighters. 

Officials said they had stepped up vigi- 
lance in the embattled northeast as well as 
in the capital Colombo to prevent attacks. 


Taiwan 
party drafts 
peace pact 
with China 

TAIPEI (AFP) — Taiwan’s 
ruling Kuomintang (KMT, 
or Nationalist Party) Mon- 
day released a draft peace 
treaty with mainland Chi- 
na, and called for the swap- 
ping of representative offi- 
ces between the two rivals. 

The draft peace, treaty 
was prepared by the direc- 
tor of the Diplomacy De- 
partment at Taiwan's Na- 
tional Chengchi University 
at the request of the ruling 
party’s Policy Coordina- 
tion Committee. 

The paper, released 
through, i- the .. stare^funded 
Central News Agency 
(CNA). argues that the two 
sides of the Taiwan Strait 
can have their own defini- 
tion of “one China” as long 
as they agree that Taiwan 
and China will reunify 
evenrually. 

Taiwan and China have 
remained rivals since the 
Nationalists were defeated 
by the Chinese Commu- 
nists in a civil war in 1949 
and fled to the island. In 
recent years, the Nationa- 
list government in Taiwan 
has tried to ease hostility 
with the mainland. 

“The two sides can swap 
representative missions to 
offset the current zero-sum 
confrontational situation,” 
said the drafted agreement. 
The drafted pact says the 
two sides must commit not 
to use military force as a 
tool for reunification, must 
respect each other’s rights 
to be involved in interna- 
tional affairs, and resolve 
their disputes peacefully 
and in line with the United 
Nations charters. 

Taiwan's mainland policy 
planning body, the Mainland 
Affairs Council (MAC), 
should be charged with deal- 
ing with China's Taiwan Af- 
fairs Office under the cabi- 
net to swap representative 
missions and tackle other 
cross-strait issues, according 
to the draft accord. 

The drafter, Lee Teng- 
Ke, said the peace pact 
would expand trade and 
investment activities bet- 
ween the rwo sides of the 
Taiwan Strait, reduce their 
confrontation and unneces- 
sary spendings in foreign 
and defense affairs. 

KMT committee deputy 
director Lin Yu-Hsiang, 
said he would submit the 
draft to the KMT for study. 

The release of the paper 
came a day after Taiwanese 
President Lee Teng-Hui re- 
newed his offer to Chinese 
counterpart Jiang Zemin to 
visit Taipei and for him to 
visit Beijing to talk with 
leaders there. 

The president made the 
comment in a meeting with 
a group of visiting U.S. 
senators here shortly after 
they had visited China. 

MAC Chairman Chang 
King-Yuh Monday told the 
senators that at the moment 
he saw no chance for a 
meeting between leaders of 
Taiwan and China due to 
Beijing's reluctance to 
resume Talks. 


Hutu refugee flow slows; 
Zaire force doubts increase 


G1SENYI, Rwanda (R) — 
The flow of Hutu refugees 
crossing into Rwanda from 
Zaire dropped sharply Mon- 
day while a fragile consen- 
sus on the need for a multi- 
national peace force splin- 
tered. 

With an estimated 

400.000 refugees already 
back home and a further 

100.000 on the move, sever- 
al countries called for a 
rethink on the U.N. mis- 
sion’s goal and size. 

Countries set to partici- 
pate in the Canadian-led 
force said they would meet 
Wednesday at the U.S. mili- 
tary's European headquar- 
ters in Stuttgart, Germany, 
to review the situation. 

U.S. Defence Secretary 
William Perry stressed Sun- 
day that Washington had yet 
to make a firm decision on 
participation. Al one point 
during an NBC television 
interview, he said: “We are 
not the Salvation Army.” 

The Stuttgart meeting was 
announced at the world 
food summit in Rome by 
South African Deputy Presi- 
dent Thabo Mbeki. Like 
Washington, South Africa 
had been a reluctant partici- 
pant in the force, which was 
set up to help get food to the 
refugees. 

Some 10,000 soldiers are 
supposed to join the Cana- 
dian-led contingent, but Mr. 


Mbeki said a force that size 
might not be needed now 
and the focus would be dif- 
ferent anyway. 

“I think one of the urgent 
questions that remains is 
that you’ve got these 
refugees who might have 
shifted location and are now 
in Rwanda and who still 
need to be fed and clothed,” 
he said. 

On Monday, Eritrea 
joined the chorus of coun- 
tries saying the force was at 
best no longer necessary, at 
worst ill-conceived and said 
it was withdrawing an earli- 
er commitment to take part. 

In a statement faxed to 
reuters in Nairobi, the Fo- 
reign Ministry said the wi- 
shes of regional leaders had 
been ignored. 

“The government of Erit- 
rea wishes to express its se- 
rious misgivings on the 
multinational force of inter- 
vention on eastern Zaire 
that is apparently under 
way,” the statement said. 

But Canada, backed by 
the United Nations, insisted 
the mission should go 
ahead. 

“Now is not the time to 
pause and reflect. We still 
have to have very direct 
action.” Canadian Foreign 
Affairs Minister Lloyd Ax- 
worthy told Reuters. 

Mr. Ax worthy said large 
numbers of refugees re- 


mained in various pans of 
eastern Zaire. .They were 
weak, tired and hungry and 
would find it difficult to 
join the exodus. 

Meanwhile in the heart of 
Africa, refugees woke up on 
the roads in the eastern 
Zairean city of Coma, put 
their belongings on their 
heads, held firm to their 
children and started walking 
at first light. 

The first group plodded 
without pausing past three 
Rwandan soldiers at the 
border and crossed into the 
Rwandan town of Gisenyi. 

The soldiers, who had 
stood guard overnight, 
abandoned the border post 
minutes later as the flow of 
refugees increased. 

But at times it dwindled to 
a thin broken line, com- 
pared to the thousands 
crossing every hour, even in 
the early morning, on the 
previous two days. 

“The flood is running out. 
These are the stragglers. It 
looks like this is the start of 
the end of this wave,” said a 
U.N. Children’s Fund 
(UNICEF) worker, watch- 
ing the slow silent proces- 
sion. 

Ten refugees, including 
three small children, pushed 
a pick-up vehicle loaded 
with matresses and other 
belongings up a small hill 
across die bonier after it had 


run out of petrol. 

There were two deaths 
overnight. At a clinic in 
Gisenyi run by the British 
charity Medical Emergency 
Relief International, a doc- 
tor stud a two-year-old girl 
with severe diarrhoea, 
dehydration and malnutri- 
tion, died late Sunday. 

A small child, separated 
from his parents, had the 
same problems and died in 
the early hours of Monday, 
he added. 

Over a million Hutus fled 
Rwanda in mid- 1994 after a 
rebel Tutsi army overran the 
country following the geno- 
cide of Tutsis by Hutu ex- 
tremists. Many ended up in 
camps in eastern Zaire. 

Fearing reprisals if they 
returned home, and terrified 
of the armed Hum militants 
in their midst, the refugees 
stayed in their camps until 
an onslaught this month by 
Zairean rebels, including 
many Tutsis, forced the ex- 
tremists to flee. 

There are still around 

215.000 refugees from the 
area unaccounted for after 
the fierce fighting of recent 
weeks, plus some 500.000 
other refugees in the Buka- 
vu area of eastern Zaire. 

Thousands of Zaireans 
have also been displaced by 
the fighting. 


Thailand’s NAP forms 6-party coalition 


BANGKOK (AFP) — Out- 
going Deputy Premier 
Chaowalit Yongchaiyudh 
said Monday his New As- 
piration Party (NAP) would 
lead a six-party coalition to 
form Thailand's next gov- 
ernment 

He pledged to find experts 
and people of quality” for 
the cabinet, an, apparent ref- 
erence -to tte.previous gov-i 
eminent's perceived 'failure 1 
to find competent people for 
key positions, particularly 
economic ministries. 

. “Six parties have agreed 
to join the government,” 
Mr. Chaowalit told repor- 
ters at the home of Cbati- 
chai Choonhavan, head of 
the Chart Pattana Party 


which left the opposition to 
join the NAP-led coalition. 

The patties won 221 of 
the 393 seats in parliament 
in Sunday’s general elec- 
tion. They were NAP (125), 
Chan Pattana (52), Social 
Action Party (20), Pracha- 
kom Thai (18), Seritham (4) 
and Muonchon (2). 

All but Chart Pattana were 
in The outgoing government. 
“"M/. Chaowalit turned “tb 
Chart Pattana after outgoing 
Premier Banham Silpa- 
Archa apparently balked at 
the NAP’s coalition plans. 

Mr. Chaowalit. deputy 
premier under Mr. Banham, 
was instrumental in the 
prime minister’s fall in Sep- 
tember when Mr. Banharn’s 


coalition allies demanded 
his resignation in exchange 
for their support in a parlia- 
mentary vote of confidence. 

Mr. Banham dissolved 
parliament rather than hand 
over the premiership to Mr. 
Chaowalit. 

The NAP edged past the 
leading opposition Democ- 
rat •' P^r-ied i by former 
Premier Chuan Leekpai, by 
two seats, winning the right 
to try to form the next gov- 
ernment. 

On Sunday, before the 
official election returns 
were announced, die NAP 
leader posed with Mr. Ban- 
ham and leaders of the So- 
cial Action, Prachakom 
Thai and Muonchon parties. 


apparently with the inten- 
tion of forming a coalition. 

Mr. Chattchai told repor- 
ters Monday that he had 
been contacted by NAP 
Secretary-General Sanoh 
Thienthong who asked 
Chart Pattana to join the 
government “in the national 
interest.'* . . 

•. • Chart Pattana ' officials 
sajd the party Kail joined the 
alliance without any pre- 
conditions. 

Mr. Chaowalit meanwhile 
paid tribute to Mr. Chati- 
chai’s government experi- 
ence. particularly in foreign 
affairs, but he refused to 
give any indication of cabi- 
net assignments. 


U.S. to make cautious pitch for rights in China 


EIELSON AIR FORCE 
BASE, Alaska (R) — The 
United States intends to 
make an aggressive pitch 
for human rights during 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher’s upcoming vi- 
sit to China, officials said 
Sunday. 

But as Mr. Christopher 
left Washington for the 
highest-level U.S. visit to 
China in more than two 
years, U.S. officials sig- 
nalled a desire to avoid the 
kind of confrontation on 
human rights that marred 
the secretary’s first, and 
last, visit there in March 
1994. 

Unlike the previous trip, 
Assistant Secretary of State 
John Sbattuck, the top U.S. 
policymaker on human 
rights, was not expected to 
meet any pro-democracy 
activists while he is with 
Mr. Christopher in Beijing 
on Nov. 20-21, state depart- 
ment spokesman Nicholas 
Bums said. 

Mr. Bums noted that the 
United States was disap- 
pointed that a Chinese ap- 
peal court had upheld Chi- 
nese dissident Wang Dan’s 
jail sentence. 

And while Mr. Bums said 
Mr. Christopher “will be 
raising this issue (of human 
rights) aggressively” in 
talks with Chinese leaders, 
the spokesman would not 


say if the secretary would 
address the Wang case spe- 
cifically. 

Mr. Bums briefed repor- 
ters on the secretary's U.S. 
air force jet 

Mr. Christopher, whose 
plane stopped in Alaska 
near Fairbanks to refuel, 
was to spend the night in 
Sapporo, Japan and then 
arrive in Beijing Tuesday 
night On Wednesday, he 
holds day-long talks with 
Chinese President Jiang Ze- 
min, Premier Li Peng and 
Foreign Minister Qian Qi- 
chen. 

U.S.-China ties took a 
sharp turn fra’ the worse 
during Mr. Christopher's 
four-year tenure in Presi- 
dent (Bill) Clinton’s first 
term. 

With Mr. Clinton now re- 
elected to a second rrtm, 
Mr. Bums said Mr. Christo- 
pher was making the trip to 
“leave to his successor a 
relationship that’s even, bal- 
anced and moving for- 
ward.” ' ' 

In addition to human 
rights, Mr. Christopher’s 
talks with Chinese officials 
are expected to cover trade, 
arms sales and non-prolifer- 
ation, Taiwan, Hong Kong, 
tensions on the Korean 
peninsula and the environ- 
ment. But expectations for 
progress are low. 

The goal is to ensure that 


the two world powers, after 
a tense period of minimal 
contact, have resumed a 
regular and intensive dia- 
logue that will bring “bal- 
ance and predictability to 
the relationship,” Mr. Bums 
said. 

There is an expectation 
“1997 will the most active 
year in U.S.-China relations 
in the Clinton administra- 
tion,” he said. 

Mr. Clinton is to meet 
Chinese President Jiang 
Zemin in Manila on Nov. 24 
on the fringes of the Asia 
Pacific economic forum 
summit. Mr. Bums said he 
did not know if specific 
dates for an exchange of 
summits in their respective 
capitals would be an- 
nounced by the two leaders 
at that time. 

The presumption has been 
that Vice-President Al Gore 
would visit Beijing in the 
first half of 1997, Jiang 
would come to Washington 
next and lastly, maybe not 
until 199S, Mr. Clinton 
would go to the Chinese 
capital. 

Wang, a leader of the pro- 
democracy demonstrations 
in Tiananmen Square in 
1989, was jailed after a mil- 
itary crackdown on the pro- 
testors but was released in 
1993 after international 
appeals. 

Now he has been jailed 


for 1 1 more years on 
charges of subversion. A 
Chinese court rejected his 
appeal Friday. 

Coming just days before 
Mr. Christopher’s visit, the 
action was seen by many as 
another sharp warning to 
Washington not to press 
Beijing on human rights. 
But, some U.S. officials 
insist the action is more 
related to internal Chinese 
politics. 

“We’re very, very disap- 
pointed (by the appeals 
court verdict) and believe 
he’s being held only for his 
political views.” Mr. Bums 
said, adding: “We hope at 
some point, the appeals 
process will be successful 
and he’ll be released.” 

A few days before Mr. 
Christopher arrived in 
Beijing in 1994, Shaauck, 
who was already in the 
Chinese capital, met anoth- 
er prominent dissident Wei 
Jingsheng, at the China 
World Hotel. 

As he was leaving the 
meeting. Wei was arrested 
by Chinese authorities, 
prompting Mr. Christopher 
to suggest he might cancel 
his trip. Before Mr. 
Christopher landed in 
Beijing, Wei was released 
but the incident inflamed an 
already tense situation and 
made Mr. Christopher’s trip 
a disaster. 


5 Kashmiris reported killed by Indian shelling 


MUZAFFARABAD. Pakis- 
tan (R) — Indian mortar fire 
killed five civilians in the 
Pakistan-controlled portion 
of Kashmir at the weekend, 
Pakistani military and gov- 
ernment officials said Mon- 
day. 

A Pakistan array spokes- 
man said three people died 
Sunday in Athmuqam, 80 
kilometres northeast of the 
Azad (Free) Kashmir state 
capital Muzaffarabad. when a 
mortar round fired by Indian 
border forces struck a hotel. 

Azad Kashmir’s ’ animal 


husbandry minister. Gbu- 
lam Rasool, said a separate 
mortar attack Sunday killed 
two people and wounded 14 
in Miipura village, 35 kilo- 
metres northeast of Muzaf- 
farabad. 

Mr. Rasool said Indian 
mortar fire continued for 
more than an hour in vari- 
ous parts of the Neelum 
Valley, which straddles the 
ceasefire line dividing the 
Indian and Pakistani por- 
tions of Kashmir. 

“More than 150.000 inha- 
bitants of the valley have vir- 


tually become captives as 
their movement has been 
restricted due to frequent 
Indian shelling,” Mr. Rasool 
said. 

The main Neelum Valley 
road has been closed since 
1994 because of Indian 
shelling, which also threatens 
a bypass road built to ensure 
safe passage for traffic. 

“Even the bypass road has 
been closed for the last 
eight days,” Mr. Rasool 
said. At least two dozen of 
the 150 villages in the 200- 
kilometres long Neelum 


Valley were targets- for 
Indian gunners, he added. 

The army spokesman said 
Indian firing had killed at 
least 10 Kashmiris in the 
past 10 days. He said Pakis- 
tani forces had returned fire 
Sunday, but there was no 
word on Indian casualties. 

Mr. Rasool, who represents 
Neelum Valley in the Azad 
Kashmir Constituent Assem- 
bly, said Indian forces had 
intensified monar fire in the 
area since state assembly 
elections were held in Indian- 
ruled Kashmir. 
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Political life’s new tone 


HIS MAJESTY King Hussein's speech from the 
Throne today, on the opening of the fourth and last 
session of the 12th Parliament, should be expected to 
set a new political tone for political life in the coun- 
try based on our experiences in and lessons we 
learned from the democratisation process. Informed 
sources say that the thrust of the King's submissions 
for political reforms will focus on the strict separa- 
tion of the three branches of government in a bid to 
enhance and energise the system of checks and bal- 
ances, which is central to strengthening democracy. 
No one, of course, is talking here about the judiciary 
on whose role and function there is widespread 
agreement at least on the need for it to be totally 
independent of the executive and legislative branch- 
es. As a matter of fact there is a growing consensus 
that the independence of the judiciary should be fur- 
ther consolidated by removing all semblance of con- 
trol over high court appointments by the executive 
branch. 

It is rather the evident "overlapping'’ between the 
legislative and the executive branches of govern- 
ment which usually has found expression in the 
formation of cabinets from members of Lower 
House, that is expected to take centre stage in the 
Monarch’s speech. On this particular score, there 
are divisions in the country on the pros and cons of 
complete separation of Parliament from the execu- 
tive. What makes the debate on the issue that much 
more complex is the lack of international consensus 
on whether to assign portfolios to deputies of the rul- 
ing party or parties in Parliament There are several 
parliamentary democracies which subscribe to the 
notion of an organic link between the legislature and 
the executive, on top of which is Great Britain. 

It will be noticed that man^ countries wbichfollow 
the British system of government ‘developed a 
sophisticated political party systettr 'that is not 
always found in fledging democracies. Still even 
when a parliamentary rule in any given country is 
mature and well developed, the system of "fusing" 
the two branches of government is never without its 
drawbacks and flaws. Here in Jordan the choice 
between one style of parliamentary democracy and 
another is clearly not a simple matter and the debate 
on it is not yet crystallised. On the one hand, Jordan 
still has to develop a viable political party system, 
and on the other, Parliament has yet to consolidate 
its powers and extend its jurisdiction to enable it to 
stand up to the executive branch as equal partner in 
governing. 

It may also be noted tbat appointing deputies cab- 
inet members has further weakened the stature of 
the legislature and eroded its political clout vis-a-vis 
the cabinet. The trend to appease certain elements in 
parliament by assigning them portfolios irrespective 
of their abilities has in turn weakened the perfor- 
mance or the cabinet. It seems to us that what should 
determine our choice in the final analysis is the kind 
of people's representatives that the system can pro- 
duce. which is turn depends largely on the method of 
selection In place. If deputies are elected on the basis 
of a flawed election law. as the current one is, then it 
would make little difference which way we opt to go 
in separating or fusing the two estates. 

The only way to have a truly representative and 
effective parliament is to conduct national elections 
on the basis of a fair and equitable election law that 
meets international standards. This, we suggest, is 
the heart of the matter. The existing election law 
obviously falls short of the requirements of interna- 
tional norms and our own aspirations in more ways 
than one. Once there is in place a parliament that is 
truly representative of the people, then the prefer- 
ence for a complete separation of parliament from 
the executive would become more defensible. IT 
political reforms are overdue, they need to be con- 
ducted in a uniform and integrated manner. We can- 
not aim to reform one dimension of parliamentary 
life without amending for the better the other aspects 
of it. In other words, we need package-deal reforms 
before we are able to champion one style of parlia- 
mentary democracy over another. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


IN HIS column published in Al Ra'i Monday, econo- 
mist Fahed Fanek supported the idea of fixing the min- 
imum wage of workers in Jordan as suggested by 
Labour Minister Abdul Hafez Shakhanbeh and said that 
such a move will benefit many of the workers who live 
under the poverty line. If the poverty line is considered 
at a JD 120 monthly wage for a normal family in Jordan, 
then, at least, the minimum wage for a worker should 
not fall below that level, said the writer who noted that 
many workers are not earning as much at present. 
Families living under the poverty line in Jordan account 
for IS per cent of the population, according to recent 
estimates, said the writer who stressed that raising the 
workers’ wages to the JD 120 level is very logical 
indeed if the* country wants to deal with poverty. Of 
course, skilled workers and those with vast experience 
could continue to earn far more, but that depends on 
supply and demand in the labour market, added the 
writer. However, fixing minimum wages for workers 
might lead to negative results, like less demand by 
employers on workers, but, said the writer, setting min- 
imum wage rates for workers is a humanitarian-moti- 
vated gesture that ought to be accepted by employers 
and the public at large. 


The View from Fourth Circle 


By Rami G. Khourj 



Statistics, poverty and the race 


between diligence and despair 


IF ANY single issue threatens ail the countries in the 
Middle East — and fuels destabilising political protest 
movements — it is the issue of poverty and declining liv- 
ing standards. This simultaneously causes personal suffer- 
ing and the unravelling of families and communities, 
prompts a psychologicaJ cycle of anger, fear and despair, 
drives people to extremism and violence and. in some 
cases, leads to authoritarianism, widespread disorder or 
even national collapse. We must address this phenomenon 
much more seriously than we have done to date in the Arab 
World, or else risk a cycle of disorder in coming decades 
that will make recent Arab national turbulence — remem- 
ber Lebanon. Somalia. Yemen. Sudan and oLhers — seem 
like child's play in comparison. 

The issue of poverty and living standards in Jordan accu- 
rately mirrors the trends of our wider region. My colleague 
and friend, the always exciting columnist Fahed Fanek. 
has challenged the developmental community and its 
political decision-making compatriots in Jordan to come to 
terms with it more adequately — stating in recent columns 
in the Jordan Tunes and Al Ra'i that the real living stan- 
dard of Jordanians has dropped 47 per cent in the last 
decade. This figure represents the decline in per capita real 
private consumption, based on official Jordanian statistics 
published by the Central Bank. Per capita real private con- 
sumption at constant 1985 prices (i.e. adjusted for infla- 
tion) declined from JD 667 in 1985 to JD 352 in 1995. he 
said. 

At about the same time that Dr. Fanek was doing his cal- 
culations. I was also reviewing economic statistics for 
Jordan for the period 1980- 1995. in preparation for some 
lectures and articles. My calculations show some equally 
worrying trends — though we should beware that the pre- 
cise meaning of these statistics remains unclear, because 
they can be calculated in different ways and selectively 
manipulated. 

My calculations show that gross domestic product 
(GDP) per capita at constant 1985 prices, calculated in 
dollar terms, declined in the last decade by an even higher 
rate than real private consumption — it dropped by 59 per 
cent, from S2.244 in 1985 to S9Q8 in 1995: this reflects 
three factors that have ravaged Arab economies since the 
mid-1980s, namely economic slowdown, currency devalu- 
ations, and population increases. In dinar terms, though. 
GDP per capita at constant 1985 prices dropped by just 16 
per cent, from JD 748 to JD 626. 

In current dinar prices (i.e.. disregarding rising inflation 
and declining foreign exchange values) GDP per capita 
increased by 103 per cent in the 1985-1995 decade, from 
JD 528 to JD 1.076; in dollar terms. GDP per capita in cur- 
rent prices was virtually unchanged over the last decade (it 


actually dropped very nominally, from $1,585 in 1985 to 
$1,561 in 1995). 

Over a longer time span, from 1980 to 1995, gross 
national product (GNP) at current prices increased by 27 1 
percent, population increased by 92 per cent, and per capi- 
ta GNP at current prices increased by 93 percent (from JD 
543 in 1980 to JD 1.049 in 1995). 

Per capita income figures ore notoriously tricky beasts, 
and may or may not adequately reflect real quality-of-life 
conditions. A cursory scanning of other statistical indica- 
tors for Jordan over the lasL decade indicates that while our 
real income has been sliding badly, other quality-of-life 
indicators have improved or slipped orily slightly. 

For example, per capita water supply for household and 
municipal purposes (excluding agriculture) increased in 
the period 1985-1994, from 34 to 53 cubic metres per per- 
son. Per capita elecrricity consumed increased from' 
.000796 gigawat hours to .001045 GWH. and life 
expectancy at birth increased front 60 to 66 years; but, per 
capita domestic fuels consumption dropped slightly, from 
1.05 to .9 metric tonnes per year. 

So there you arc — a nice, varied and often dramatic col- 
lection of statistics to choose from, readily available to 
support the very opposite arguments that the Jordanian 
economy is either in great shape or is collapsing steadily. 
The data is complemented by an equally diverse array of 
personal attitudes — from those who thank God daily for 
the good fortune of being Jordanian, to those who bemoan 
the cruel and unusual punishment of living in the vortex of 
a beleaguered economy suffering the cumulative conse- 
quences of dependence, frailty, corruption and incompe- 
tence. 

We are aided in our attempt to assess our economic real- 
ities by several impressive and timely studies about pover- 
ty in Jordan and the wider Middle East, recently published 
by the United Nations Economic and Social Commission 
for Western Asia (ESCWA). These studies — entitled 
Poverty in Western Asia: A Social Perspective, and Impact 
of Selected Macroeconomics and Social Policies on 
Poverty, the case of Egypt. Jordan and the Republic of 
Yemen — review a wealth of data and draw several con- 
clusions. The most interesting ones, I thought, were that: 
a) poverty in this region resulted from a combination of 
domestic policy orientations and destabilising external 
political and military events: b) poverty's roots can be 
traced to distortions between political, economic, social 
and cultural policies within individual countries, c) rapid 
rural-to-urban migration, combined with an unsustainable, 
state-subsidised welfarist approach to social development, 
resulted in deteriorating economic and living conditions 
for large numbers of people after state budgets flirted with 


insolvency in the 1980s: and. d) the recent increases in 
poverty are only marginally due to the impact of the eco- 
nomic reforms and structural adjustment policies adopted 
by most Arab states and promoted and fisted by the 
World Bank and the IMF (on the contrary, ESCWA states, 
economic reforms will lower poverty in the long run, by 
promoting economic competitiveness and long-rerm 
growth: this sounds logical, but remains largely untested 
and is yet to be convincingly proven on a wide scale). 

The ESCWA repons also confirm two key points- that 
analysts, political economists and other such folks, includ- 
ing myself, have been raising for years: that the anticipat- 
ed surge in private investments that would fuel long-term 
growth has not materialised as expected, or as fast as 
expected, and that “state-run social safety aets and social 
funds are not a substitute for a comprehensive poverty 
alleviation strategy, and should not be treated as one.” 

A third noteworthy point in the reports is .about the 
imprecise duration of the transition period for economic 
reform and adjustment — a transition period during which 
poverty and unemployment increase, before growth is 
rekindled at a high rate that ultimately lowers unemploy- 
ment and poverty. The transition period seems 10 drag oo 
for much longer in practice than may have^tefea-anricipat- 
ed by the economic theorists or govenimoyHjfiSfaals who 
launch these adjustment policies. I say this as a fundamen- 
tal supporter of the need for economic adjustment — but a 
brand of adjustment that targets human equity and dignity 
along with growth rares and private sector profitability. 

The available macroeconomics data and studies by 
ESCWA and others should prompt us to refocus political 
energy and social/economic policies in a manner that tar- 
gets the poor and unemployed more rigorously. Jordan 
exemplifies both the strengths and weaknesses of modern 
Arab state policies, which promoted steady growth for 
many decades but have had to manage equaJJy sustained 
slippage since the post- 1983 regional recession. The con- 
tradictory statistics on living standards I mentioned above 
should cause us to address this issue more honestly, more 
openly, and with much more precision, humility and com- 
passion. 

The statistics, other social and economic indicators 
(child labour, bounced checks, home thefts, penchant to 
emigrate) and the widespread verbal expressions of peo- 
ple's immediate wants and long-term fears, all cry out for 
more diligence in making poverty alleviation in the Arab 
countries an urgent social and economic priority — before 
poverty returns in the future to devastate us as an explosive 
political time-bomb. 
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Jerusalem is wild card in 6 renegotiations 9 over Hebron 
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By Farida Salfiti. 




THE PALESTINIAN 
approach to the question of 
Jerusalem is in need of revi- 
sion. Palestinians need to 
think of ways to reintroduce 
the Jerusalem question on 
the political map. and to 
develop mechanisms for a 
new strategy that goes 
beyond a purely defensive 
posture into the realm of an 
offensive strategy aimed at 
retaking control of their part 
of the city. Jerusalem is a 
winning card: its use could 
only bring benefits to the 
Palestinians. If the authori- 
ties cannot move ahead 
immediately’. then 

Jerusalemites as well as 
other Arabs and Muslims 


must move to put pressure on 
Israel regarding its policy in 
the Arab city. 

The Israeli “demographic" 
offensive in the city is fierce, 
with dangerous ramifications 
for Palestinian rights in 
Jerusalem. Israel's actions 
preclude the Palestinians 
from remaining silent on 
Jerusalem until the final sta- 
tus negotiations, as stipulat- 
ed in the Oslo agreements. 
These negotiations began in 
May 1996, hut have been 
stalled by the new Likud 
government. Israel's current 
approach to Oslo, stalling at 
every opportunity, gives no 
reason for optimism that 
these negotiations might be 
started again anytime soon. 
If Israel is to succeed in rene- 
gotiating the Oslo terms 
regarding Hebron, then that 
should prove the exception 
and not the rule and 
Palestinians must demand a 
quid pro quo: renegotiating 
Hebron in return for opening 
the Jerusalem question now. 

The outbreak of violence 
the West Bank and 



Hebron. Hebron must not set 
a precedent, but negotiations 
over Jerusalem must begin 
now. before it is truly' too 
late. It is that element of 
time which the Israelis are 
banking on as their trump 
card in negotiations over 
Jerusalem. The Palestinians 
need to preempt Israeli 
moves. Coordination 


between Palestine and 
Jordan is paramount. There 
is need to come to an under- 
standing on a common strat- 
egy, among themselves and 
the Arabs in general, rather 
than to be subjected to 
Israeli manipulation. Let the 
Israelis' renegotiated Hebron 
be the Palestinians* 
Jerusalem. 
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Jerusalem last month, trig- 
gered by the opening of a 
controversial tunnel adjacent 
to Islamic and Jewish reli- 
gious sites, had. in fact, little 
to do with the tunnel. 
Frustration with the lack of 
progress on the peace front 
and the deteriorating eco- 
nomic welfare of the 
Palestinians after repeated 
and lengthy closures aside, 
the tunnel reflects Israel's 
determination to alter the 
city's demographics by 
either pushing out its Arab 
inhabitants or making life so 
unbearable for them that 


they are made to leave. 

Israel is working daily on 
creating facts on the ground 
that aim at imposing a new 
political reality which would 
influence the final status 
negotiations. Israel, for 
many years now. has been 
implementing a racist policy 
of ethnic cleansing in the 
city: this js being pursued 
with even greater vehemence 
by the new right-wing gov- 
ernment of Bcnyamin 
Netanyahu, which is irrevo- 
cably changing realities on 
the ground. This will render 
any final status negotiations 
over the city meaningless, 
contrary to Oslo stipulation 
that neither side should prej- 
udice the outcome of these 
negotiations. And Israel is 
doing just that, as the Arab 
inhabitants ore bciog evicted 
from Jerusalem. 

Netanyahu's government 
has accelerated the imple- 
mentation of inflammatory 
policies i introduced by for- 
mer Labour governments, 
not to he forgotten) of chang- 
ing the demographic map of 
the city. Policies include 
demolition of Arab houses 
“illegally” builr. surrepti- 
tious confiscation of identity 
cards of Arab residents of 
Jerusalem, ostensibly for 
technical reasons, confisca- 
tion of Arab land to make 
room for Jewish houses, and 
the continued suffocation of 
the city from all sides by 
Israeli settlements, stran- 
gling natural Arab growth 
within the citv. 


Furthermore, Israel is 
changing the curriculum 
used in the Arab schools in 
Jerusalem. Thus the city 
population is being cultural- 
ly and educationally severed 
from the West Bank, and the 
city uul off its natural Arab 
hinterland. The closures, 
meant to disconnect 
Jerusalem from the rest of 
the Palestinian territories, 
serv e no lcS> sinister a pur- 
pose: removing any econom- 
ic and pnlilicai continuity 
that exists. Jerusalem has 
always been a cosmopolitan 
city that depends on the sur- 
rounding regions in a large 
extent. Because of the clo- 
sures. many businesses are 
moving to Ramallah and 
other arcus, at the expense of 
politics. 

The Likud cites as a politi- 
cal success forcing Arafat to 
succumb to Israeli pressures 
to close down three offices 
of the Palestinian National 
Authority in Jerusalem, 
moving them outside the 
city. These measures will he 
accompanied by other steps, 
such as widening the activi- 
ties of the Israeli police and 
Israeli security forces in East 
Jerusalem. All arc designed 
to prove horrifyingly "true" 
the Israeli claims that 
Jerusalem is the “eternal, 
undivided capital of Israel.*' 

Today, the final strategic 
phases arc being implement- 
ed to impose Jewish sover- 
eignly over Jerusalem und 
complete the settlement cir- 
cle in order to "purify" the 


city of its Arab inhabitants. 

Moreover, concentrating 
on talk of control of the 
city's "religious" sites and 
the dispute over which party 
controls them administra- 
tively merely obviates the 
underpinning reason for the 
conflict over Jerusalem: 
political sovereignty. 

To adhere to the Oslo 
accords and leave Jerusalem 
to the final status negotia- 
tions is self-destructive. The 
question of Hebron was 
reopened, and so should 
Jerusalem's be. Israel's cre- 
ating facts on the ground is 
also contrary to Oslo, which 
stipulates that the final status 
outcome should not be preju- 
diced. To succumb to Israeli 
demands that Jerusalem be 
negotiated hist only allows 
Israel sufficient time to com- 
plete und cement its judaisfl- 
lion of the city. This will 
weaken any bargaining posi- 
tion the Palestinians might 
have ui the negotiating tabic. 
It alsn signals a sure death to 
any Arab aspirations of 
retaining the Palestinian 
demographic nature of East 
Jerusalem and the 
Palestinians* political dream 
of having the city .serve as a 
future Palestinian stare's 
capital. 

Israel must not be allowed 
to renegotiate clauses of the 
Oslo agreement: they are bad 
enough not to he renegotiat- 
ed to force Palestinians to 
make further concessions 
they can iil-afford, ;ls the 
ease of redeployment in 


LETTERS 


Unholy prejudice 


To the Editor: 


Before visiting Jerusalem last week. I braced myself for 
prejudice and an emotional grip. I anticipated the rude 
Israel border patrol, who would thoroughly enjoy prob- 
ing through my friends’ underware, tasting their tooth- 
paste and firing mocking questions at them. 

However, the last thing I expected was prejudice from 
the Arab gatekeeper of the Muslim holy shrines. 

As a Circassian- Jordanian. I was rather surprised 
when the gatekeeper denied my entry into the Al Aqsa 
Mosque. Though 1 was covered, he blocked the gate 
and said: “You arc not a Muslim." 

Confused, T could only ask why, as I handed him my 
Jordanian passport and swore to him that I was indeed 
a Muslim. Yet this man judged my religion from my 
physical features. 

When I became insistent, he consulted into his 
walkre-iaJIue and asked: “Can you read the Koran?" 

m just now learning Arabic, so I cannot read the i 
Koran. I replied. 

'Then you may not enter.” he smiled, like a clerk at 
an exclusive country dub. 

I laughed at this prejudiced man. and he laughed back 
and actually stuck out his tongue. 

All of this happened under the curious eyes of an 
Israel! soldier who was also ''guarding" the Muslim 

Whar an excellent example of Muslim solidarity in 
front ot an Israeli! 

Having lived most of my life in the United Slates, I 
d cam Isiam ’ m y father's religion. 1 had 
begird JcrUSa cm would be an excellent place to 
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Kabariti 

(Continued from page 1} 
that has developed between 
the government and the 
opposition after the lifting of 
subsidies. 

T know that (the funda- 
mental reforms in the eco- 
nomic restructuring process) 
are painful to you just as 
they axe painful to me. But 
what else can we do if 
(reform) is the only way to 
save • the country?" Mr. 
Kabariti said. 

But the prime minister 
. stressed that the government 
' ‘ was counting on the aware- 
ness of the people; in ensur- 
ing the success of the reform 
process. 

After the economic set- 
backs resulting from region- 
al factors such as the Gulf 
wax; "we had to take coura- 
geous steps to stop the dete- 
rioration,” Mr. Kabariti said. 


"So we stoned to reduce 
expenditure and fight 
favouritism and financial 
and administrative corrup- 
tion.” 

Mr. Kabariti said the eco- 
nomic reform process was 
beginning to show results, 
announcing that Jordan this 
year achieved an economic 
growth of six percent. 

"Despite the short period 
(that the government has 
spent in office) the pains and 
the obstacles that we have 
faced, I feel that the worst is 
behind us and we only have 
to persevere and be patient 
so that we achieve what we 
want,” the prime minister 
said. 

Noting thai economic 
growth cannot be achieved 
without political stability, 
Mr. Kabariti pointed to the 
political uncertainties that 
had engulfed the region for 
decades, slowing economic 
growth. 


But. he said, (he peace 
process is starting to lead to 
some positive results despite 
the difficulties it is facing. 
"We believe that peace was 
the inevitable conclusion to 
this (Arab- Israeli) conflict. 
We believe that peace is the 
strategic, the only choice for 
all countries of the region," 
said the prime minister. 

But Mr. Kabariti said that 
"changes in certain coun- 
tries directly involved with 
the peace process influence 
the (peace process) in a way 
that impedes economic 
growth but only for short 
periods." 

“My government lives 
with you your sufferings, 
hopes, aspirations and 
demands just as it does with 
the people of all parts of the 
Kingdom," Mr. Kabariti 
said. 

"I know that there are 
pressing priorities.. .and my 
government will place your 


needs on top of its priori- 
ties," the prime minister 
said, adding that "we will 
work to enhance coopera- 
tion... solidarity and toler- 
ance" so that the coumry 
becomes self-reliant. 

Attending the celebrations 
were members of the Coun- 
cil of Ministers and all mem- 
bers of Parliament repre- 
senting Karak Govemoraie 
except Deputy Nazih 

Am m arm. 

Dr. A mm arm has submit- 
ted his resignation to the leg- 
islature citing a dispute he 
had with Prime Minister 
Kabariti during the August 
riots. It was reported that 
Mr. Kabariti and Dr. 
Amman n had reconciled, 
but the deputy denied the 
reports. Parliament is exp- 
ected to review the resigna- 
tion during the regular ses- 
sion it begins today. The leg- 
islature could accept or 
reject the resignation. 
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Election 

(Continued from psge 1) 

porary law in November of 
the same year. 

Government officials 
argue that a majority of 
members in Parliament are 
opposed ro changing the 
one-person, one-vote for- 
mula if only because they 
won their seats in Parlia- 
ment on the basis of that 
formula. 

"The 57 deputies who 
voted in favour of the 
Kabariti government during 
the vote of confidence ses- 
sion reject any change to 
the formula,” said one offi- 
cial ‘The government sees 
no reason for changing that 
formula and thus losing the 
majority support in Parlia- 
ment either.” 


Dr. Muasher meanwhile 
pointed out thar the one- 
person, one-voie was a 
principle followed "suc- 
cessfully in evexy democra- 
tic country in the world and 
seen as rightly reflecting 
the choice of the people." 

“We don’t see why Jordan 
should be an exception," 
said the minister. 

It is widely expected rhar 
a new election law or major 
amendments to the 1993 
legislation will be intro- 
duced before the next par- 
liamentary elections, due in 
November 1997. 

The government has said 
that it would not introduce 
draft law or proposed 
amendments without a 
national consensus on the 
scope of the changes. 

“We are committed to 
consulting closely with Par- 
liament members, political 


parties and activists as well 
as institutions before mov- 
ing in any direction." Dr. 
Muasher reaffirmed, noting 
that one of the pledges that 
Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti made in his 
policy statement to the leg- 
islature was close coopera- 
tion and consultation 
between the executive and 
legislative authorities. 

Dr. Muasher also said the 
government had drafted 
several draft bills to be pre- 
sented to Parliament during 
its regular session that 
begins today, Tuesday. 

There are two groups of 
laws, he explained. The 
first concerns economy and 
moves designed to advance 
Jordan’s quest for liberali- 
sation and investment by 
making the local economic 
climate attractive to foreign 
and local capital. This 


group includes draft laws 
on companies, customs, 
securities and anti-monop- 
oly. 

The second group is relat- 
ed to public freedoms and 
official media This will 
include amendments to the 
Press and Publications Law 
as well as draft laws that 
"disassociate or disengage" 
the government from state 
media institutions like Jor- 
dan Television and Radio 
and the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, Dr. Muasher 
said. 

The draft laws that he 
mentioned “are not inclu- 
sive but a general summa- 
ry" of the bills that the gov- 
ernment is keen to have 
endorsed by Parliament as 
soon as possible, he added 


Settlement 

(Continued from page 1) 

wreck the peace process and 
return to an atmosphere of 
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ultra- On hod ox Jews in 

Emmanuel settlement, near 
the Palestinian-ruled city of 
Nablus. 

"We have finally received 
all the permits,” said 
Emmanuel local council 
bead Shmuel Lanza _wjhen 
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homes, a country dub, a 
senior citizens’ home, a field 
school and a study centre for 


plan. 

Mr. Mordechai must give 
final approval to any expan- 


sion of Jewish senlemems in 
the West Bank. The defence 
ministry declined comment 
on the Emmanuel plans. 

"According to plans, we 
will begin building in Janu- 
ary," Mr. Lanza told Reuters, 
saving 500 homes would be 

phase.The • * -“-Emmanuel 
2000” campaign will be one 
the largest building projects 
for Jews in the West Bank 


since right-wing Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu overturned a 
four-year freeze on settle- 
ment construction after tak- 
ing power in June. 

Israeli media reports said 
in August that Mr. 
iffledfiTb tfpprovfelh 

instruction " of between 
2,000 and 3,500 housing 
units in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. 


King 


(Continud from page 1) 
efforts over the long years 
ihrough which we exerted 
strenuous efforts have 
finally materialised. We 
have just occupied the rank 
that our competent Armed 
Forces deserve. 

“The response of the 
president of the United 
States crowned these fruit- 
ful efforts. The announce- 
ment thai President Clin- 
ton lias made opens the 
doors wide open for our 
Armed Forces for develop- 
ment and modernisation 
through acquisition of their 
defence requirements, and 
material and resources to 
implement their plans and 
programmes for research 
and technology transfer. 
We hope that the rest of the 
North Atlantic grouping 
will soon follow the exam- 
ple of the United States. 

“We have thus started the 
interaction, communica- 
tion, dialogue and selective 
cooperation that we have 
been seeking with the 
North Atlantic grouping, 
and we join our brothers in 
the Arab Republic of 
Egypt. Tunisia. Morocco 
and Mauritania, each of 
which have recently 
achieved the status we have 
now earned." 


Peres 


(Continued from page 12) 
Labour legislator Uzi 
Baram. 

Mr. Netanyahu bristled 
when asked whether he 
himself had leaked the alle- 
gations against Mr. Peres. 
‘’That's not worthy of a 
response,” he said, adding 
that he called Mr. Peres on 
Sunday to assure him that 
he did not suspect him of 
any machinations. 

Labour’s young guard 
movement felt someone in 
Mr. Netanyahu’s 18-mem- 
ber cabinet should be held 
accountable. Young guard 
activists bought 10 rabbits 
— the petjstore did noL- 
HI 8 5=*-? and -toam»hF 
them ' in a cage to parlia- 
ment. ‘’Let’s uncover the 
cowardly minister,” said a 
sign on the cage. 


Refugees 

(Continued from page 12) 


in the establishment of 
thStaie of Israel, 
Tsraelisinsist narrowing 
the definition of 'displaced' 
and minimising their num- 
ber,” he added. 

Noting that the adoption 
of a definition will deter- 
mine who holds the right to 
return. Dr. Abdul Rahman 
said "even " if Israelis are 
trying to close their eyes, 
(the Arabs) will keep strug- 
gling until common sense, 
if not justice, prevails.” 

U.N. Resolution 194 
upholds Palestinian 

refugees' right of return or 
to receive compensation. 

"Figures on compensa- 
tion (owed to Palestinian 
refugees) have not been 
mentioned. But the amount 
should be consistent 
enough to ruaik a shift in 
the refugees’ life standards 
from poverty to a dignified 
life," Dr. Abul Haijeh said, 
adding that “the responsi- 


bility to pay compensation 
is exclusively on Israeli 
shoulders." 

- He also suggested the 
establishment of an 
“international commission 
to quantify the material and 
moral suffering and losses 
of the refugees.” 

When any reference to 
U.N. resolution 194 was 
omitted in the final docu- 
ment of last May’s Taba 
conference, which 

launched the Palestinian- 
lsraeli final status negotia- 
tions, many observers com- 
plained that such omission 
would have weakened 
Palestinians' stand in the 
negotiations. 

But Dr. Abdul Rahman 
rejected that contention. 

“I do not see much differ- 
ence between referring to 
“international and U.N. res- 
olutions" in general, as it is 
the case in the Taba decla- 
ration, and referring to 
“U.N. resolution 194" in 
particular, as many said we 
should have done," he said. 

He also suggested that the 
“big fuss” which surround- 


ed the omission of any ref- 
erence to UN resolution 
194 was raised by ‘’Israeli 
propaganda, always eager 
to attribute a failure to 
Palestinian diplomacy." 

“U.N. resolution 194 
remains the buck-bone of 
Jordan's stand in the multi- 
lateral talks," declared Dr. 
Abul Haija. 

According to official sta- 
tistics, Jordan spends an 
average of S300 million a 
year to improve the living 
conditions of Palestinian 
refugees and better infra- 
structure in the 13 camps 
in the Kingdom. 

Commenting on these fig- 
ures, Dr. Abul Haija argueu 
that ‘'the total expenditure 
for refugees in Jordan is 
much more than that. " 

He said one should “rake 
into consideration that only 
25 per cent of die 1.4 mil- 
lion Palestinian refugees 
living in Jordan reside in 
camps, and, therefore, any 
infrastructure project 
undertaken in the country 
benefits Fa’^stimans as 
well as Jordanians." 


Hebron 


(Continued from pagel) 

long as there is no progress 
on the Palestinian and 
other tracks. Qatar will 
freeze its relations with 
Israel,” he said. 

Qatar and Oman are the 
only Gulf Arab states to 
have established trade ties 
with Israel but Qatar 
announced last week it 
was suspending the links 
pending movement in the 
peace process. 

Mr. Arafat's top deputy 
and chief negotiator, Mah- 
moud Abbas, said the 
main hurdle in negotiations 
with Israel now concerned 
the wording of a written 
pledge sought from Mr. 
Netanyahu that the Hebron 
handover will be followed 
by implementation of other 
outstanding aspects of the 
1995 Oslo accords on self- 
rule. — r • t 

(ntjjjhese ■jncfeide fiirthef 
'Israeli redeployments from 
the West Bank, the release 
of Palestinian political pris- 
oners, the establishment of 


ffee-passage corridors from 
autonomy areas in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip and 
the resumption of negotia- 
tions on the final status of 
the Palestinian territories. 

Israel in turn has demand- 
ed that Mr. Arafat provide 
written assurances he will 
respect Palestinian commit- 
ments under the Oslo 
agreements, notably a 
pledge ro crack down on 
violent anti-Israeli 

groups. 

"The most important 
issue is the exchange of let- 
ters which must be made 
concerning matters after 
Hebron," Mr. Abbas said. 

Six weeks of intensive 
negotiations have failed to 
yield agreement on the 
Israeli demands. 

Mr. Abbas said that fol- 
lowing the latest round of 
talks late Sunday, agree- 
ment on the terms for the 
Hebron pullout was hung 
up on three . issues. 

L _•***■; 


respond to -inti-lsmeli 
attacks. 

Differences also persist 
over the kind of arms the 
Palestinian police will be 
able to carry in the city and 
freedom of movement 
along a road running near 
Hebron's Jewish enclaves. 

But Mr. Abbas said “all 
these issues are being dealt 
with in a serious manner 
and both sides are striving 
to reach a solution." 

It was unclear when the 
next round of talks would 
take place. - 
“Qatar supports the Pales- 
tinian position in these dif- 
ficult negotiations and we 
support the clear Palestin- 
ian right (...) and we call 
on Israel to implement 
these agreements without 
delay,” said Sheikh 
Hamad after talks with Mr. 
Arafat. 

Sheikh Hamad also con- 
firmed Qatar had frozen its 
process of normalisation 
" "JS^ibosL ‘ important" is'" 'with tfte r Jewish state; 
Is^'s.'Jin^tehce' 'thai its long, as there is no 

troops Have ' broad free- progress on ihe Palestinian 

dona to re-enter areas hand- and other tracks, Qatar 

ed over to Palestinian will freeze its relations with 

police to prevent or Israel,” he said. 



rejudice l 


js 

,.,<5 


ndP*f'Z 

j only “I* 


bly 




To experience the A4 please call your Audi dealer for a tesi drive. Motor Trade Co. Ltd. Head Office, Marka, 892855. Mahatta, 651338, SafewayNa37388. 



Your short cut on the way home has been diverted. 

Great news. (If you're driving an Audi A4) 


MOTOR TRADE CO. LTD. 


Advancement through technology 


Audi Q 


.k^ 





/ 








Jordan Times, Tuesday, November 19, 1996 


Jordanian trucks will be allowed to transport Iraqi dinar gains 
goods directly to destinations in Israel against dollar 


By P.V.Vhekanand 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Israel has 
agreed 10 allow Jordanian 
trucks to transport goods 
directly between the two 
countries without going 
through Israeli inspections 
that include lengthy loading 
and reloading procedures, 
officials from both sides said 
Monday. 

They said both sides had 
agreed that security inspec- 
tion of the vehicles and 
cargo would be carried out 
by Jordanian officials on the 
Kingdom's side of the cross- 
ing. 

If the new arrangement, 
which is limited to Jordanian 
trucks headed for Israel, is 
successful, it will be fol- 
lowed by a similar move on 
Jordanian vehicles entering 
the Palestinian territories, 
rhe officials said. 

The agreement is expected 
to take effect after a meeting 
between Industry and Trade 
Minister A!i Abul Ragheb 
and his Israeli counterpart 
Natan Sharansky in early 
December. said Israeli 
embassy spokesman Shalom 
Tourgeman. 

It will be the second meet- 


ing between Mr. Abul 
Ragheb and Mr. Sharansky 
in three weeks. They met on 
the fringes of the Nov. 13-15 
Middle East and North 
Africa (MENA) economic 
conference in Cairo and dis- 
cussed means to expand 
trade and economic coopera- 
tion between the two sides. 

At that meeting, the Israeli 
side confirmed that it was 
expanding the «*rope of prod- 
ucts that Die two sides would 
offer duty-free treatment and 
other items which are cov- 
ered under tariffs. Final isa- 
tion of these agreements is 
expected at the Abul 
Ragheb-Sharansky meeting. 

An end to cumbersome 
Israeli security inspection of 
Jordanian goods is expected 
to remove what the govern- 
ment and businessmen 
describe as a major hurdle in 
Jordanian- Israeli trade. 

Present arrangements coil 
for the unloading of the 
entire consignment at the 
Jordanian side of crossing 
point from the Jordanian 
vehicle and reloading onto 
an Israeli vehicle on the 
other side of the crossing. 
This often leads to lengthy 
delays, and. in some cases, 
to total loss of perishable 


goods. 

“Israel has agreed to 
accept Jordanian security 
inspection of the vehicles 
and goods since it is satisfied 
with the Jordanian proce- 
dures” said Mr. Tourgeman. 
"There is very good cooper- 
ation between Jordan and 
Israel on security issues.” he 
added. 

In the beginning, the new 
arrangement will be applica- 
ble only to Jordanian exports 
to Israel. 

"Once this arrangement is 
found to be working well, it 
will set a precedent" and will 
be expanded to include Jor- 
danian exports to the Pales- 
tinian territories passing 
through Israeli-controlled 
land, the spokesman added. 

Israeti Finance Minister 
Dan Meridor. speaking to 
the Jordan Times on the 
sidelines of the MENA con- 
ference in Cairo, said Israel 
expected a dramatic 
improvement in the flow of 
goods between Jordan and 
the Jewish slate once U.S.- 
supplied equipment is placed 
on the crossings. 

The equipment, worth 
about SI 00 million, was 
promised by the U.S. follow- 
ing a spate of suicide bomb- 


ings by Palestinian militants 
that killed 59 people in Israel 
in February and March. 

The equipment will mainly 
include “drive-through” 
weapon and explosive detec- 
tors. Screening of a large 
truck is expected to be com- 
pleted in less than 15 min- 
utes. 

Mr. Meridor said Israel 
expects to place some of the 
equipment at the crossing 
points to check all vehicles 
entering its territory. 

“I cannot tell you when 
exactly the equipment will 
be in place, but it will be 
soon, and once it is installed 
we expect a much smoother 
flow of goods in and out of 
Israel.” he said. 

According to Mr. Meridor. 
“the scope of Jordanjan- 
Israeli economic cooperation 
and trade is immense if we 
work out the' right arrange- 
ments that are satisfactory to 
both sides.” 

The Israeli minister said 
“bureaucratic delays” were 
“not much of a problem” 
when compared with Israel's 
sense of its needs for “secu- 
rity.” 

But. he added, this was not 
a major concern when deal- 
ing with Jordan. 


Information Minister Mar- 
wan Muasher meanwhile 
clarified that information 
available to Jordan indicated 
that an “infiltrator” shot dead 
by Israeli security forces 
near the border with Jordan 
late last month was trying to 
enter the Kingdom rather 
than Israel as was first 
reported. 

The man was unarmed and 
did not have any identifica- 
tion papers on him. First 
reports said Israeli security 
forces summarised that he 
was infiltrating from Jordan 
because he had a packet of 
Jordanian-made cigarettes 
on him. reports in the Israeli 


BAGHDAD (R) — The 
Iraqi dinar gained against 
the U.S. dollar and prices of 
essential foodstuffs fell 
slightly, traders and money 
dealers said Monday. 

Iraq's dinar currency 
soared to 1 .550 to the dollar 
from about 1.780 on Sun- 
day and money dealers are 
expecting a further surge in 
the volatile currency. 

The rise in the value of 
the dinar has already sent 
down prices of essential 
commodities. 

A kilogramme of sugar 
went down to 700 dinars 
from 850 on Sunday, a kilo- 
cramme of flour was sold at 
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Food summit fails to resolve bickering over trade 
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ROME ( R ) — World leaders 
unanimously decried hunger 
last week but a five-day 
U.N. food summit ended 
Sunday as it began — 
deeply divided over whether 
free trade is rhe best way to 
offer hope to more than S00 
million under- nourished. 

Like virtually all gather- 
ings where rural incomes 
are at stake, the world's first 
food summit left images of 
wealthy nations at odds with 
developing countries and 
‘squabbling with each other 

•overtrade. *vim' . 

“Emerging ugricui turn, has 
everything to fear from 
excessive * liberalisation.” 
French Farm Minister 
Philippe Vasseur. taking a 
swipe at France's old trade 
foe the United States, said 
Saturday. 

The United States, backed 
by the World Bank and Aus- 
tralia. issued a robust call at 
the summit for free trade to 
attack hunger's root causes 
of poverty and instability. It 
told both rich and poor 
nations they needed more of 
the market's medicine. 


But summit star Fidel Cas- 
tro of Cuba captured the 
hearts of many developing 
nations when he roared Sat- 
urday against “capitalism, 
neo-liberalism, the laws of a 
wild market”, debt and 
underdevelopment that he 
said were killing the world's 
poor. 

As the veteran communist 
returned to his seat. Mal- 
dives President Maumoon 
Abdul Gayoom accused the 
West of hoarding and then 
dumping itsowoTogdtwhile 
^millions foced'&tuvation. : 

“Such unethical, immoral 
and irresponsible practices 
must be stopped.” he 
declared. 

The organiser of the “other 
summit" of non-govemmen- 
tal organisations com- 
plained Sunday that the 
main meeting had lacked the 
courage to face up to the 
laws of the market. 

“Not only is world trade 
incapable of resolving food 
insecurity, it is also often at 
the origin of it.” Antonio 
Onorati said. 

The timing of the summit. 


which opened Wednesday 
with an appeal by Pope John 
Paul to bury the quest for 
pure profit" ensured that 
trade went further than ideo- 
logical warfare. 

Taking place in Rome a 
month before 125 nations 
send ministers to Singapore 
to review a 1994 global 
trade pact, the summit 
■ seemed to many a rehearsal 
for future trade ’rows. 

The World Food Summit's 
plan of action to halve 
, hunger within 20 years com- 
» imits nations to carrying out 
the Uruguay Round trade 
pact aimed at pulling down 
protectionism. 

The Dec. 8-13 meeting in 
• Singapore of the World 
Trade Organisation, the 
Geneva-based guardian of 
the acconl. will in part set 
the pace for new trade talks 
due to begin in 1999. 

If the Rome summit is 
anything to go by, the 
world's major trading states 
are already jockeying for 
advantage. 

India and other developing 
nations lined up to slam the 


THE Daily Crossword by Frances Burton 


ACROSS 
1 Young animal 
5 Rather 
8 Actor John 

13 Seed cover 

14 Singer Guthrie 

15 Harlan or Lucy 

16 Notre — 

17 Strives 

18 Grasping device 

1 9 Life, in a song 

22 Money earned: 
abbr. 

23 Stooge name 

24 Take five 

27 Ticket leftover 

30 Have courage 

34 Pick out 

36 Metal sources 

38 Hesitate in 
speech 

39 Lovely 
complexion or 
fruit dish 

42 Time zone 
letters 

43 Angered 

44 Instrumental 
composition 

45 Colors 

47 Orient 

49 Nothing: Sp. 

50 In addition 

52 Beer kin 

54 Favorite 

62 Osmond sister 

63 Actor Alan 

64 Rectangular 

66 African antelope 

67 Search for 

68 Mold-ripened 
cheese 

69 Poet Alfred 

70 Selieek or 
Brokaw 

71 Surgical bristle 
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last accord for unleashing 
market forces too fast 
France's Vasseur said he 
would try to shield agricul- 
ture from new subsidy cuts, 
while Australia rounded on 
European farmers who are 
paid not to produce and said 
. the old reforms had merely 
been too weak. 

Caribbean Island states 
bemoaned the loss of prefer- 
ential markets for their 
banana exports, an econom- 
ic lifeline. 

Negotiations for the 
Uruguay Round, which took 
seven years and included the 
first multilateral effort to lib- 
eralise food, were nearly 
derailed by French opposi- 
tion to cuts in subsidies. 

While nations fought over 
ideals in the main arena, the 
sidelines offered glimpses of 
trade clashes of the future. 
In modem disputes, trade is 
increasingly muddled with 
science. 

Protesters hit the headlines 
by stripping naked in front 
of U.S. Agriculture Secre- 
tary Dan Glickman over 
genetically modified soy- 
beans that some Europeans 
want banned. Washington 
says the beans are safe and 
has warned that health con- 
trols are increasingly being 
used as a trade barrier. 
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Metal Prices 
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Main Euuils Imlicies 
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Newark 

London 

Tokyo 

Paris 

Frankfurt 
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Cocoa (S/ton j 
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Wheat p/tun) 
Soya (c/lhs) 
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Rice p/ton) 
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1.1763 
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04694 

140 
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CH Franc 

0.5541 

22.23 
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FR Franc 

0.13B9 

115 

Spirt 


JP Yen 

0.63B5 

2.21 

Spirt 


NL Guilder 

04185 

470 

Spat 


IT Lira 

04662 


US Dollar 0.708 0.710 

CO Strriling 1.1783 1.1842 

DE Mark 0.4694 0.4717 

CH Franc 0.5541 0.5569 

FR Franc 0.13B9 0.1396 

JP Yen 0.63B5 0.6397 

NL Guilder 0.4185 0.4206 

IT Lira 0.4662 0.4685 

Siturie: Centra Bank of Jordan. 
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lUXaiXMOrtETO i 
, rue lass when i eer 

HOME- BUT fMALWSiS 
-v. SO TIRED... — ' 


NOTTD WORK* COUPLES 
.WHO LOVE EACH OTHER 
7 CAN TELL EACH OTHER 
A THOUSAND .THINSS 
. WITHOUT TALKING... . 
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DOWN 

1 Ill-mannered 
man 

2 Semite 

3 Stretch car 

4 Traveled by air 

5 Wanders 
aimlessly 

6 Guinness or 
Baldwin 


7 Snack 

8 Houston player 
9. Put* away 

1 0. Singer TennilJe 
11 ■Picnic" author 
12. Loch — 

14 English river 

20 Kind of nut 

21 Encloses 
snuggly 

24 Thin 

25 Make jubilant 

26 Champagne 
word 

28 Amphibians 

29 Vase 

31 Leading 

32 Lariat: var. 

33 Actress Samms 

34 Raced 

35 Ship worm 
37 Biscuitlike 

pastries 

40 Aegean, e.g. 

41 Genetic code 
letters 

46 Brinv 
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/WHAT no.fl. 

NATIONALITY) 

ACE>O Uy TME yg4 f / 

’ T7 Ym scotw! 


SCOTCH? 

I WHY? r * 


'cause I’m saving 

ALL MV TOYS 
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46 In single file 
51 Things lacking 

53 Unauthorized 
disclosure 

54 So be it 

55 — Alto, CA 

56 Beseech 


57 Swift 

58 Butter 
substitute 

59 Recedes 

60 Yesteryear 

61 Egress 
65 Voice vote 


horoscope 

FORECAST FOR ’ 
TUESDAY, 
NOVEMBER 19 , 1996 


500. down from 600. and a 
kilogramme of rice, stable 
diet of most Iraqis, fetched 
500 down from 650. 

Traders attributed the 
surge in the value of the 
dinar to a news report in 
Iraq's official newspapers 
on Monday saying that 
Turkey would double its 
trade volume with Bagh- 
dad. 

Tlte papers, quoting Turk- 
ish officials, said Turkey 
had expanded a border 
point with Iraq to handle 
more trucks loaded with 
foodstuffs to the sanctions- 
hit Iraq. 


By Thomas S. Pierson. 
Astrologer, Carroll 
Rightcr Foundation 


ARIES: ('March 21 to 
April 19) You can benefit- 
today from the extension 
of your interests and 
make fascinating new 
acquaintances. Later this 
evening you can consult 
with fellow associates 
concerning career activi- 
ties which are important 
to vou. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 20) Do whatever 
your mate desires today 
and then state your own 
wishes. Later this evening 
go after the articles you 
desires so that you can 
use this information in 
order to make your career 1 
activities more success- 
ful. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to 
June 21) This is a good 
day today to contact those ' 
who are attracted to you 
and make their efforts 
towards business activi- 
ties more beneficial. .Do 
something to truly 
impress diem to the point 
where you will gain 
recognition bv a bigwig. 
MOON CHILDREN: 
(June 22 to July 21 ) Make 
your home more charm- 
ing today for those who 
live there and especially 
for invited guests. Listen 
to a fellow associate has 
to suggest about a new' 
project and use this infor- 
mation to proceed in the 
direction of success. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
21 ) Plan today for recre- 
ation and desire much 
happiness for your loved 
ones from it. This can 
later this evening be a 
most romantic day with 
the one you loved, espe- 
cially if you do some spe- 
cial service for him or her. 
VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Your home 
.n.Wjiay needs * ; thorough; 
lij , going- over, 5ft 'that, it; wifi I 
.. .yopk like new, especially: 
for those who visit YooV 
ideas are fine later this 
evening for this, so make 
the effort to clean up your 
residence. 

LIBRA: (September 23 
to October 22) Malting 
new contacts is wise 
today, so it would be a 
good idea to see as many 
fellow associates as possi- 
ble for you to become 
prosperous. Show appre- 
ciation to those who have 
been loyal to you with 
some special presenta- 
tion. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21 ) Seek a 
raise in pay for all ibe 
efforts you have put in 
with some new project 
One who has much expe- 
rience can give you fine 
advice if you go after it 
later this evening and you 
are able to proceed with 
care er acti vities. 
SAGITTARIUS: 
(November 22 to Decem- 
ber 2 1 ) You are able today 
to pursue your intimate 
goals enthusiastically and 
gain them easily with the 
assistance of knowledge- 
able people. Later this 
evening you can meet 
with close friends and 
have a fun time tooether. 
CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to January 20) Go 
after your ambitions 
today in a positive man- 
ner. which will allow you 
to proceed in a successful 
direction, be cheerful for 
best results. Be with the 
one you love tonight and 
have a very romantic time 
together. 


AQUARIUS: (January 

21 to Febrmity 19) Be 


your gregarious self today 
and see many friends and 
allies So that you will 
enjoy the time together. 
This will accomplish 
more than you think 
towards you being suc- 
cessful in your career 
objectives. 

PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) Handle outside 

career activities — be it 
vocational or civic or con- 
cerning credit — and get 
everything arranged nice- 
ly. Later this evening you 
spend some quality 
time with your mate and 
have a romantic time 
together. 
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Companies rush to Internet — - survey 


LONDON (R) — Con- 
sumer-related companies 
are rushing to the Internet 
and using the world's 
fastest-growing medium to 
communicate with the pub- 
lic about a bewildering 
range of subjects, a Reuters 
survey revealed Monday. 

The survey showed S3 per 
cent of top advertisers in 
Britain, comprising multi- 
nationals in the United 
States, western Europe and 
Japan, and local British 
companies, had created 
“home pages” on the Inter- 
net’s worldwide web. 

Having a home page or 
“website” allows compa- 
nies to communicate with 
anyone in the world who 


has a computer, modem, 
phone line and Internet 
connection. 

The survey showed peo- 
ple on the. Internet could 
use company websites to 
buy books, get insurance 
quotes, track soccer results, 
check flight schedules, 
learn how to fit a bathroom, 
get advice on choosing a 
dog and a vast number of 
other day-to-day activities. 

While companies like 
Britain's Tesco and J.Sains- 
bury allow Internet users 
to order wine, chocolate 
and flowers from their 
websites other companies 
use websites for softer mar- 
keting. 

Procter Gamble, the 



Daily 

Beat 


Petroleum refinery plans building 
storage station south of Amman 

** THE JORDAN Petroleum Refinery Company (JPRC) 
plans to build a new station to store and load various 
petroleum products in south Amman, JPRC Director- 
General Abdul Wahab Al Zu’bi has revealed. He said 
petroleum products will be pumped from the refinery in 
Zarqa to new tanks in south Amman from where fuel will 
be loaded by tankers to various gas distribution station in 
eastern and southern pans of the capital as well as the 
govemorates for Madaba, Karak, Tafileh, Maan and 
Aqaba. 

Mr. Zu'bi explained that the aim of this project is to 
ease the pressure of fuel tankers at the site of the refinery' 
and to provide an alternative point to Toad petroleum 
products. “This project will surely result in savings as 
pipelines will substitute the current long distance method 
of transporting fuel by tankers,” he indicated. 

The director-general also revealed that the refinery is 
currently implementing a project to produce unleaded 
petrol as an alternative gasoline for vehicles. The project, 
tivhich will cost about SI million and is being partially 
financed by the World Bank, will cover the Kingdom's 
need of unleaded petrol, Mr. Zu’bi said. 

Although raising the capacity of the “strategic storage” 
or the “operating storage capacity” was described by Mr. 
Zu’bi as the most important project currently under 
implementation, he mentioned the building of a new 
crude oil pipeline as another important project that will 
be implerhemed in the fyture. 

He said that the nevi ’pipeline will either be from the 
Tapline, if an agreement was reached to supply the refin- 
ery with Saudi oil. or from Iraq to Jordan through a 20- 
inch diametre pipeline or by extending a 20-inch pipeline 
from Aqaba to the site of the Refinery. 

Mr. Zu’bi said a study conducted by the JPRC has con- 
cluded that it is not feasible to build a new refinery at 
Aqaba because such a project carries high investment 
cost, exceeding $2 billion, that would yield little return. 
Noting that such a return proves that the non-feasibility 
of the project, Mn Zu’bi indicated that a refinery at 
Aqaba would be far from the consumption centres and 
that, such a situation, would entail heavy transportation 
traffic and higher costs or laying pipelines to bring petro- 
leum products to the consumers. 

He emphasised that the best that could be done to meet 
the Kingdom's need of petroleum products in the future 
would be to make new expansion at the Zarqa rennery. 
He stressed that the expansion option would be less cost- 
ly as it will not require building new infrastructure (Al 
Ra’i). 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Giasbergen 



“I’ll learn to live with litter box odor. 
Diapering the cat didn’t work out.” 
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Unscramble these tour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to torm 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Hwiri Arnold and Mike AfflWon 
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WHAT IT TOOK 
TO WIN THE 

muscle man 
competi tion. 

Now arrange ihe circled lane's to 
farm the surprise answer, os sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 
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(Answers tomorrow) 

• l iimhlBv APPLY TOXIN RAREFY MEA5LY 
Y ® tefday ' 3 * Answer;' Why the banker used the vaull - 
TO PLAY IT *SAFE* 


world’s biggest advertiser, 
has about 10 websites, but 
singles out its “purerttlime" 
site as a valuable connec- 
tion to consumers. 

The website — located 
at hnp.7/www.Parenrume. 
Com and a joint venture 
with Time Warner — pro- 
vides information for busy 
parents about child devel- 
opment. 

“The growth of the Inter- 
net is exponential. It's 
where consumers are going, 
for information and enter- 
tainment. We want to be 
where our consumers are,” 
Elizabeth Moore, spokes- 
woman for Procter Gam- 
ble, told Reuters. 

Britain's Bass Brewers 
said they created a website 
at htrp/Avww. Fa-car- 
ling. Com to show the pub- 
lic they love soccer. The 
site has information about 
soccer clubs, results and 
players, and offers soccer 
club shirts and ocher mer- 
chandise. 

Companies surveyed 
stressed that the Internet 
was in its infancy and the 
only company surveyed 
that said it “made money” 
from its website was 
BSKYB, the satellite 
broadcaster. 

Most were also spending 
only a small portion of their 
advertising expenditure on 


websites. 

Jeremy Silver, vice presi- 
dent for interactive media at 
EMI International, a part 
of EMI Group PLC music 
publisher, said Internet 
savvy enabled companies 
to pursue global marketing 
in a simple and relatively 
inexpensive way. 

“Even though 

international companies 
talk about international 
marketing, there are very 
few that actually do 
iniemationai marketing. 
That's a structural problem 
and it will inhibit the 
growth of those compa- 
nies,” he said. 

Just under half of the 
companies who responded 
said they used their website 
to !>ell products or services. 

They said Internet users 
could use a variety of pay- 
ment methods, including 
on-line payment by credit 
card, and orders placed by 
fox, phone or e-mail. 

Just under half the 
respondents said their com- 
panies advertised on or 
sponsored other websites. 

The survey, called “adver- 
tising and marketing on the 
Internet,” covered the top 
100 advertisers in Britain, 
as listed by Register Meal 
research group. 


Asian carriers flying into stormy financial weather 


SINGAPORE (AFP) — 
Asian airlines are flying 
into stormy financial 
weather, with profits 
being buffeted by rising 
fuel prices and overca- 
pacity amid a slowdown 
in key economies, indus- 
try' executives and ana- 
lysts say. 

Leading regional carri- 
ers Singapore Airlines 
Ltd. (SLA) and Japan Air 
Lines Co. Ltd. (JAL) 
have announced poor 
interim results, blaming 
fuel costs and other fac- 
tors for their lacklustre 
showing. 

“If it affects Singapore 
Airlines the way it does, 
you can imagine how it 
affects others. It has one 
of the most fuel-efficient 
fleets” said an aviation 
analyst with a global 
investment house. 

The turbulence has hit 
regional carriers in the 
mrdst of costly fleet mod- 
ernisation programmes. 

Apart from rmiltibil- 
lion-doliar financing 
requirements, fleet 
upgrading has boosted 
capacity during an eco- 
nomic slowdown, result- 
ing in a soft cargo mar- 
ket, although passenger 
traffic growth remains 
strong. 

SIA announced a 7.2 
per cent hike in group 


after-tax profit to S398 
million in the six months 
to September — propped 
up by a hefty surplus 
from sales of aircraft and 
spares which neutralised 
an 1 1.4 per cent plunge in 
operating profit. 

Despite healthy traffic 
growth, SIA profits for 
the year ending March 
1997 are forecast by ana- 
lysts to be just slightly 
higher than last year’s. 
The strong local dollar, 
high fuel prices and a soft 
cargo market were 
blamed by company offi- 
cials. 

SIA chief executive 
Cheong Choong Kong 
said mat “while there 
may be some respite on 
the currency front, the 
direction of fuel prices in 
the second half is uncer- 
tain, as is the recovery of 
the cargo market.” 

Cathay Pacific also felt 
the impact of high fuel 
costs and overcapacity in 
the six months to June, 
but netprofit was boosted 
to $213 million, up 67.S 
per cent, by exceptional 
profit from the sale of 
part of its shareholding in 
associate company Drag- 
on Airlines Ltd. Chinese- 
controlled Dragonair 
itself this month 
announced it was post- 
poning its listing for at 


least a year due to slow 
earnings growth, forecast 
. to stayT in^single-digit ter- 
ritory this year. 

JAL. Japan's biggest 
airline, reported a 60.7 
per cent plunge in parent 
pre-tax profitto $47 mil- 
lion in the six months to 
September due to sharpl v 
higher fuel prices. 

Competitor All Nippon 
• Airways Co. Ltd. (ANA) 
fared better, posting a 
32.9 per cent increase in 
parent pre-tax profit with 
strong revenues from 
- international flights. 

JAL managing director 
Jiro Sagara said his com- 
pany was not able to 
overcome “unstoppable 
. yield declines ana the 
significant rise in fuel 
costs, which offset the 
benefits stemming from 
the firm international 
traffic demand." 

Prices of jet fuel were 
hovering around $30 a 
barrel in the Singapore 
market last week, from 
about $23.50 a year ago, 
and world demand is ris- 
ing going into winter. 

“Oil prices are going to 
stay strong right until the 
end of the decade,” said 
Ng Weng Hoon, editor of 
the monthly industry 
journal Singapore Oil 
Report.'The days of 
cheap prices are gone.” 


Malaysia Airlines Sys- 
tem, which is to report its 
interim results this 

month, enjoys relief from 
escalating * fuel costs 

through its supply con- 
tract with Petroliam 
National. 

But analysts say its dif- 
ficulties could stem more 
from heavy expenditure 
on fleet modernisation, 
including the possibility 
of being a launch cus- 
tomer of the new genera- 
tion of “Super Jumbo” 
Boeing jets. 

According to the Orient 
Airlines Association 

(OAA), fuel accounts for 
an average of 13 per cent 
of its 16 members' airline 
costs. 

Growth in freight 
capacity outstripped 

demand among member- 
carriers in June and July,' 
OAA figures showed, but 
growth in passenger rev- 
enues managed to stay 
ahead of growth in avail- 
able seats. 

The members' com- 
bined operating profit 
totalled $2.09 billion for 
fiscal 1994-95. up 61 per 
cent from the year before. 

Profit growth is expect-, 
eJ to be significantly 
weaker in the 1995-96 
>car, OAA sources said. ; ‘ 
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P / E 

nxv. 

NO. 
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13.4 

1.43 

2 

120 

29400 

245.00 

245.00 


.QBO 

HID. EAST INV. BK- 

70.3 

0.00 

15 

10700 







12.7 

2.91 

3 

770 

3 '.57 

4 . 85 



.880 

JOR. GULP BANK 

5.4 

7.69 

28 

86125 





3.300 

JOR. ISLAMIC BANK 

17.4 

0.00 

22 

4513 




1.590 

1.000 

PHIIADEL. INV. BX.' 

9 

0.00 

9 

16000 

19586 
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BANK SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX: 187.39 *CHG: -0.09 
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166003 


1.900 1.450 JOR. ELECTRIC PWR. 10. B 

6.050 4.420 ARAB INTI.. HOTELS 16.9 

1.960 1.080 NATL. PORTFOLIO 9 

1.050 .BBO REAL ESTATE INV. 19. B 

3.660 3.130 ARAB INTL . INV . EDUC . 13.5 

1.270 .960 ZARKA EDUCATION Of 

1.200 . B20 UNION LAND DEV. E 


7.69 

3.02 

0.00 

4.19 

5.81 

0.00 

0.00 


23 
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150 
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3750 

&50 
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2310 

534 

12670 
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660 


1.59 

4.42 
1.10 

.92 

3.42 
3.03 

.89 


1.56 

4.25 

3.10 
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. 01 - 
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SERVIOI SECTOR TOTALS 


26.620 16.950 JOR. TOBACCO fi CIO. 

3.770. 3.060. JOR- CEMENT 

3.550- 2.710' JOR. PHOSPHATE MINES 

10.550 8: 720 JOR. PETROL. REPIN ART 

1.590 1.150 WOOLEN INDUSTRIES 

4.B70 3.100 ARAB FHARM. MANE. 

2.600 2.050 JORDAN DAIRY 

3.310 2.500 GENERAL MINING 

8.000 4.250 - OAR ALDAHX DV.XNV. 

.960 .450 LIVESTOCK L POULTRY 

1.500 1.060 ARAB PAPER CONV.TRD. 

1.090 .550 NATIONAL INDS. 

1.840 ' .930 INTERMED.PETRO.CHEM. 

1.910 1.080. ARAB. PHAHM.CHEM. 
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41 • 
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.790 

.440 

CENTRAL GEN. STORAGE 

22.1 
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Qatar-Enron joint gas 
venture being finalised 


DOHA (R) — Qatar and 
U.S. Enron Corp are close 
to concluding a S4 billion 
joint venture agreement for 
a liquefied natural gas pro- 
ject in the Arab Gulf state, a 
senior Qatari official has 
said. 

“Everything is moving 
smoothly and we are ready- 
ing the final joint venture 
document for signature 
within <.-the next weeks,” 
Nassef Jaidah;- director of 
exploration and new ven- 
tures at the Qatari ministry 
of energy and indusny. said. 

• “It will be a 65-35 per cent 
joint venture,” with the 
state's Qatar General Petro-- 
leum Corporation (QGPC) 
holding the majority stake, 
Mr. Jaidah said. 

A previous letter of intent 
signed by the QGPC and 
Enron in January 1995 had 
stipulated a 60-40 split. But 
the final draft of the agree- 
ment has changed the ratio 
and the U.S. company has 
reportedly concurred with it. 

Mr. Jaidah told Reuters: 
“The project will go ahead 
and we are moving serious- 
ly in that direction.” 

“We don’t care whether- 
Israel buys (Qatari gas> or 
not,” he said in reference to 
a reported decision by Israel 
to annul a right of exclusivi- 
ty given to Enron to negoti- 
ate with Qatar for gas sup- 
plies for Israel. 

Enron and Israel had 


signed a memorandum of 
understanding in October 
1995 at an economic confer- 
ence in Amman granting 
Enron 180 days to finalise 
an agreement with Qatar for 
the supply of at least two 
million tonnes a year of 
LNG from 2001. 

The agreement, signed by 
the former Israeli energy 
minister Gonen Segev and 
Enron Development Cojp 
chief executive Rebecca 
Marik, gave Enron exclusivi- 
ty in negotiations with Qatar 
during the 180-day period. 

But an infrastructure min- 
istry spokesman in Israel 
lust month said that Israel 
had decided not to renew the 
agreement as no deal w;is 
reached with Qatar during 
the stipulated period. 

However, he stressed, this 
did not mean that Enron 
could not pursue negotia- 
tions with Israel towards 
reaching a fresh deal. 

Mr. Jaidah said: “For us 
India seems to be emerging 
as a more promising and 
bigger market.'' 

Enron has signed a memo- 
randum of understanding 
: with an Indian semi-govern- 
ment company — Gujarat 
Gas Corp ■ — to sell two mil- 
lion tonnes of Qatari gas 
from 2001 and has said it is 
talking with state-owned Oil 
India Ltd and the leading 
private Essar Group for fur- 
ther sales. 
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DAJANI 

JEWELLERS 


World gems, hand made in Jordan in 18 & 21 k. gold. 
A truly unique shop. ■ 


Outstanding designs 



FOR RENT 

- 3 bedrooms apartment in 
Shmeisani, second floor, 
220 sq.m. 

- 3 bedrooms in Al Rabia 
area, third floor, 190 sq.m. 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel: 810605 - 810609 
Fax: 810520 > 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service 

Develop your < colour film at 
our shop and get> 

• JUMBO pMotm 
30% 


From •■fargr 

20 x 30 am 


Shmctiani -* Opp. Griuflayi 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swcfieh let; 823891 




FOR 

RENT 

FLATS 
.VILLAS 



g SERVICES 


BYBLOS 

829882-829883 



FOR 

r RENT 

I Deluxe Villas. 



Deluxe Villas 

r- 

■ 

Appel (.menu 
in Art, man 


For details please call 

Tel . 864230 
Fax. 864231 


HOTEL APARTMENTS 


THE IDEAL ADDRESS 
FOR EMBASSIES, 
\EXPATRIATES & FAMILIES 

SINCE 1985 


f SPB 
Iforlo 


SPECIAL PRICES 
LONGTERM - STAY! 


: -ABDOLN- 

JEL. 810150, FAX S2711? 





Leonardo da Vinci 

Authentic Italian Cuisine 
Established 1977 
Open: Lunch: 12:30 - 3:30 
Dinner 7:30- 11:30 
Located in Amman 
Financial District 
Shmeisani 

Tel.: 662441 / 606281 
Free Vallet Parking 
Reservation Required 



FOR RENT 

DELUXE VILLAS AND 
APARTMENTS . 
FURNISHED OR' 
UNFURNISHED 

JAMAL 
REAL ESTATE 


<4 


TEL *.699369 
FAX : 704414 


Happifttaip 

Pnt/Htifc 



OPEN DAILY FROM 
10 AM - 1 A.M 
Tttl. 5537199 
Pax 898537 


Hum uthaism 
bahfnfi 8on Rock 
Hotel 


crown MOTEL 


I- INDOOR HEATED 
SWIMMING POOL* 

■ SAUNA , JACUZZI 
0 MRSSRGE 
FITNESS ROOM 
TENNIS & SQUASH , 

COURTS 

TEL 758188 

RADIO & TU STATION RO J 




Teppanyaki 
Sashimi 
Sushi 
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Graf Injury hands Novotna title 


PHILADELPHIA <R) — 

Steffi Graf broke down with 
a back injury ai the end of 
the first set to hand Jana 
Novotna victory in the final 
of the $450,000 Advania 
Championships on Sunday. 

Moments after the No. 3- 
seed Novotna won the set 6- 
4. Graf notified chair 
umpire Donna Butler <he 
would be unable to contin- 
ue. The German's default 
gave Novotna her third con- 
secutive tournament tri- 
umph. 

The victory was only 
Novotna's fourth in 29 
matches against Graf, and 
her first since defeating her 
at the 1992 French Open. 
Graf had won the last 14 
meetings between the two 
players. 

“You have to plaj her so 
many times before you can 
heat her. before you finally 
have a chance." said 


Novotna, whose other 
recent tournament wins 
came in Zurich and 
Chicago. 

“She is the No. 1 player in 
the world, and she has the 
most difficult game. 
Basically, nobody else plays 
like her." added the Czech. 

Graf, die No, 1 seed and 
defending champion, was 
unable to finish her second 
consecutive tournament. 
She retired from a match in 
Leipzig against Anke Huber 
last month with a sore left 
knee, and originally had 
withdrawn from the advanta 
tournament before reconsid- 
ering last Sunday. 

Graf complained of sore- 
ness in her lower back on 
Saturday night after a semi- 
final victory over Marianne 
Werdel witmever. 

“1 tried a lot of treatment 
last night — chiropractor, 
massage — but it wasn't 


enough." Graf said Sunday. 
“It didn’t make sense (to 
continue ) because I wasn't 
able to move or turn." 

Graf, whose father Peter 
was released from jail in 
Mannheim. Germany on 
Friday after being held for 
15 months on tax evasion 
charges, said she would still 
try to play in next week's 
year-ending chase champi- 
onships in New York. Graf 
is the No. i seed and 
defending champion. 

“Obviously. I’ra going to 
wait as long as possible and 
try everything," she said. 

Sunday's match started 
out even, as neither player 
faced a break point in the 
first six games. Novotna 
broke through in the sev- 
enth game, though, when 
she ended a long rally with a 
forehand volley winner on 
her ihini break point. 

Novotna closed her next 


service game with an ace, 
and won the set on her first 
opportunity when she 
volleyed Graf's weak back- 
hand return for a winner at 
5-1. 40-15. 

“When Steffi came out 
and hit an ace in the first 
game and then served and 
volleyed. I said, *Oh. it 
looks like I'm going to see 
something different from 
her today',*’ Novotna said. 
“But I was able to keep up 
with her." 

Novotna, who earned 
S79.000 for the victory, will 
move up one spot to No. 3 
in the WTA tour world rank- 
ings this week, making her 
the third Czech-born player 
to reach chat level. The oth- 
ers were Hana MandILkova. 
who now serves as 
Novotna's coach. and 

Martina Navratilova. 


Real Madrid go top, Juventus draw with Milan 


LONDON <R> — Real 
Madrid hit the lop in Spain 
Sunday with a fine 3-1 win 
in Sevilla but Juventus and 
AC Milan could onK draw 
0-0 in the big Scrie A 
clash. 

Elsewhere in Europe. 
English leaders Newcastle 
were held 1-1 at home by 
West Ham but Manchester 
United got back to win- 
ning ways with a 1-0 vic- 
tory over Arsenal. French 
leaders PSG suffered a 5-3 
defeat in Bordeaux. !n 
Germany. VFB Siangan 
have takesi over’ at the top 
from Bayern Munich. 
Spartak \Weow are the 
new Russian champions. 


Juventus drew 0-0 with 
AC Milan, a disappointing 
result for both sides. 
Juventus stay level filial in 
the table w ilh Bologna on 
16 points, a point adrift o'f 
Vicenza and two behind 
pacesetters Inter, held at 
home to Fiorentina on 
Saturday. 

Inter Milan needed an 
$3id minute equaliser 
from English international 
Paul Ince to force a 2-2 
draw with Fiorentina. who 
had led twice in the match. 

Erglanc! 

New cast 1.; stretched their 
lead ai the top front two to 
three points despite being 
held to a 1-1 draw b> West 
Ham. only denied all three 
points b\ Peter 
Beard.-dey 's hue equaliser, 
his 200ih league goal. 
Newcastle's England strik- 
er Les rerjinand suffered 
a facial injury which could 


keep him out for six 
weeks. 

Arsenal, who were sec- 
ond. lost 1-0 at 
Manchester United whose 
run of three successive 
league defeats ended cour- 
tesy of a Nigel Winterbum 
own goal.’ Liverpool went 
second with a 2-0 win at 
Leeds, but for once were 
eclipsed by merseyside. 
rivals Everton who beat 
Southampton 7-1. 

Brazil's Emerson was re- 
united with his 
Middlesbrough team 
mates but the north-east 
club lost 2-1 at Derby to 
slay five from the bottom 
and without a win in their 
last seven league games. 

Germany 

A week before the mid- 
winter break starts. VFB 
Stuttgart regained- the ini- 
tiative in ,.me. title race 
when they dislodged 
Bayern Munich from the 
top of the table with a 3-1 
home victory over VFL 
Bochum. Stuttgart lead 
Bayern — who slipped to 
third after a goalless draw 
at struggling Freiburg — 
by a point. 

Stuttgart moved level on 
points with second-placed 
Buyer Leverkusen. 2-0 
winners at Hamburg. 

Reigning champions 
R Prussia Dortmund lost 
ground after a disappoint- 
ing I-l draw at home to 
Karlsruhe which kept 
them in fourth place, three 
points behind the leaders. 

Spain 

Real Madrid climbed to 
the top of the first division 


on Sunday after winning 
3-1 at Sevilla. With 29 
points from 13 games real 
go one point clear of 
Barcelona ahead of the 
Catalans' home game with 
Valladolid Monday. 

Deportivo Coruna wast- 
ed a golden opportunity to 
overtake Barcelona by 
drawing 0-0 at neighbours 
Compostela on Saturday. 

Deportivo’s second con- 
secutive sealless draw left 
John Toshack’s side with 
27 points from 13 games, 
one point behind 
Barcelona. 

Champions Atlerico 
Madrid had striker Kiko 
sent off late in their 2-1 
win over Espanyol and are 
seventh. 

France 

Jean-Pierre Papin scored 
twice, once from the 
penalty spot, as Brdeaux 
beat Paris Sr-Germain 5-3 
to cut PSG's lead at the top 
to three points. 

Second-placed Monaco 
won 1-0 at lowly Caen 
thanks to a goal from 
teenager Thierry Henry 
two minutes from time but 
champions Auxerre 
dropped to fifth after a 1-0 
defeat at Rennes. 
Bordeaux's win took them 
into third place, ahead of 
Bastia — 2-1 winners at 
home to Metz — on goal 
difference. Both are Vive 
points behind Monaco. 

Russia 

Spartak Moscow won 
the title with a dramatic 2- 
1 playoff victory over 
defending champions 
Alania Vladikavkaz in 


neutral St. Petersburg. 

Goals from Ilya 
Tsymbalar and Russia's 
player of the year Andrei 
Tikhonov eight minutes 
from time gave Spartak the 
crown at the end of the 
season which runs from 
spring to autumn. 

Anatoly Kanishchev’s 
85th minute reply for 
Alania kept the excitement 
bubbling in the first cham- 
pionship playoff for 26 
years but Spartak held on 
to become champions for 
the fourth time in five 
years. 

Scotland 

With Rangers having 
beaten Celtic 1-0 at 
Parkhead’in their top-of- 
the-table clash on 
Thursday. third-placed 
Aberdeen squandered a 
chanceto close the gap on 
Celtic when they were held 
3-3 at home by lowly 
Dundee United. 

Hearts lost the chance to 
overtake Aberdeen when 
they drew 0-0 with arch- 
rivals Hibs in a scappy 
Edinburgh Derby. 

Netherlands 

Champions Ajax 

Amsterdam and leaders 
PSV Eindhoven suffered 
surprising defeats on 
Sunday. 

Ajax lost 2-0 at NAC 
Breda and PSV were beat- 
en 1-0 by lowly Willem II 
Tilburg, but with second 
place Feyenoord losing on 
Friday the situation stayed 
unchanged at the lop with [ 
PSV one point clear on 36. 


CAREER OPPORTUNITIES 

The Regional Office of a well established 
international company requires accountants for its 
offices in Amman for the following positions: 

1- Assistant to the Legal & Tax Manager 

■ Holding an accounting degree preferably from a 
British or American university. The membership of a 
professional body (CA, CPA, etc..) will be an asset. 
•Age between 30-40 with a minimum of 5 years , 
experience. 

• Fluency in professional Arabic and English. 

2- Internal Auditors 

0 Holding an accounting degree with a minimum of 

1 three years experience after graduation in internal 
auditing. 

• Age between 25-30. 

° Computer literacy and good command of the 
English language. 

The company is offering good starting salaries and 
other benefits with EXCELLENT career 
opportunities. Applicants should indicate which 
position they apply for and are required to submit a 
har.d-iv”»“en application and enclose their CV in 
English .vith a recent personal photograph to the 
I following address: ! 

Area Manager 1 

P.O. Sox 940093 
Amman 11194 

Jordan. 


CINEMA TEL634144 

PHILADELPHIA 

Philadelphia 1 
Bruce Willis ... in 
12 Monkeys 

Shows 12:30. 3:30. 6:15 . 8:30. 10:30 

Philadelphia 2 
Tom Cruise ... in 

MISSION IMPOSSIBLE 

Snows: 12:20. 3:30. 6:15 . 8:30. 10:30 




Under The Patronage of Her Majesty Queen Noor 
Jordan River Designs presents • 

A Nezu Festive Season 

Introducing the Fall ‘96 collection 
Join us in celebrating this 
Festive Season of Christmas and Ramadan at the 
Jordan River Designs Showroom 
14-28 November 1996. from 9.00 am-8.00 pm 

Special choir performance on v -- 

Sat 16 at 4:30,Tues 19 at 4:00, Sun 24 Nov at 5:00 pm 

Sponsored by Freddy for music TOYOTA . " : J 


vw 


For more information please contact Tel. 61308 1-2 


Samaranch 
calls for 
more 
women 
competitors 


CANCUN, Mexico (R) 
— International 

Olympic Commitee 
(TOC) president Juan 
Antonio Samaranch 
called on Sunday for 
more women competi- 
tors in the Olympic 
Games. 

Speaking at the end of 
a four-day IOC execu- 
tive meeting, 

Samaranch said women 
had comprised 37 per- 
cent of the athletes at 
this year's Atlanta 
Games. 

“Maybe we will arrive 
at 40 percent in Sydney,” 
he said. “The important 
thing is to have more 
women.” Samaranch 
cited women's 

weightlifting as a sport 
which could be intro- 
duced to the games. 

During the meeting, 
Atlanta organisers said 
the final budget surplus 
would probably be less 
than $10 million. 

IOC medical officials 
said the drug 
Bromantan, used both a 
stimulant and a masking 
agent, would be banned 
from February next year. 

Five Russians tested 
positive in Atlanta for 
the drug which was 
developed by the Soviet 
military for use by cos- 
monauts. 

IOC officials also con- 
firmed cities hosting 
future Olympics would 
be bound by contract to 
avoid the type* -of com- 
mercialisation which 
marred the Atlanta 
Games. 

Initial television fig- 
ures showed worldwide 
viewership for the 
Atlanta Games was up 
15 to 20 percent from 
19-20 billion viewers for 
the 1992 games. 

The IOC said it expect- 
ed to announce the 
results of its investiga- 
tion into allegations of 
corruption among box- 
ing judges at the 1988 
Seoul Olympics. 

The next IOC execu- 
tive meeting is sched- 
uled for March next year 
in Lausanne. 

Officials will announce 
a short list of Candidates 
for the 2004 summer 
Games from the present 
11 candidates. 



Portland Trailblazers center Arvydas Suborns of Lithuania pulls a rebound away 
from the grasp of Indiana Pacers forward Antonio Davis at Market Square Arena 
(Reuters photo) 

Lakers drop Phoenix Suns to 0-9 


PHOENIX (R) — The Los Blazers turned a seven- Milwaukee Bucks. 102-94. 
Angeles Lakers got 16 point deficit into a five- Malik sealy scored 18 
points and 13 rebounds point lead. points and Stanley Roberts 

from Shaqui lie O'Neal and Rookie Erick Dumpier added 17 for the Clippers, 

dropped the Suns to 0-9 for scored 13 points and Davis w f, 0 snappe d a two-rame 

10. and 13 rebounds « lns{aa streilk and extended 
defea r for -ita.Aiaa». who also;"...; * _ k VT . 

The Suns have failed to began 2-6 two years ago. . ' ' . 

reach 100 points this sea- In San Antonio. B.J. tn 'hrec. games, all on the 

son. In his first game as Armstrong scored 24 points road - 
coach after a f 4- vear career and Latre II Sprewell added ' n Seattle, Gan' Payton 

as a olaver. Dannv Ainee 10 of his 20 in an 18-1= scored 10 of his 21 points 


Milwaukee Bucks. 102-94. 

Malik sealy scored 18 
points and Stanley Roberts 
added 17 for the Clippers, 
.who snapped a two-game 


as a player. Danny Ainge 
watched his team squander 
an early eight-point lead by 
going scoreless for more 
than five minutes. 

Phoenix also allowed 
Lakers 1 8-year-old Rookie 
Kobe Bryant to score I ft 
points in 14 minuits off the 
bench. 

In Portland. Arvydas 
Sabonis and Rasheed 
Wallace fuelled a ihird- 
quaner rally and Cl i ITord 
Robinson made four free 
throws in the final 30 sec- 
onds to give the Portland 
trail Blazers an 88-83 victo- 
ry over the struggling 
Indiana Pacers. 

Sabonis scored 10 points 
and Wallace nine in the 
third quarter, when the Trail 


third-quarter run as the 
Golden Sate Warriors 
defeated the slumping San 
Antiono Spurs. 102-92. 

“This is our second game 
in two nights and we were 
sluggish." Warriors coach 
Rick Addman said. 
"However we fought 
through it to give us" a 
chance to win the game." 

In Los Angeles. Rodney 
Rogers scored 20 points to 
lead a balanced attack and 
the Los Angeles Clippers 
used a 15-4 second-hail run 
to defeat the shurihanded 


to three games, all on the 
road. 

In Seattle, Gary Payton 
scored 10 of his 21 points 
in the third quarter as the 
Seattle Supersonics defeat- 
ed the Vancouver Grizzlies, 
9 1 -SI. for their seventh 
straight victory. 

Sam Perkins scored seven 
of his 15 points in the open- 
ing quarter and Hersey 
Hawkins had 14 for Seattle, 
which held Vancouver 
scoreless for the first 4:05 
of the second period. 

Rookie Roy Rogers 
scored 18 points for the 
Grizzlies, who have lost 
nine of their first 10 fames. 


Furnished Apartment For Rent 
SUPER DELUXE 

4TH CIRCLE, 250 SQ.M.. 2 BEDROOMS, 2 
BATHROOMS, SITTING ROOM, DINING 
ROOM, PRIVATE ENTRANCE. LOCATED j 
WITHIN THE VICINITY OF EMBASSIES. 
CALL 777916/674935 


Furnished Apartment For Rent 

Located in Sweifieh, behind the Diplomatic 
Institute. First floor consisting ot 2 bedrooms, 
lounge, salon, 3 bathrooms, 2 verandas, 
telephone line 

Please call Tel: 5534863 

Luxurious Fully Furnished 
Apartment For Rent 

Area 330 sq.m., 2nd floor, *Jkbal Amman, 4th Circle, > 
opposite Greek and Korean Ambass. Residence. 3 
oedrooms, 4 bathrooms, salon, dining room, family ! 
room, kitchefi. telephone, independent central 
heating, garage, elevator. Annual rent. 

Tel: 666018 from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 


RESULTS 


Portland 8* 

Indiana 

S3 

Golden State 1 02 

San Antonio 

92 

LA Clippers 102 

Milwaukee 

94 

LA Lakers 102 

Phoenix 

SS 

Seattle 9 1 

Vancouver 

SJ 


4x4 DUTY UNPAID FOR SALE 
DIPLOMATIC USE MITSUBISHI 
PAJERO LWB 1988 
JD 5,000 NEGOTIABLE 
TELEPHONE 823100 EXT 225 
MOBILE 07931061 

FURNISHED VILLA FOR RENT 
For Diplomatic Corns 


Consists of 4 bedrooms, y salons kitahe? 
servants room shed garage in garden ii 

has two telephone fines. 

Site : 7th Circle- Ibrahim Kattarr St 
in front of AKJeel Sports Club' 


|LF^ore Inf OTmatjon callTel. : 861851 ■ nra/m ! 


CINEMA TEL699238 

PLAZA 


|| Leslie Nelson ... in 

! SPY HARD 

ii (In Dolby stereo) 

!l 

! {Shows: 12;30. 3:15, 5:00, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 


CINEMA 


TEL:67742D 


CONCORD 


CONCORD “1” 

INDEPENDENCE DAY 

(In Dolby stereo) 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:00, 8:15, 10:45 
CONCORD *‘2” 

BRAVEHEART 

Shows: 3:15, 6:00, 9:00 



Atmuoun Theatre & Cinema 
TEL: 618274 -618275 

Today presents Zawad Weld Awad 
theatre group in the play entitled 

Five-Star Government 

Starring comedians: 

Mahmoud Saimeh 
& Hussein Tubishat 
Play starts 8:30 p.m. 


Nahii & HishMiVrhcatre 

TEL: 625155 

presents " 
the SATIRICAL comedy 

Arab Human Rights 

At 8:30 p.m. 

Theatre closed Friday. Saturday & Sunday 

F °r reservation please call 
625155 - 640155 
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Broncos breezy by Patriots, Honduras 

J J 7 score lit 

Bills stop Bengals still go or 


. V; la 


XBORO (R) — Terrell 
yjs- scored three touch’ 
to help Denver build 
24-0 halftime lead and the 
roncos coasted to a 34-8 
ictdcy', over the new Eng- 
i]d Patriots on Sunday. 
Davis rushed for 1 54 yards 
32 carries and leads the 
FL\ with 1,209 rushing 
aids. It was the sixth 100- 
,-ard rushing game for Davis 
's season. 

It’s real hard to cut on 
t field and 1 knew my 
had to be a little more 
' _ \ubtle today " said Davis. “I 

j ^ & i -■ ust told myself to run hard 

^ once I got into the 

^macondary. I tried not to go 
oil the first hit.” 

pj fjgSffil The win was the seventh 
^ fiiilf n a row f° r Broncos, 
JpgPI vto own the NFL's best 
g^^ecord at 10-1. 

Jjl mf Buffalo, Jim Kelly 
^^^»[hrew for a touchdown and 
for another and Thurman 
^ ^^^p Thotnas rushed for 78 yards 
fl|jS||^ the Buffalo Bills stopped 
|l^|he Cincinnati Bengals. 31- 

l||p| Kelly was 13-of-22 for 
yards and one intercep- 
^^iori, which was returned 3 1 
iji&ards for a TD by comer- 
^^ack Ashley Ambrose in the 
SLt* fUtecoad quaner. 

W‘ fn Atlanta. Bobby Hebert 
passed for 229 yards and 
j touchdowns for the Fal- 

who scored all of their 
™wn*ditj&s £ -iooints in the first half, but 

ia pulls a rebound ie ^ on ^ or a i^-15 victory 
at .Market Suuan ; jver New Orleans Saints 
n a battle of NFC West Cel- 
ar-Dwellers. 

1 Hebert completed 26-of- 

m r- *- ^ 1 39 passes, including scoring 
^ 5_ H | jsirikes of eight yards to Eric 
*“ ^ - \ieicalf ij| the first quarter 

ind five yards to Terance 




Mathis in the second period. 

In Detroit, Jason Hanson 
kicked a 43-yard field goal 
with 4:32 remaining and 
Bany Sanders rushed for 
134 yards as ihe Detroit 
Lions snapped a four-game 
losing streak with a 17-16 
victory over the Seattle Sea- 
hawks. 

The Seahawks had a 
chance to win on the final 
play, but Todd Peterson’s 
42-yard field goal uy sailed 
wide right as time expired. 

In Indianapolis. Cary 
Blanchard kicked four field 
goals, including a 37-yarder 
with 8:10 to play to provide 
the go-ahead points as the 
Indianapolis Colts rallied 
past the New York Jets, 34- 
29. 

Blanchard, a former Jet, 
added a 50-yard field goal 
with 1:24 left to give Indi- 
anapolis (6-5) a five-point 
lead. 

The Jets have lost 10 
games for the third straight 
season. 

In Kansas City. Kimble 
Anders scored on a 10-yard 
run in the second quaner 
and Mark Collins made two 
key defensive plays in a 
scoreless second half to lead 
the Kansas City Chiefs to a 
14-10 victory over the 
Chicago Bears. 

Anders’ 1 0-yard touch- 
down run with four-and-a- 
half minutes left in the first 
half gave Kansas City the 
lead for good at 10-7. 

In Philadelphia. Gus 
Frerone found tight end 
Jamie Asher for two touch- 
downs passes and Scott 
Blanton kicked four field 
goals as the Washington 
Redskins regained first 


place in the NFC East with a 
26-21 victory over the 
Philadelphia Eagles. 

Washington (8-3) moved a 
game ahead of. the Eagles 
(7-4) for the top spot in the 
division. 

The Redskins got 84 yards 
on 25 carries from Terry 
Allen, while Waiters ran for 
87 on 26 attempts for 
Philadelphia. 

In Pittsburgh, Yancey 
Thigpen caught his first two 
touchdown balls of the sea- 
son and the Pittsburgh 
defence scored once and 
forced unother costly 
turnover as the Steelers 
cruised past the Jacksonville 
Jaguars. 28-3. \ 

The Steelers (8-3) avenged 
a 24-9 opening-day loss to 
Jacksonville (4-7) by forc- 
ing four turnovers, but the 
two fumbles they forced on 
Jaguars quarterback Mark 
Brunell made the difference. 

"A game of big plays — 
we made more of them than 
they did.” Steelers coach 
Bill Cowher said. 

In St. Louis, Anthony 
Johnson rushed for 121 
yards, including a seven- 
yard scamper with 1:31 left 
in the third quaner that 
snapped a tie and boosted 
the Carolina Panthers to a 
20-10 defeat of (he St. Louis 
Rams. 

It was Johnson's fourth 
100-yard effort of the sea- 
son. Beuerlein completed 
J3-of-28 . passes for 136 
yards with one interception 
and one touchdown. 

One week after scoring 59 
points against Atlanta. St. 
Louis was held to one touch- 
down and 243 total yards 
against the Panthers (7-4). 
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Italian boxer declared brain dead 
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r , t ..ISA (R) — Doctors #i 

, 1 ' eclared middleweight 
Toxer Fabrizio De Chiara 
• ‘‘ train dead on Sunday after 
us collapse in the last round 


Rookie 


In Se.-.’.ilr. Cur- f if an Italian title fight, 
cored ]■• •*: b- '-■■■ “la the course of the day 
n the -hr. I .iacm. he patient’s condition wors- 
ieattL* Scper- n.c jaed and... We have ascer- 
d the that the functioning 

4 SI \ J >r ;h'>r ^ his brain has ceased,” 
. ‘ ‘ toctors at a hospital in the 
iratcti* • - ' antral Tuscan town of Pisa 

.Sam i — 1 ■ ■' aid in a bulletin. 

J'hi*' I: r "• " t De Chiara, 25. collapsed at 
lg - :l J he end of his 12-round con- 

law km* ! .i*j i J M -tst against Vincenzo 
i hich Dc ivi ^ jraparato in the western Ital- 
coreJc<' i-T ii: 'J n port of Massa on Satur- 
,) rhe Hfci'sui I’i'* 1 '* 1 ^y- He stood U P after 

■ d,,-. (stopped with a left and a 

' ni .|| U vlgta and then fell to the 

core.! I" lavas, 

irizzli!*'- ' De Chiara, previously 
ine ot tK‘ :r " f : inbeaten in a 12-fight 

^ ^areer. was carried out on a 
tretcher and taken to hospi- 
d in nearby Pisa where 
JTS bet on, diagnosed major 

j;-. nternal bleeding and operat- 

jiu.it a " d for four hours. He 

y’fmained in critical condi- 
n .Ajuonio 'on. 

iij Doctors said that under 
iJwauket' law they would have 

) wait six hours before they 
'Oerli* 0u ld turn off the Jife-sup- 

nj “3 system keeping De 

nc Oliver 1 hiara alive aod declare him 

^^^-linically dead. 

— ^ 22^^ “Fabrizio always told me 

-^rTriat if anything ever taap- 
. SA^ned to him, I should 
cMRlS^ Qnale his organs,” the 



Italian middleweight boxer Fabrizio De Chiara, collapsed at the end 
of his 12-round contest against Vincenzo Imparalo in the western 
Italian port of Massa. Alter been operating for four hours, doctors 
declared him clinically dead (Reuters photo) 

fighter's mother, Carla, told player. "If it were up to me 1 


n Aiuorrio 


repoters. “I would rather not 
do that but I will respect his 
decision.” 

Imparato, who had fought 
De Chiara before many 
times as an amateur, said: I 
could see my opponent was 
exhausted and gasping for 
breath, weakened by fatigue. 

‘i would rather have lost 
ihe fight and the title than 
undergo these awful hours 
for a friend. I could not sleep 
last night. I just keep think- 
ing about De Chiara. I didn’t 
want to win the title like 
this.” 

The tragedy looked certain 
to rekindle Lhe debate over 
boxing. 

"We have arrived at the 
last straw,” said parliamen- 
tarian Massimo Mauro, a 
former professional soccer 


player. "If it were up to me 1 
would ban boxing." He said 
he would ask a parliamen- 
tary committee to address 
ways to make the sport safer, 
if not ban it outright. 


score 11 but 
still go out 
of World 
Cup 

RIO DE JANEIRO (R) — 
Honduras hammered 1 1 
goals past hapless Sr. Vin- 
cent on Sunday, beating the 
Caribbean amateurs 11-3, 
but were still knocked out 
of the World Cup as rivals 
Jamaica beat Mexico 1-0 at 
home. 

Jamaica hud needed only 
a point from their game in 
Kingston to reach the final 
stage of the CONCACAF 
World Cup qualifying tour- 
nament at the Hondurans' 
expense but took ail three 
thanks to on S2nd-mlnute 
goal by lan Godison. 

Jamaica finished top of 
semifinal stage group 
three, one point ahead of 
the apathetic Mexicans, 
who had already guaran- 
teed their place in the six- 
team final. 

St. Vincent, who lost all 
six group games and con- 
ceded 32 goals, also let in 
II goals in a World Cup 
qualifier against Mexico 
four years ago. 

Honduras, whose only 
appearance in the World 
Cup finals was in Spain in 
1982, had to make up a dif- 
ference of 10 goals as well 
as hope for a Jamaica 
defeat. 

Milton Nunez and Nico- 
las Suazo both scored hat- 
tricks for Honduras, who 
were left to lament their 
failure ro beat Jamaica at 
home last month. That 
game ended 0-0. 

Mexico did Honduras no 
favours by selecting a 
depleted squad which fea- 
tured seven uncapped play-: 
ers. The stars, such as goal- 
keeper Jorge Campos and 
strikers Carlos Hermosillo 
and Zague, were involved 
in club: matches -itr die • 
Mexican • championship, 
which carried on regardless 
of the national team's 
World Cup commitment. 

Costa Rica beat 

Guatemala 3-0 at home to 
join the United States at the 
top of Group 1 which is still 
in its early stages. Costa 
Rica and the United States 
are clear favourites ro qual- 
ify from the group, which 
also contains Trinidad. 

Canada are already 

through from Group 2, 
with El Salvador and Cuba 
fighting for the second 
spot. The final CONCA- 
CAF round, to be played 
next year, will decide the 
region’s three representa- 
tives at the 1998 World ! 
Cup. ! 


1st Division Basketball Championship starts today 

Orthodoxi, Ahli, Jazireh battle for title in playoffs 
as JBF holds women’s all-star tourney 


By Aleen Bannayan 

Jordan Times Stuff Reporter 

AMMAN — The coun- 
try’s second most-popular 
sport — basketball — 
comes back to life Tuesday 
with the stan of the First 
Division Basketball Cham- 
pionship. - 

While the traditional, 
decade-long Ahli-Ortho- 
doxi rivalry will never 
cease to have its special 
flavour for fans of both 
teams, the emergence of a 
third team — AI Jazireh — 
as a serious contender in 
the past season has taken 
the game to new heights 
and even changed the way 
officials organise the coun- 
try's most-prestigious bas- 
ketball event. 

For the first time in the 
history of the champi- 
onship. the top four teams 
in the six-team tourney will 
fight it out for the tide in a 
two-round playoff. Many 
observers have been sug- 
gesting this system for 
years hoping that it will 
create a tougher competi- 
tion and giving fans a 
chance for more interesting 
matches. 

The change was brought 
about by the surprising 
championship last year 
when Al Jazireh ’s first 
round win over Al Ahli cost 
the latter their three-year 
reign and handed Al Ortho- 
doxi the crown they had 
last won in 1991. 

The existence of a third 
team beside the top two has 
made the first division an 
interesting championship to 
follow. After the first round 
concludes, the top four will 
qualify for the playoffs. Al 
Jalil and Al Yarmouk have 
the chance to be the fourth 
qualifier. The last two 
teams will play the top two 
in the second division to 
detErafihe ffthey IceeptHeir 
place in the first division or 
drop to the second. 

All the teams play on the 
opening day in Iririd and 
Amman with Al Ahli meet- 
ing Al Watani, Al Jalil play 
Al Jazireh. and Al Ortho- 
doxi meet Al Yarmouk. 

Being the titleholders, the 
pressure this year is on Al 
Orthodoxi who won back 
the title they had won from 
1976-1989 before losing it 
to Al Ahli in 1990 who won 
it again in 92, 93 and 94. 

Al Orthodoxi seem 
poised for a repeat having 
their lineup complete, and 
Jed by veteran Hilal 
Barakat and Muntaser 
Abultayyeb. The team 
includes a mixture of both 
young experienced players 


|| EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY . CHEF WANTED \i 

% A DIPLOMATIC MISSION IN AMMAN HAS A VACANCY FOR A FULLY | 
| QUALIFIED CHEF DE CUISINE \ 

\ PLEASE APPLY BEFORE NOVEMBER 28, 1 996 TO : | 

| PERSONNEL DEPT . \ 

$ P.O. BOX 815403 | 

| AMMAN 11180 \ 

\ PROVIDING DETAILED INFORMATION ON QUALIFICATIONS \ 

\ AND WORK \ 

\ EXPERIENCE, REFERENCES MUST BE PRODUCED UPON \ 

i REQUEST. | 



AI Ahli's Naser Bushnaq goes for a lay-up as teammates Walid Badran and Samir 
Murqus look on during the 1993 final (File photo) 


alongside newcomers who 
are mostly under 20 led by 
Fudi Saqqa. 

"We are happy to see the 
emergence of stronger 
teams making the champi- 
onship more competitive. 
This is a very positive 
aspect senior Orthodoxi 
basketball official Fadi 
Zureiqai Monday told the 
Jordan Times. 

He said that his team had 
been training since April 
and had a successful train- 
ing camp in Lebanon where 
they met top Lebanese and 
Egyptian teams losing two 
matches and winning one. 

Zureiqat added that his 
club was happy that the Jor- 
dan Basketball Federation 
(JBF) had decided to hold 
the championship in a play- 
off form as that would 
allow for more matches — 
something local teams 
greatly lack. 

*Tt is precisely for that 
reason that the top three 
teams have travelled to 
Syria and Lebanon for their 
final training camps — and 
even so, Jordanian teams 
are no less competitive if 
we have everything avail- 
able like teams in neigh- 
bouring countries (like 
sponsorship and less strin- 
gent rules regarding player 
registration and free move- 
ment).” 

Ahli head coach Ghaith 
Najjar, missing the efforts 
of the team's top players 
this season, sounded less 
optimistic about his 
chances of regaining the 
title. 

"We will be represented 
by a young lineup who 


might lack the experience 
but are certainly a good 
asset for the future, “he said 

Najjar, previously an 
assistant coach, will be 
leading the team as head 
coach for the first time hop- 
ing to prove that Al Ahli 
can do well without their 
well-known stars. 

While declining to com- 
ment on recent rumours 
that star centre Naser Bush- 
naq will rejoin the team 
after a year's absence dur- 
ing which he joined a 
Qatari team. Najjar said 
former captain Samir 
Murqus would be joining 
his younger teammates also 
after missing last season 
when he announced his 
retirement and was assis- 
tant coach. 

Walid Badran is back on 
the team and will play 
alongside ^ teammates 
^ Ramez - ,1J ' Hammoudeff, 
1 Mohammad Shaniali, Mar- 
wan Saeedi and Faisal 
Nsour. 

Al Ahli had a training 
camp in Syria lately where 
they won one match beat- 
ing Al Shurta 69-67 and 
losing 74-67 to A! Jeish and 
76-52 to Syria's top team 
Al Wihdeh. 

The third title contender 
— Al Jazireh — have a rel- 
atively complete lineup led 
by Yousef Abu Bakr . Saqr 
Khirfan and Naser 
Alawneh. However, the 
team will this year miss the 
efforts of playmaker Ghaith 
Ennabi — one of the lead- 
ing figures on the team. 

According to head coach 
Fadi Sabbah. the team’s lat- 
est training camp in 
Lebanon was very benefi- 


cial where his young lineup 
met Beirut's top teams los- 
ing to Al Hikmeh. Al Riya- 
di and Al Tadamon and 
beating Al Wardieh by one 
point. 

"We are happy that the 
form of the top teams is 
very close which will pro- 
vide an interesting champi- 
onship for all." said Sabbah 

Like other teams, Al 
Jazireh are happy to have 
the playoff system finally 
implemented allowing 
players and fans more 
games and a serious chal- 
lenge for (he title. 

The other teams seem 
unlikely to have any effect 
on the top standings. 

Newcomers Al Yarmouk 
will be giving it their best to 
oust undermanned Al 
Watani and inconsistent AJ 
Jalil a hard time in their 
fight for a place in the first 
division. 

The first round is set to be 
completed by Dec. 1 — the 
day an all-star tournament 
starts for players of the 
women's national team 
who have been regrouped 
in preparation for the Asian 
Championship due to be 
held in Bangkok April 27. 

The players have been 
divided into two teams and 
will play three matches on 
Dec. 1. 5. and 12 preceding 
the men’s matches. 

While players were 
regrouped over two weeks 
ago, the national team has 
been unable to start practice 
due to the unavailability of 
a basketball court - a fact 
that seriously hinders their 
training programme for the 
Asian Championship. 


The Central Bank of Jordan 

Issues Commemorative Coins 
on the UN 50th Anniversa 


On the occasion of the 50th anniversary of the United Nations, the Central Bank 
of Jordan wishes to announce the issue of silver and base metal coins. These 
coins will be sold at the Central Bank as from Sunday 17.11.96. Following are 
their specifications:- 

Silver coin Bas6 metal coin 

Denomination 5 Dinars 5 Dinars 

Alloy Sterling .925 silver Cupro - Nickel 

Diameter 38.61 mm 38.61 mm 


Denomination 

Alloy 

Diameter 

Weight 

Shape 

Edge 

Price 


28.28 gm 
round 
milled 
JD 14.00 


Base metal coin 
5 Dinars 
Cupro - Nickel 
38.61 mm 
28.28 gm 
round 
milled 
JD 5.00 
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Look for answers on Monday- 


SPEND YOUR WEEKEND OR HOLIDAY 

ON A CRUISE SHIP FROM AQABA 
EVERY FRIDAY AND SUNDAY 
UNTIL 17/04/1997 
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-TUXOR KARNAK VALLY OF THE KINGS (FROM HURGADA) 

- MONASTERY OF ST. KATARINA FROM SHARM EL SHEIKH. 

- THE 3 GRATE PYRAMIDS FROM SUEZ- 

- JERUSALEM FROM EILAT. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR RESERVATION PLEASE CALL 


\MIN KAWAK TEL: 637195 - (.245% - 622324 ORIKNTAI.S III: 683876 
SAKK TRAVEL : 605535 • 605554 MAAH TEL: 857003 
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Reverse: 


Obverse: * The portrait of His Majesty King Hussein. 

* The texts (Al-Hussein Bin Tala!) and King of The Hashemite 
Kingdom of Jordan) in Arabic. 

* The text (The Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan) in English. 

Reverse: * An ingraving of the Black Iris. 

* The emblem of the UN celebrations. 

* The text (Black Iris: Jordan's national flower). 

(1945-1995) to indicate the 50th anniversary of (he UN. 

* The denomination written in English. 

The presentation cases of these coins include certificates of authenticity. 
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Jordan to seek advanced 


technology and equipment 
from U.S. under new status 


By P.V.Vivekanand 
Jordan Timer Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Jordan will be seeking certain state-of-the-art 
militaiy technology and equipment from the United States 
under a new privileged status given to the Kingdom by 
Washington, but it has not drawn up a list of its require- 
ments. Information Minister Marwan Muasher said 
Monday. 

The information minister also implied that Jordan would 
not be seeking any nuclear material from the U.S. although 
the non-North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO) ally 
status given to the Kingdom. 

Dr. Muasher. addressing a weekly press briefing, said 
Jordan welcomed the U.S. move, “which opens the door for 
Jordan to receive certain state-of-the-art technology and 
equipment from the U.S.” 

Jordan can now receive some of the advanced equipment 
that II. S. militazy units bring in with them when they come 
here for joint exercises with Jordanian counterparts, he said. 
“This was not the case until now," he noted. 

U.S. Air Force units which took part in joint exercises 
with the Royal Jordanian Air Force in mid- 1996 had 
brought in with diem advanced radar and control equipment 
related to F-16 fighter jets. They left behind pan of the 
equipment and technology, but the entire lot could not be 
given to Jordan because the Kingdom did not enjoy any 
special status with the U.S. 

Under the non-NATO ally status. Jordan is now entitled to 
“priority consideration'’ for military aid and equipment 
The status, which falls under the Foreign Assistance Act of 


1991, took effect on Nov. 12, 1996. 

According to a State Department statement the status 
“makes Jordan eligible for priority consideration for the 
transfer of excess defence articles, die use of already appro- 
priated military assistance funds for procurement through 
commercial leases, the stockpiling of U.S. military materi- 
al and the purchase of depleted uranium munitions.” 

Asked specifically about the clause on “depleted uranium 
ammunition” Dr. Muasher pointed out that such provisions 
were standard in granting non-NATO ally status. 

“But it does not mean that Jordan would be asking” for 
such items, he said. “We have not drawn up a list of equip- 
ment or technology that we would seek from the U.S." 

The American move also permits Jordanian companies 
to bid on certain U.S. Department of Defence contracts. 

A non-NATO ally status will also allow for the position- 
ing of American military equipment in the country. 

“The designation of Jordan recognises its continued sup- 
port for peace, and underscores its strong and growing rela- 
tionship between Jordan and the United States,” the U.S. 
State Department said 

Officials here have stressed that Jordan and the United 
Sates have not discussed the positioning of U.S. weapons 
in the country. 

Other countries that have also been granted non-NATO 
ally status by the United States are Australia, Egypt, Israel, 
Japan and the Republic of Korea. 

Dr. Muasher also said Monday that Jordan would start 
receiving 16 F-16 fighter planes from the U.S. in December 
1997. 


Afghan 

rivals 


resume 


fighting 


KABUL (R) — Opposing 
forces on the frontline north 
of Kabul were engaged in 
heavy exchanges of artillery 
and rocket fire on Monday 
after a lull of three days. 

■ Joyces lqyqL,..,to. the 
Taleban movement are fac- 
ing fighters of the ousted 
government and their allies 
on a front in a valley 20 to 
25 kilometres north of 
Kabul. 

Taleban multiple rocket 
launchers and artillery were 
pounding a small village to 
the west of the so-called 
“New Road” 25 kilometres 
north of Kabul, apparently 
in an attempt to destroy a 
force of opposition fighters 
surrounded there. 

The New Road runs along 
the eastern side of the valley 
towards the frontline. 

A Taleban commander on 
the frontline told Reuters 
that former government 
forces launched two attacks, 
one at 11 p jh. ( 1830 GMT) 
on Sunday night and anoth- 
er at 10 a.m. (0530 GMT) 
on Monday morning. 

“They attacked at 11 
o’clock last night, and then 
again this morning.” said 
the commander, who 
declined to give his name. 
“They were trying to cut the 
New Road.” 



An Afghan Taleban fighter fires artillery from a base 30 kilometres north of 
Kabul towards positions held by fighters loyal to the former government as 
fighting resumed in Afghanistan after a three-day lull (Reuters photo) 


The opposition alliance 
forces have launched a 
number of attacks from the 
west in an attempt to cut the 
road, so far without success. 

“We have taken 1 2 prison- 
ers and sent them to Kabul,” 
said the Taleban comman- 
der. It was not possible to 
verify his comments. 

Witnesses said they saw a 
number of wounded 
Taleban being taken to hos- 
pital from the frontline. 
There were no reliable fig- 
ures for the number of 
wounded and dead on either 
side of the battle. 

The Taleban commander 
said no territory had 
changed hands, but it was 
not possible to check his 
comments. 


As he spoke, two Taleban 
helicopter-gunships hov- 
ered overhead waiting to go 
into action. 

The front line north of 
Kabul has seen some heavy 
engagements over the past 
month, but neither side has 
managed to make a strategic 
breakthrough. 

The TaJeban control a low 
range of bills running across 
the valley that the opposi- 
tion must lake if they are to 
launch an attack on Kabul 
itself. 

Afghan watchers in Kabul 
say a stalemate has devel- 
oped, with neither side able 
to inflict a significant defeat 
on the other. 

Taleban-controlled radio 
in Kabul said on Sunday 


night that their troops had 
repulsed an attack by forces 
of the northern leader 
Genera] Abdul Rashid 
Dostum in the remote north- 
western provinces of 
Badghis and Faryab. 

Both sides have in the past 
claimed victories in the 
northwest, but they have not 
been independently veri- 
fied. 

The United Nations 
Refugee Agency says that 
thousands of people have 
been displaced by the north- 
ern fighting.ln a news con- 
ference on Sunday after- 
noon the Taleban acting 
minister of information 
appealed to the international 
community to provide food 
and shelter for tbe refugees. 


Israeli supreme court 


allows sleep deprivation 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — 
Israel’s supreme court on 
Sunday authorised the inter- 
nal security agency Shin Bet 
to deprive a Palestinian pris- 
oner of sleep in attempt to 
get information from him on 
alleged preparations for 
extremist attacks. 

The court allowed Shin 
Bet interrogators to keep 
Khader Mubarak, said to be 
a member of the Islamic 
Resistance Movement 
(Hamas), awake and his 
head in a sack, court offi- 
cials said. 

The inteirogacors, for their 
part, promised not to further 
tighten the prisoner's hand- 
cuffs or keep him in a 
painful position. 

Mr. Mubarak, arrested last 
month, is accused of being a 
member of an armed Hamas 
branch that was planning 
attacks in Israel. He 
appealed to the supreme 
court last week to end the 
severe measures used in his 
interrogation. 

The court was accused by 
an Israeli human rights asso- 
ciation on Friday of giving 
free rein to Shin Bet to tor- 
ture its Palestinian prisoners 
by allowing “heightened 


physical pressure.” 

The supreme court on 
Thursday gave Shin Bet per- 
mission to use such pressure 
to interrogate a Palestinian 
prisoner suspected of plan- 
ning extremnist attacks. 

The court said it had been 
convinced that the prisoner. 
Mohammad Adel Aziz 
Hamdan, held crucial infor- 
mation which would enable 
future disasters to be avoid- 
ed. 

The court said Mr. 
Ham clan's interrogators 
should not use methods that 
were against the law, but 
imposed no particular 
restrictions otherwise. 

Israeli law allows for 
“moderate physical pres- 
sure” in questioning 
Palestinians and “height- 
ened physical pressure” 
when the prisoner is sus- 
pected of having informa- 
tion on a possible attack. 

Israeli security services 
have feared for some weeks 
that a new attack was immi- 
nent in revenge for the 
assassination in Malta of 
Islamic Jihad leader Fathi 
Shiqaqi, presumably by 
Israeli agents, in October 
last year. 


Peres denies he advised 
Arafat to stall on Hebron 


TEL AVIV (AP> — By the 
end of the day. it was hard 
to sec who was manipulat- 
ing whom in Israel's latest 
political scandal involving 
the prime minister, the 
opposition leader and 10 
rabbits. 

It began Monday morning 
with a front-page story in 
the Yediot Aftronor daily. 

Veteran journalist Shimon 
Shifter quoted people close 
to the prime minister as 
saying they had classified 
material showing that oppo- 
sition leader Shimon Peres 
advised Yasser Arafat not to 
hurry to sign a deal on 
Israel’s troop pullout from 
the West Bank town of 
Hebron. 

Mr. Peres (old the 
Palestinian leader that 
Benyamin Netanyahu was 
not trustworthy, and that it 
was best to get everything 
in writing and in detail from 
the new Israeli prime minis- 
ter, Mr. Shiffer wrote. 

Mr. Netanyahu denied he 
hod such material. Arafat’s 
spokesman denied Mr. 
Peres had counselled the 
Palestinian leader to be 
careful and slow down the 


talks. 

And an angry Peres said 
he was the victim of politi- 
cal slander and compared 
himself to Alfred Dreyfus, 
the French army officer 
who was falsely accused of 
treason, convicted and later 
exonerated. 

‘This is an unprecedented 
scandal, like Dreyfus in 
France,” Mr. Peres told 
Israel radio in a telephone 
interview from Sweden 
where he was attending a 


seminar. 

“Someone who calls him- 
self a senior (cabinet) min- 
ister, and is a coward, a 
scoundrel and a liar, grabs a 
journalist, tells him a story 
under anonymity. The jour- 
nalist protects him,” Mr. 
Peres said. 

Members of Mr. Peres’ 
Labour Party accused Mr. 
Netanyahu's associates of 
spreading false claims to 
blacken Mr. Peres' name. 

“If it didn't come out of 
his (Netanyahu’s) immedi- 
ate circle, it came from very 
legitimate circles around 
the prime minister,” said 


(Continued on page 7) 


Petra to host ‘informal’ meeting of 


— ^ 

refugee working group next week 

Gathering seen as chance to * break the ice 


By Francesca Ciriati 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — An “informal” 
two-day meeting of the 
multilateral working group 
on refugees will be held in 
Petra next week, in the 
attempt to “break the ice" 
and reactivate discussions 
on one of the thorniest 
issues in the Mideast peace 
process, officials said. 

Members and beads of the 
delegations scheduled to 
take part in the Nov. 24-25 
meeting said they do not 
expect concrete results to be 
achieved However, they 
said the meeting, the first 
of its kind since the election 
of Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu in 
May scrambled the peace 
process, will provide all 
parties with an opportunity 
to resume contacts. 

Three-member delega- 
tions representing Jordan, 
the Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA), Egypt 
and Israel, as well as the 
U.S. and Russia (the co- 
sponsors of the peace 
process) and Canada (which 
chairs the working group on 
refugees) will take part in 
the meeting. 

According to government 
and diplomatic sources, tbe 
Palestinian delegation will 
be headed by Assad Abdul 
Rahman, a member of the 
PNA cabinet and head of 
the Palestinian delegation at 
the multilateral talks. 

Yousef Hadas, former 
director general of the 
Israeli foreign ministry and 
head of Israeli delegation to 
the working group on 
refugees in the multilateral 
track, will lead his country’s 


delegation. 

‘The meeting is aimed at 
monitoring the work of the 
sub-committees of the 
working group on refugees 
and evaluating tbe progress 
achieved so far," on Israeli 
embassy spokesperson told 
the Jordan Times. 

The working group on 
refugees, set up in Moscow 
in early 1992 following the 
launching of an Arab-Israeli 
peace talks in Madrid in 
September 1991, is one of 
the five working groups in 
the multilateral phase of the 
Mideast peace process. 

Other working groups 
deal with water, the envi- 
ronment, regional economic 
development and arms con- 
trol. ' 

Negotiators agree that, of 
the five working groups, the 
one on refugees is the one 
which has achieved the least 
so for. 

Next week's meeting at 
the Movenpick Hotel in 
Petra represents an attempt 
to “break the ice,” a 
Palestinian official said, 
adding that the meeting was 
meant to be “held discreete- 
ly, to avoid press-amplified 
reproaches and recrimina- 
tions” 

Director General of tbe 
Department for Palestinian 
Affairs of the Jordanian 
Foreign Ministry Abdul 
Karim Abu! tfaija said: 
"The refugee problem not 
only touches tbe lives of 
more than four million peo- 
ple who had been deprived 
of their home for 50 years. 
2t concerns the whole region 
and on its solution depends 
the future of the peace 
process." 

Accusing Israel of “refus- 


ing to discuss the political 
aspects of the problem, rele- 
gating them to the final star 
tus of negotiations,” Dr. 
Abul Haija said: The 
Palestinians should have 
their right to return recog- 
nised, even if many of them, 
having built their lives and 
invested abroad, could 
choose not to exercise that 
right.” 

Complicating an already 
excruciating problem even 
further, the definition of 
“refugees” and “displaced 
persons” has emerged as 
one of the most sticking 
points in the Arab-Israeli 
talks. 

“While all the Arab par- 
ties agree on considering as 
‘displaced’ all Palestinians 
driven from their homes in 
1967 along with their wives 
and children bom after- 
wards as well as their rela- 
i*-sc who were not in the 
lerritories a» that point in 
time, Israel refuses to 
include relatives in the 
counting of displaced,” Dr. 
Abdul Rahman explained. 

According to Israel’s 
stand, the children of a 
Palestinian from Hebron, 
for example, who were 
studying in Beirut at the 
time of the 1967 war, are 
not entitled to the status of 
“displaced,” as they are not 
considered as having been 
directly and personally 
affected by the war. Dr. 
Abdul Rahman said. 

Though both Arabs mid 
Israelis consider as 
“refugees" those who fled 
their homes or were driven 
out in the aftermath of the 
1948 war, which resulted 


(Cotinued on page 7 ) 


Europarliament chief urges 


Israel to honour agreements 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
The president of the 
European Parliament told 
Israel’s legislature on 
Monday the Jewish state 
must surmount historic 
enmities and honour peace 
deals with the Palestinians. 

*T am deeply moved, but 
also not without a sense of 
shame that this honour and 
this trust is conferred on a 
German,” Mr. Klaus 
Hansch opened his remarks 
to Israel’s Knesset. 

Declaring Europe’s sup- 
port for Israel to be 
"unswerving”. Mr. Hansch 
urged Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu’s 
rightist government to 
implement interim peace 
accords signed by the previ- 
ous administration. 

“The international com- 
munity expects that those 
agreements be honoured... 
international commitments 
your state has made are not 
affected by a change in 
majorities,” Mr. Hansch 
said. 

“It is the living proof that 
in Europe the enmities of 


the past have been over- 
come. not through forget- 
ting the bitter lessons of 
past conflict..but through 
understanding them and 
learning from them.” he 
told parliament, saying 
Israelis and Arabs could 
emulate Europe’s example. 

Israeli-Palestinian talks on 
a long-delayed redeploy- 
ment in Hebron agreed by 
the former government are 
stalemated over Mr. 
Netanyahu's insistence the 
signed deal be altered. 

"The future of Hebron was 
settled by the Oslo agree- 
ments ” Mr. Hansch said. 

Mr. Hansch said the pres- 
ence of some 130,000 
Jewish settlers amidst more 
than two million 
Palestinians in occupied 
Arab lands posed a “human 
problem that must be 
addressed”. 

No one. he said, would 
benefit if Israel followed the 
“dead-end street of more 
illegul settlements". 

Citing Europe's role as the 
largest provider of econom- 
ic assistance to the 


Palestinians, Mr. Hansch 
urged Israel to ease its crip- 
pling economic closure of 
Palestinian self-rule areas. 

“Hie path to prosperity for 
the Palestinians requires 
open borders.” 

He said Israel’s closure of 
the areas, meant to prevent 
suicide bombers from infil- 
trating the Jewish state, was 
only a “short-term security 
measure” and “unfettered 


economic investment” 

would help cement peace. 

The EU is a main source of 
financial support for the 
Palestinian autonomy, 
pledging more than S650 
million in aid by 1998. The 
Europeans have also backed 
the Palestinian goal of state- 
hood — placing them at 
odds with Israel's new gov- 
ernment 

"It is not a secret that we 
do not always see eye-io- 
eye," said Knesset speaker 
Dan Tichun, calling on Mr. 
Hansch to show a ‘'bal- 
anced and responsible 
approach” on the Middle 
East. 


Netanyahu calls on Arab 
leaders to drop talk of war 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Facing 
growing criticism from 
Israel's neighbours, Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu on Monday 
urged Egypt and the other 
Arab states to drop their 
lough statements and focus 
dn peacemaking instead. 

“I recommend that we 
concentrate on the positive 
side instead of raising all 
sorts of hypothetical possi- 
bilities of deterioration into 
war. I am not in favour of 
threats, " Mr. Netanyahu 
told reporters. ‘'Certainly 
everyone knows that Israel 
aspires to peace.” 

Mr Netanyahu's com- 
ments came after Israeli 
media quoted Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak as 
saying that Egypt would not 
sit by idly if war broke out 
between Israel and Syria. 
The Israeli daily Haaretz 
said Egypt had also 
promised Syria a “diplo- 
matic security net” in the 
event of war with Israel. 


Mr. Netanyahu main- 
tained Monday that ”in 
recent weeks there has been 
a trend towards moderation 
of tension between Israel 
and Syria” and predicted 
that the peace talks would 
resume at the start of the 
new year. 

Recent comments by Mr. 
Mubarak and other Arab 
leaders, however, indicate 
they are losing patience 
with Israeli foot-dragging 
— such as the continuing 
postponement of Israel’s 
promised troop pullout 
from the West Bank town of 
Hebron. 

Last week, Mr. Mubarak 
told the Financial Times 
(hat Israel’s relations with 
Jordan and Egypt had dete- 
riorated to a point where 
"the Arabs are not going to 
trust any agreement with 
Israel." 

“With the present situa- 
tion of mistrust and suspi- 
cion it will be very difficult 
even to (foul on a govem- 


ment-to-goverament level,” 
the Egyptian leader told the 
paper. 

Syria's government-con- 
trolled press said Israel’s 
renewed threats against 
Syria should be taken seri- 
ously and urged Arab states 
to be on high alert 
The comments came a day 
after Israeli Defence 
Minister Yitzhak Mordechai 
accused Syria of making 
chemical weapons. 

The government daily A1 
Baa lb said Mr. Mordechai's 
threats seemed to signal 
“that the provocative Israeli 
policies have gone beyond 
mere talk to a very 
advanced stage of a possible 
implementation.” 

It said the comments 
should be ‘‘seriously taken 
into consideration by all 
Arab states, which should 
be vigilant and on high 
alert, because any aggres- 
sion on Syria is an assault 
on all Arabs.” 



Imran Khan 
gets a boy 


LONDON (AFP) — 
Jemima Khan, wife of for- 
mer Pakistan cricket hero 
Imran Khan, gave birth to a 
healthy boy on Sunday at 
the Portland Hospital, 
London, a spokesman for 
the family said, Imran 
Khan and Jemina's mother, 
Annabel Goldsmith, w?tfe 
of the billionaire financier 
and politician James 
Goldsmith, were present at 
tbe birth of the 3.15-kilo- 
q mm me baby. “It was a 
healthy pregnancy and 
birth. It was totallv normal 
in cvcrv respect. The fzsr.: 
ly are delighted.” said a 
family spokesman 


Moore, Dalton 
and Brosnan 
remember Broccoli 


LONDON (ATI ) — 
Moore. Timothy Dalton 
and Pierce Brosnan were 
on hand Sunday for a 
posthumous homage to 
Albert “Chubby" Broccoli, 
the UiS. producer who 
brought Ian Reming’s 
super spy James Bond to 
the silver screen. Broccoli 
produced 17 Bond pictures 
and more than 30 other 
films, including the musi- 
cal “Chitty Cljiity 
BangBbang.” He died in 
June at 87 and was hon- 
oured at the Odeon Cinema 
in Leicester Square. Two 
other actors have played 
the suave, sexy agent 007 
— Sean Connery, who 
began it all, and George 
Lazenby, who played the 
Bond role only once, in 
1969. “On Her Majesty’s 
Secret Service." 


Fergie says 
lover bit her 


LONDON (AP) — Piling 
on revelations, the Duchess 
of York said in a newspaper 
interview Sunday that for- 
mer lover John Bryan hit 
her and tore up her diary. 
"Nanny (of her daughters) 
used to sit outside some- 
times on the stairs and be 
frightened by all tbe 
screaming.” the former 
Sarah Ferguson was quoted 
as saying in a London 
weekly, the Independent on 
Sunday. The interview was 
the latest in a round of pub- 
lic soul-baring, mostly on 
U.S. television last week, 
that has brought Fergie’s 
poor image in Britain to a 
new low. “(Bryan) tore up 
my diary and threw it 
around the room," said 
Fergie, describing a scene 
in March 1995. “I would- 
n't let him look at it. He hit 
me. I had bruises all down 
ray arms because I neld 
them up to defend myself. I 
don’t think any woman in 
the world likes to be hit and 
I certainly don’t." The 
duchess, who is heavily in 
debt, and Prince Andrew, 
the queen's second son, 
divorced in. May after 10 
years of marriage. She lias 
published a book telling 
her own story. 


Alberto 
Agnelli weds 


MONTOPOU (AP) — 
Giovanni Alberto Agnelli, 
heir apparent to the Rat 
industrial giant, wed Avery 
Frances Howe in a small 
ceremony inside the chapel 
in the family’s 16th century 
Tuscan ' villa near Pisa. 
About 30 people, including 
family Patriarch Giovanni 
Agnelli, attended 

Saturday’s wedding, per- 
formed by Pisa Archbishop 
Alessandro Ploui. A score 
of private guards and para- 
military police kept pho- 
tographers and onlookers 
from approaching the 
grounds. Ms. Howe, 31, an 
architect who has 
American and British citi- 
zenship, met Mr. Agnelli. 
'32, while they were under- 
graduates at Brown 
University in Providence, 
Rhode Island. A 
spokesman said honey- 
moon plans were still up in 
the air. 


i*p wsao ‘ 

uunchmi 

<etang u| 




* 



itojesty King Hussein or 


ting O] 

Iordan will p 
ingdom wil 


flvoa Jordan Times 
# i Staff Reporter 


— Hi* MjjeM - ; 
•Ain "fi Tuc-Jv;;- open 
3 jexJ la>i 

■ jh hrlunw ’-,ih lb 


Me 


.lie 

he 


i mvh t"r> *i : 

•.«: the Km : :J 
iu denvvr.ie; 

Is thuve -a hn ■' 

/vCiiJWllUii.': 

L’nao 

' - Rinu j!-i' . v i t.j ;r,£ £ 

S pri\'c>\ ij; 

the inirvyluciit'n 
■ifaftthji si t -rp 

'*4 and uiirjcr privet 
'*ni. 

• ’ K'-pJiie -reec 
-wi J'Wwk jnd 
^ in ? Hu..ein n 
|v aL .. a . 
- jnd ur-ed i-r.-i w 

r .f l ' hc ^reencnN 
'I* Kilj.iinun 
wn«m\ 

a it™ tf,ll PhuNis 
m \ continue to -, e < 

r^-'^Ml \rWo s 

.'V 1 re T' 

l^rcnce 1P th / 

: ,jih cr 

‘^omtinue m our 
. pn,£ev ’ *>nd i P 

w to m 

.. P^per lunher mi ■ 
** teif bv j||." ,h 

"me." h» sa 
^nhe nr, ■, 
i'rnn cll p Llk ‘- N *: 

. it Is- fk. 

,,, ',he\-^ CC ' 
^ni\. hc ,Jeci > 

■^OMhe rC,| ? eLl 

3^the 1 /' ,pim0nS 

, 1 n Snt to , 

t pi,lars 

J mean's to 



!r iN 

Vfj 1 '^ cn cies. 


fu, 


a rm\ 


■ 


lrn, Uire 


her 


m 
ev en 


tr r 


Hebi 

."H'. iv,7k , [ hoi 

> Jl hlhe PaI 


>ih c 

io 


e 

n( 

a miv ,i 


> ' 

■S 

•fuJ'P'eicd t, 

'■th . 4| Of tL. 11 








■an 


■\ 


'Ik 




tour 




nine 


up 

Poi 0rnii 


'"I* apH ' 

• .^stet 

,n lh e r 


X- 

Hi. M 


ier 



